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The Western Kentucky  CATHOLIC
Life Chain for Respect Life Sunday
OWENSBORO,Ky. - On Sunday October 
4th, Respect Life Sunday, a Life Chain met 
the driving public along both sides of Fred-
erica Street.
 Families and individuals in the pro-
life community came out, stood on the side-
walks,  and prayed from 2:30 to 3:30 pm. 
Catholic parish groups stood together in se-
lected places on the sidewalks.
 Peaceful signs were available from 
the Owensboro Right to Life office at 1115 
Tamarack Road.   The observance progressed 
prayerfully as participants, with their Rosa-
ries, prayed aloud or stood in silent witness 
to the fact that millions of American lives 
have been lost to legalized abortion in this 
country,  and to the faith that Christian peo-
ple have that Jesus forgives and heals all our 
sins.

Photos clockwise from 
top left, Russell Corley 
stands vigil during Life 
Chain on Frederica 
Street; Sister Francis 
Joseph Porter, above 
right; at bottom right, 
Father John Vaughan 
praying the Rosary; 
lower left, Selisa Davis 
and Virginia Corley.  
Photos by Lois 
Rutigliano

Survey finds declining 
support for legal abortion 
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Although a new poll showed a signifi-
cant decline in support for abortion in the United States, an official 
of the U.S. bishops’ pro-life secretariat said the results would 
have been even more strongly pro-life if they had been grouped 
to truly reflect the current state of U.S. abortion law. Deirdre A. 
McQuade, assistant director for policy and communications in 
the bishops’ Secretariat for Pro-Life Activities, said Oct. 6 that 
the survey results from the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life 
released Oct. 1 showed encouraging shifts in American opinion 
against legal abortion and for parental consent before a minor’s 
abortion.
 Overall, Pew reported that 47 percent of Americans be-
lieve abortion should be legal in all or most cases, while 45 per-
cent said it should be illegal in all or most cases. A year ago in a 
similar Pew poll, 54 percent said it should be legal in all or most 
cases, while 41 percent said it should be illegal in all or most 
cases. The margin of error for the most recent survey was plus or 
minus 2 percentage points.

Support for legal abortion has declined since 1995. 
(CNS graphic/Emily Thompson) (Oct. 6, 2009)
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Archbishop Chaput rejects cardinal’s 
upbeat appraisal of Obama speech
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By John Thavis,
         Catholic News Service
ROME (CNS) -- Archbishop Charles J. 
Chaput of Denver has taken issue with 
a retired Vatican official’s positive as-
sessment of President Barack Obama’s 
speech last May at the University of 
Notre Dame.
 In an essay published by the Ital-
ian newspaper Il Foglio Oct. 6, Arch-
bishop Chaput said Swiss Cardinal 
Georges Cottier, the papal theologian 
under Pope John Paul II, had been 
overly generous in his appraisal of the 
president’s words. In his speech, Obama 
expressed commitment to reducing the 
number of abortions and guaranteeing 
conscientious objection rights for health 
workers. Cardinal Cottier said in July 

Archbp. Charles J. 
Chaput, Denver

that the president had moved in the direction of finding “common 
ground” with the church, and that “his words go in the direction of 
diminishing the evil.”
 Archbishop Chaput, noting that many U.S. bishops had ob-
jected to the president’s appearance at the Indiana university, sug-
gested that Cardinal Cottier might have deferred to the judgment of 
local pastors. “Regrettably and unintentionally, Cardinal Cottier’s 
articulate essay undervalues the gravity of what happened at Notre 
Dame. It also overvalues the consonance of President Obama’s 
thinking with Catholic teaching,” Archbishop Chaput wrote. The 
English text of his article was published on the Web site of Il Fo-
glio.
 Archbishop Chaput said Obama’s views on vital bioethical 
issues, including abortion, “differ sharply from Catholic teaching.” 
While many have pointed to Obama’s sympathy to the church’s so-
cial teaching, the archbishop said, “there is no ‘social justice’ if the 
youngest and weakest among us can be legally killed.” He said the 
strong opposition by many U.S. bishops to Notre Dame’s hosting 

Bishops’ Conference Officials Voice Disappointment 
In Senate Finance Committee Health Care Vote
 WASHINGTON—Spokespersons for the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
voiced disappointment in the Senate Finance Com-
mittee vote to approve its health care reform bill 
without first fixing problematic provisions.
 On October 8, the bishops chairing the US-
CCB committees on Domestic Justice and Human 
Development, Pro-Life Activities, and Migration 
wrote to Congress that the bishops would have no 
choice but to oppose a final health care bill that fails 
to address key concerns and noted:
  • Policies against abortion funding and in support of 
conscience rights must be in the bill.
  • Health care should be affordable and available to 
the poor and vulnerable.
  • The needs of legal immigrants and their families 
should be met. 
 Kathy Saile, Director of the USCCB Office 
of Domestic Social Development, said: “We remain 
hopeful that problematic provisions in the bills, par-
ticularly the Senate Finance Committee bill, can be 
worked out. But time is running short and if the pro-
visions are not fixed, the bishops have been clear that 
they will have no choice but to oppose a final bill. 
The stated purpose of pursuing health care reform 
was to provide those without health care coverage 
access to quality and affordable health care. There is 
real doubt that this bill will achieve that goal.”
 Richard Doerflinger, Associate Director of the 
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, said, “No 
current health care bill approved by committee is 
consistent with longstanding and widely supported 

federal policies on abortion and conscience rights. 
Contrary to recent misleading comments from 
some sources, this and other health care reform 
bills appropriate their own funds outside the scope 
of the annual Labor/HHS appropriations bills, and 
so are not covered by the Hyde amendment that 
prevents those bills from funding abortion cov-
erage. This legislation needs its own provision 
against such funding.”
 Kevin Appleby, USCCB Director of Mi-
gration and Refugee Policy, said, “If the goal of 
health-care reform is to reduce significantly the 
number of uninsured, the Senate bill falls well 
short. As passed out of the Finance Committee, 
millions of legal immigrants and their families 
would be left outside the system, dependent on 
emergency rooms for their primary care.”
 The United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB) has advocated for health care 
reform for decades. The bishops wrote in their Oc-
tober 8 letter that “Catholic moral tradition teaches 
that health care is a basic human right, essential to 
protecting human life and dignity. Much-needed 
reform of our health care system must be pursued 
in ways that serve the life and dignity of all, never 
in ways that undermine or violate these fundamen-
tal values. We will work tirelessly to remedy these 
central problems and help pass real reform that 
clearly protects the life, dignity and health of all.”
 The full text of the letter can be found on-
line at: www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/2009-10-
08-healthcare-letter-congress.pdf

	 “Loved	 Into	 Life—Becoming	 a	 Reed	 of	 God”	
is the focus of a women’s retreat that will take place 
Feb. 12-14, 2010 at Mount Saint Joseph Conference 
and Retreat Center. The retreat will revolve around 
the spirituality of Caryll Houselander. 
        A 20th-century English mystic, Houselander’s most 
famous book, The Reed of God, offers Mary as the 
model for all Christians. We, like Mary, are to strive to 
become hollow reeds, empty cups, and empty birds’ 
nests in order to be filled with God. Such emptiness 
draws God to pour out extravagant divine love upon 
us, a love that we then mediate to the world.
        Houselander, an unlikely “saint” who lived through 
two world wars, offers timely and profoundly simple 
advice on becoming holy in the midst of ordinary daily 
life. Her mystical experiences rooted in her the truth 
first experienced by Saint Paul on the road to Damas-
cus: Jesus is present in every person.Houselander 
integrates her religious experience into a spirituality 
that speaks to people of every age, a spirituality that 
weds love of Jesus with attention to his suffering body 
on earth.
 During this Valentine’s Day weekend, partici-
pants will be encouraged to reflect on and experience 

love at its most profound level — God’s own life within and 
among us.
 The women’s retreat begins at 6 p.m. Friday and ends 
at 1 p.m. Sunday.  The retreat leader will be Sister Cheryl 
Clemons, OSU, assistant congregational leader for the Ur-
suline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph. She is a former faculty 
member of Brescia University and adjunct professor in the 
Hesburgh Sabbatical Program at the Catholic Theologi-
cal Union in Chicago. Sister Cheryl has taught a variety of 
theology, liturgy, spirituality, and biblical courses, including 
Women in Christian Tradition and Women’s Spirituality. She 
also speaks regularly to various RCIA and adult education 
groups. She holds a doctorate from The Catholic University 
of America in historical theology — systematics, with mi-
nors in women’s theology and medieval church history.
 The retreat fee is $175 and includes materials, meals, 
snacks, and overnight accommodations. Commuters can 
attend for $120. Take 10 percent off the cost if paid in full by 
Jan. 12, 2010. Note: A $50 nonrefundable deposit is due with 
registration.
 To register or for more information, contact Kathy 
McCarty at 270-229-0200 or e-mail kathy.mccarty@maple-
mount.org.

Women’s Retreat Set for Feb. 12-14, 2010  
and honoring the president was based not on parti-
san politics but on “serious issues of Catholic belief, 
identity and witness -- triggered by Mr. Obama’s 
views -- which Cardinal Cottier, writing from outside 
the American context, may have misunderstood.” 
Archbishop Chaput added that the president’s search 
for “common ground” with the church, praised by 
Cardinal Cottier, is not necessarily a good thing. 
“So-called ‘common ground’ abortion policies may 
actually attack the common good because they imply 
a false unity,” he said. “The common good is never 
served by tolerance for killing the weak -- beginning 
with the unborn.”
 Noting Cardinal Cottier’s praise for Obama’s 
“humble realism,” Archbishop Chaput said he hoped 
the cardinal would turn out to be right. “American 
Catholics want him to be right. Humility and realism 
are the soil where a common-sense, modest, human-
scaled and moral politics can grow,” the archbishop 
said.
 “Whether President Obama can provide this 
kind of leadership remains to be seen. We have a 
duty to pray for him -- so that he can, and does,” he 
said.
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By Ginny Knight-Simon
HENDERSON,Ky. - On Sunday Sep-
tember, 27, 2009, Holy Name of Jesus 
Church  was filled to capacity celebrating 
the 2009 Sophia Awards Mass. The So-
phia Awards are presented to an outstand-
ing senior citizen in each parish, and are 
based on their being a good Catholic faith 
role model in their family, parish, and 
community.
 The first Sophia Awards Mass was 
held in September, 1999. Since that time 
approximately 800 trophies have been re-
ceived.
 Reverend J. Michael Clark, Dioc-
esan Administrator, presented each award 
to recipients with a handshake and a word 
of congratulations. Fr. Clark asked Bish-
op Emeritus John McRaith to step down 
from the altar and present the Honorary 
Diocesan Sophia Award to Sister Joseph 
Angela Boone, OSU, amid a standing 
ovation to acknowledge her constant 
good works in individual parishes, com-
munities, charitable organizations and the 
Diocese.
 In 2005, Sister Mary Thomas 
Simon,A.D., was honored with the only 
other Honorary Diocesan Sophia Award.
 Holy Name of Jesus Parish offered 
their warm hospitality in a big way for the 
celebration for the  seniors of the Diocese. 
“I would love to have the Mass here at 
Holy Name,” said Fr. Ed Bradley, Pastor, 
when he was contacted about having the 
celebration at Holy Name of Jesus. Music 
Director for the parish Neil Biggers said, 

“I would be honored to do the music for 
this Mass.” Volunteering his talents, along 
with the Ladies’ Senior Hand Chime 
Choir, and Violinist Sandy Berger, exqui-
site music filled the beautiful church. The 
parish senior group offered right away to 
provide over 700 homemade cookies for 
the reception following the Mass. Under 
the close supervision of Cissy Seidel, Ann 
Harigin, Jean Pagragan, and Lou Leasor, 
the crowd at the reception was able to 
“taste” the talents of the many generous 
people who volunteered to provide the 
cookies for them.
 The whole day was one of a cel-
ebration of stewardship, of the passing on 
of a faith legacy from one generation to 
another.
 There were many children, grand- 
children, and great-grandchildren of the 
honorees in attendance. It is a time to 
honor the legacy being passed from one 
generation to another. Stewardship con-
tinued to be evident through the many 
volunteers who came together to provide 
the music, the refreshments, photographs, 
and their service to each other.
 The many recipients came from all 
parts of the Diocese, but there was a com-
monality in their comments many times 
heard. 
 “…I’m so humbled.”  “ … There 
are so many more in the parish that de-
serve the award more than me.” “…We 
were shocked…” “…We are so grate-
ful.”

 As a whole,  the beautiful Autumn Sunday afternoon was very blessed. Con-
gratulations to all the winners. (The list of winners appeared in the November, 2009,  
edition of this paper.) 

Sister Joseph 
Angela Boone 
honored with 
Sophia Award
 Ursuline Sister Joseph Angela 
Boone was named the winner of the 2009 
Sophia Award on behalf of the Owens-
boro Diocese during a celebration Sept. 
27 at Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Hen-
derson, Ky.
 There were 58 parishes in the 32-
county diocese who nominated an out-
standing senior citizen of their parish 
who is a good example of Catholic faith. 
Nominees must be at least 65 years old.
 Sister Joseph Angela has been 
chancellor and director of administration 
for the Owensboro Diocese since 1989. 
Prior to that she was a teacher, a math 
professor at Brescia College, and treasur-
er/business administrator for the Ursuline 
Motherhouse for 19 years.
 This is the second honor for Sister 
Joseph Angela in 2009. On April 18, she 
was one of three people honored as Dis-
tinguished Alumni of Brescia University.

Bishop Emeritus John McRaith 
presented to Diocesan Chancellor 
Sister Joseph Angela Boone, OSU, 
a Sophia Award in Henderson Holy 
Name Church Sept. 27 to acknowledge 
her constant good works throughout 
the diocese. Diocesan Administrator 
Father Mike Clark was at the Bishop’s 
right side  as Diocesan Coordinator of 
Wisdom Ginny Knight-Simon , at center 
rear,  led the applause among the 
Sophia Award winners, their families, 
and friends who attended the awards 
ceremony. Photos by Hubert Powers

62 Western Kentucky Catholics Presented Sophia Awards in Henderson Sept. 27
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St. Thomas More Church Parish Mission
     Paducah, Ky.

“Filling the World with the Gospel of Christ”
December 5-9, 2009

    Presented by Franciscan priests Fr. John Anglin and Fr. Martin Bednar 
from St. Anthony Friary in St. Petersburg, FL, this mission offers an ex-
cellent opportunity to help us celebrate the season of Advent.  Mark your 
calendars and make plans to join us!

Mission Schedule (Tentative)
(Evening presentations do not include Mass; however, special mission 
daily Masses have been added to our regular weekly schedule; see details 
below.)
Saturday/Sunday  Mission priests attend all weekend Masses to
December 5 and 6 preach and invite parishioners to Mission
Monday, December 7 10:00 am Mass
    7:00 pm – Mission Session #1
    “God Comes to Us in Humble Love”
Tuesday, December 8 10:00 am Mass
    7:00 pm – Mission Session #2
    “The Cross:  A Gift of Love and Forgiveness”
Wednesday, December 9 10:00 am Mass
    7:00 pm – Mission Session #3
   “The Cross:  Source of Meaning in Our Suffering”
    Additional information will be provided in upcoming weeks as details 
are confirmed.  If you have questions, you may contact Donna at the Parish 
Office at donna@stmore.org or 534-9000.

The Western Kentucky  
Catholic
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 Business Address: Catholic Pastoral Center, 600 Locust St., 
Owensboro, KY 42301    Phone:  683-1545.  Fax:  683-6883  Internet 
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WASHINGTON—”Families are struggling. Faith 
is calling” is the theme of the 2009 Collection for 
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
(CCHD), which will be held in most Catholic par-
ishes the weekend of November 21-22.
 The economic crisis has left many in the 
United States without security: the security of 
having a job, of having health care or a sufficient 
retirement fund. U.S. Census poverty figures re-
veal that the number of people currently in pover-
ty in the United States is estimated at 39.8 million, 
almost 3 million more people than the previous 
year’s readings. For most of these families, how-
ever, these kinds of security have always been out 
of reach, and the current crisis has amplified their 
struggle.
 “The mission of CCHD is crucial in 2009: 
To uplift and embolden all who are one layoff or 
one medical scare away from the poverty line—
and all who are already there,” said Bishop Roger 
Morin of Biloxi, Mississippi, chairman of the 
U.S. Bishops’ Subcommittee on CCHD.
 For nearly 40 years, the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development has embodied Catholic 
social teaching through the pursuit of justice and 
the upholding of the dignity of the human per-
son. Since 1970, CCHD has funded community 
groups that create affordable housing, obtain fair 
wages and provide job training, as well as other 
organizing projects led by low income individuals 
to help people and resolve problems in their com-
munities.
 CCHD’s primary source of support is the 
once-a-year CCHD Collection held in U.S. par-
ishes. Twenty-five percent of the proceeds sup-
port projects in the diocese where the funds are 
collected.
 “This year, our call as Catholics to bring 
glad tidings to the poor…to proclaim liberty to 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free (Lk 4:18) is more important 
than ever before,” said Bishop Morin in a letter 
inviting parishes to be as generous as possible.
 CCHD funds programs where poor and 
marginalized people are empowered to make de-
cisions, seek solutions to local problems and find 
ways to improve their lives and neighborhoods. 
Economic development initiatives help poor and 
low-income people develop new businesses, cre-
ate new jobs and develop assets that are owned by 
families and communities. CCHD also provides 
educational opportunities for Catholics to learn 
about poverty, interact with those affected by it 
and reflect on a faith response to it.
 In 2008, CCHD-funded groups involved 
776 Catholic parishes, 18 Catholic Charities 
agencies and 51 religious communities. CCHD 

is a complement to the direct-assistance 
mission of Catholic Charities agencies and 
other Church emergency relief programs. 
It helps make long-term changes in the 
economic condition of communities by 
supporting projects that address the root 
causes of poverty.
 In 2009, a total of $7,735,613 was 
awarded to 250 grantees throughout the 
United States. A sample of 2009 CCHD 
nationally funded projects and the dioceses 
which recommended them follows. For a 
detailed list of the most recent grants, visit 
www.usccb.org/cchd/grants.
 Bishop Roger P. Morin, Chairman, 
Catholic Campaign for Human Develop-
ment (CCHD), wrote to the U.S. Bishops,  
in a Memoraondum Oct. 2, 2009, “Your 
continuing support of CCHD and the gen-
erosity of your people have helped 
• empower 250 groups of low-income 
people throughout the country to lift them-
selves from poverty and live in dignity. 
Each of these groups has been carefully 
reviewed for conformity to Catholic teach-
ing and approved by the local bishop for 
funding. They work on job creation, crime 
prevention, housing, immigration, and oth-
er vital issues.
• assist economic development initiatives 
in 18 different communities, including 
employment, housing, and urban and rural 
development.
• advance the mission of Catholic social 
teaching throughout the country with edu-
cation efforts to share the Church’s prin-
ciples and their implications in the midst 
of this economic turmoil.
• preach the good news of the Catho-
lic Campaign for Human Development. 
CCHD’s “Poverty USA’’ campaign has 
been recognized several times as one of 
the best public service campaigns in the 
nation. 
 “Thank you for your many efforts 
to promote both this collection and the 
essential work of the Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development. CCHD helps the 
Catholic community respond to the chal-
lenge of Pope Benedict XVI:
 I extend to every disciple of Christ 
and to every person of good will a warm 
invitation to expand their hearts to meet 
the needs of the poor and to take whatever 
practical steps are possible in order to help 
them. The truth of the axiom cannot be 
refuted: “to fight poverty is to build peace.” 
(2009 World Day of Peace Message 
#15.)”
 

Upcoming CCHD Collection Focuses On Aiding 
Struggling Families Amidst Economic Downturn



Are You Smarter Than A First Grader?
OCHS Football Coach, Adam Flowers, takes on Ms. Krystal Smith’s 1st grade 
students at the OCS Elementary K-3 Campus in “Are you Smarter Than a 1st 
Grader?” The 1st graders won!  Thanks Coach Flowers for visiting!  OCS Photo
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Kindergarten 3D Art
Kindergarten Students in Art Class at the OCS Elementary K-3 Campus learn 
about using different art mediums together to design their own initial using 
crayon and 3D paint. In the picture is Mrs. Barbara Evans, Art Teacher, assisting 
students with their projects.  OCS Photo

Third Graders Learn a Balancing Act
Third grade students at the OCS Elementary K-3 Campus create art in Art Class 
while studying about Informal and Asymmetrical Balance, as well as positive 
and negative effects in art. In the picture, several students work on their art 
creations. OCS Photo

Gaining Collaborative Mind 
Mapping Skills With Charts 
Ms. Ashley Hagan’s 6th grade Language Arts classes at OCS Elementary 
4-6 Campus worked with partners to complete a review packet of reading 
concepts they have learned this year.  The students read aloud to one another 
and compared/contrasted Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome on a chart.  They 
also read an interesting passage about King Tut’s Tomb, which focused on fact 
and opinion skills. In the picture (L to R) Kelby Krampe, Mary Keaton Clemens, 
Nicholas Russell, and Nicholas McGehee.  OCS Photo

Learn how the ministries of the Ursuline Sisters of Mount
Saint Joseph help change lives in eight states and in 
Chile (shown at left). Call 270-229-4103 or e-mail 
alicia.coomes@maplemount.org • www.ursulinesmsj.org

Do you have a passion to free 
and nurture women and children?

Vocation Director
Sister Alicia Coomes



St. Mary Students Score Well on Standardized Tests
PADUCAH,Ky. - Sept. 23, 2009 - St. Mary High School students have once again 
exceeded the state and national average scores on the ACT assessment. The class of 
2008-2009 scored an average composite of 23.4 compared to the 19.4 state average 
and the 21.2 national average. The average score in each subject area also exceeded 
the state and national averages. Likewise, St. Mary students have scored well on the 
2009 Terra Nova tests. The first grade class scored an 86, the third grade class scored 
an 80, the fifth grade class scored a 71, seventh grade scored an 86.3, and the ninth 
grade class scored a 75. 
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Diocese of Owensboro Found To Be In Full 
Compliance Once Again
 The Diocese of Owensboro participated in an on-site audit during the week 
of  August 31 – September 4, 2009, and was found to be in full compliance with the 
Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.  The Charter was estab-
lished in 2002 by the U.S. Bishops as a way for the dioceses in the United States 
to be accountable for its implementation of the requirements for the prevention of 
sexual abuse. The USCCB National Review Board and the Office for Child and 
Youth Protection evaluates each diocese for compliance through an independent 
auditing company, The Gavin Group.
 The Diocese has been in full compliance since the audits began in 2003.  That 
has been possible because of the parishes and schools throughout the diocese who 
help implement Safe Environment policies, overseeing their various ministries.  The 
Diocesan Office of Safe Environment thanks all involved for their diligence in cre-
ating and maintaining protected spaces for the Church’s younger members.
 Following is the letter of compliance received from The Gavin Group:

PADUCAH,Ky. - Bishop McRaith and 
Elizabeth McKinney are the two most 
recent inductees into the St. Mary Hall 
of Fame. They were formally inducted 
at the Recognition Dinner on September 
25th as part of St. Mary’s annual Home-
coming activities. Both honorees were 
recognized for their lifetime of service 
and dedication to the Church and to the 
St. Mary School System. Kaye Haas, 
Carol Mathis, and Phyllis McCutchen ac-
cepted the recognition on behalf of their 
deceased mother, Elizabeth McKinney, 
who devoted 28 years of her life to cafe-
teria management at St. Mary’s Academy 
and St. Thomas More Elementary. Bishop 
McRaith, recognized for his 27 years of 
service and leadership as Bishop of the 
Diocese of Owensboro and staunch sup-
porter of Catholic education and the St. 
Mary School System, encouraged the at-
tendees of the event to be good stewards 
of the gifts God has given to you and re-
minded them that all our talents are gifts 
from God. 

St. Mary School System Inducts Two Dedi-
cated Servants of Schools into Hall of Fame

Bishop McRaith was recognized for his 
27 years of service and leadership as 
Bishop of the Diocese of Owensboro 
and staunch support of Catholic 
education and the St. Mary School 
System. SMSS Photo

 In addition to the Recognition Dinner, St. Mary alumni participated in several 
other activities during the Homecoming Weekend. There was a golf scramble on Sat-
urday morning, BBQ lunch and family activities in the afternoon, and an alumni dance 
in the evening. The culminating event of the weekend was the closing Mass held at St. 
Francis de Sales Church on Sunday morning. 

Kaye Haas, Carol Mathis, and Phyllis McCutchen accepted the Hall of Fame 
recognition on behalf of their deceased mother, Elizabeth McKinney. SMSS 
Photo



Body Language:
Commentary on the Intersection of Faith, Sex, & Culture

 By Christopher West

Spousal Prayer
Part II 
 In my last column, I told you about a Mother Tessa Bi-
elecki’s marvelous tape series called “Passion for God” – an 
introduction to “spousal prayer” in the tradition of St. Teresa 
of Avila. Spousal prayer invites us to enter more deeply into 
union with Christ the Bridegroom as a member of the church, 
his bride. But for this to become a lived experience, we must 
learn how to let go of all of our “God substitutes” and open 
our deepest desires for love to the One who alone can fulfill 
them.
 The Greeks called that deep yearning for love eros. As 

Pope Benedict wrote, “Eros tends to rise ‘in ecstasy’ towards the Divine . . .; yet for 
this very reason it calls for a path of ascent, renunciation, purification and healing. 
Concretely, what does this path of ascent and purification entail? . . . Here we can find 
a first, important indication in the Song of Songs, an Old Testament book well known 
to the mystics” (Deus Caritas Est 5, 6).
 The great mystics of the church love the Song of Songs because it speaks of an 
experience that’s near and dear to them – the experience of eros lived as “prayer.” For 
prayer, as Pope Benedict put it, “is nothing other than becoming a longing for God” 
(Mary: The Church at the Source, p. 15). When eros is lived as a longing for God, we 
have “spousal prayer.”
 In laying out his great pastoral “program” for the new millennium, Pope John 
Paul II stressed the importance of such deep, intimate prayer: “Yes, dear brothers and 
sisters, our Christian communities must become genuine ‘schools’ of prayer where the 
meeting with Christ is expressed . . . [in] ardent devotion until the heart truly ‘falls in 
love.’” Indeed, we “have a duty,” John Paul said, “to show to what depths the relation-
ship with Christ can lead.” And to show these depths, he turned to mystics:
 “The great mystical tradition of the Church . . . shows how prayer can progress, 
as a genuine dialogue of love, to the point of rendering the person wholly possessed 
by the divine Beloved.” – As an aside, I’d bet that the word “possessed” reminds you 
of demonic possession.  But possession by evil spirits is simply a diabolic mockery 
of what we are all called to: possession by the Holy Spirit, which means “vibrating at 
the Spirit’s touch,” as John Paul wrote.  Learning how to surrender to the divine in this 
way means learning how to enter into “spousal prayer.”
 This is “a journey totally sustained by grace,” John Paul insisted. At the same 
time it “demands an intense spiritual commitment and is no stranger to painful puri-
fications (the ‘dark night’). But it leads, in various possible ways, to the ineffable joy 
experienced by the mystics as ‘nuptial union.’ How can we forget here, among the 
many shining examples, the teachings of St. John of the Cross and St. Teresa of Avila?” 
(Novo Millenio Ineunte 33).
 Such deep, intimate prayer is not only reserved for those in a convent or a mon-
astery. It “would be wrong,” John Paul said, “to think that ordinary Christians can be 
content with a shallow prayer that is unable to fill their whole life.” In fact, when we 
fail to enter into the depths of prayer, we are “not only mediocre Christians but ‘Chris-
tians at risk’ . . . [of] succumbing to the allure of ‘substitutes’” (Novo Millenio Ineunte 
34).
 Mother Tessa observes that one of the biggest “substitutes” on the market for 
intimacy with God is sex. Sex is meant to be an icon – an earthly sign that points us to 
the heavenly reality of union with God. But we so often treat it as an idol. That is, we 
go to sex as if it were our ultimate fulfillment, as if it were God. Don’t we see this kind 
of idolatry everywhere in our media culture?
 The way out of this trap for all of us – whether single, married or consecrated 
celibate – is precisely the intimacy of spousal prayer. If we lived spousal prayer to 
its depths, Mother Tessa observes, consecrated celibates would have their longings 
for love beautifully fulfilled in God rather than being prone to sexual frustration and 
bitterness; single people would be freed from a terribly destructive promiscuity; and 
married people would stop expecting their spouse to be God.
 We have two choices as a culture, Mother Tessa believes: Mysticism or neurosis; 
sublimation of erotic desire or sexual chaos; spousal prayer or social upheaval. In the 
end, she’s absolutely right. Oh, Lord, teach us to pray!

DAILY PRAYER FOR THE NOVENA
Prayer for the Faithful Departed

	 O	 gentlest	 Heart	 of	 Jesus,	 ever	 present	 in	 the	 Blessed	 Sacrament,	 ever	
consumed	with	burning	love	for	the	poor	captive	souls	in	Purgatory,	have	mercy	on	
the	souls	of	Your	servants.		Be	not	severe	in	Your	judgment,	but	let	some	drops	of	
Your	Precious	Blood	fall	upon	our	beloved	departed,	and	do	You,	O	merciful	Savior,	
send	Your	angels	to	conduct	the	souls	of	your	servants	to	a	place	of	refreshment	and	
peace.		AMEN.

Join with others in prayer at the Diocesan Marian Shrine:
 Mary, Mother of the Church & Model of All Christians.

The Shrine is located at historic St. Joseph Church, 
434 Church Street, Bowling Green, KY.

Dear Diocesan Marian Shrine Committee,
 Please include the names of my deceased family and friends in the 
prayers of those who gather at Mary, Mother of the Church & Model of All 
Christians Diocesan Shrine for this Holy Souls in Purgatory Novena.   Please 
accept this donation for my intention(s) of Holy Souls in this Novena.

NAMES TO BE REMEMBERED:  1)_____________________________,

2) ___________________________, 3)_____________________________,

4) ___________________________, 5) _____________________________,

Donor’s Name:______________________, Address:___________________
City, State, Zip:_________________________________________________
Send to:      Marian Shrine Committee
 c/o Leigh Blair, 740 Covington Grove,  Bowling Green, KY 42104
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Advent, 
         the beginning of the liturgical year in the Catholic Church, is a time of prepa-
ration for the coming of Christ at Christmas. It was historically known as “little 
Lent,” because, like Lent, it is a time of repentance, with prayer, fasting, and Con-
fession. Advent 2009 begins on the First Sunday in Advent, November 29, 2009.
* Feast of Saint Nicholas (Sunday, December 6, 2009)
* Second Sunday of Advent (Sunday, December 6, 2009)
* Immaculate Conception (Tuesday, December 8, 2009)  Holy Day of Obligation
* Our Lady of Guadalupe (Saturday, December 12, 2009)
* Feast of Saint Lucy (Sunday, December 13, 2009)
* Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) (Sunday, December 13, 2009)
* Fourth Sunday of Advent (Sunday, December 20, 2009)
* Christmas Eve (Thursday, December 24, 2009)
* Christmas (Friday, December 25, 2009)   Holy Day of Obligation



8 The Western Kentucky Catholic, November, 2009, www:rcdok.org

Guest Editorial
Ecumenical Jubilee 
2000: Retrospective
By Fr. Dan Kreutzer 
 Ten years ago, many Catholics in 
western Kentucky, like their counterparts 
around the world, were celebrating the 
Ecumenical Jubilee Year 2000. This his-
toric jubilee was instituted by Pope John 
Paul II. Owensboro Bishop John McRaith 
was a vigorous supporter of the Jubilee 
year.
 The Jubilee Candle traced its way 
through every county in the Diocese, 
lighting the way to the Jubilee through nu-
merous Christian communities.  In Owens-
boro, the judicatory heads of all Christian 
denominations in western Kentucky, with 
substantial membership, gathered each 
month to plan ways to promote greater 
Christian unity.
 After a jubilant celebration in Ow-
ensboro, many who participated in the 
excitement and hope of the Jubilee Year 
wondered what was next. Some expected 
that additional activities, based on their 
participation in the Jubilee events, would 
continue to be planned and delivered from 
Owensboro.
 Following the lead of Pope John Paul 
II, Bishop McRaith indicated that the next 
steps were up to the parishes. The Jubilee 
Year was designed to give new impetus to 
the historic importance of ecumenism. Be-
yond that, both Pope and Bishop expected 
the work to continue at the grassroots.
 In the intervening ten years, the 
world has a new pope. In the 4 years he 
has been pope, Benedict XVI has repeat-
edly affirmed his commitment, and the 
Church’s, to the primacy of a more visible 
ecumenism. A consistent ecumenical ethic 
has been established and sustained for 30 

years.
 In the Diocese, Fr. Mike Clark shep-
herded ecumenical activities until he 
named Fr. Tony Bickett, a well-regarded 
ecumenist, to be the Ecumenical Officer. 
Fr. Bickett has reinvigorated the Ecu-
menical Commission and has asked each 
parish to name an ecumenical advocate.  
Fr. Bickett agrees that the work of greater 
visible unity is at the grassroots level. At 
a recent meeting with Fr. Bickett and the 
Diocesan Ecumenical Commission, Ken-
tucky Council of Churches Executive Di-
rector,  Rev. Dr. Marian McClure-Taylor, 
applauded the grassroots approach being 
taken in western Kentucky.  She said she 
would urge other Council churches to keep 
track of the progress of ecumenical work 
in western Kentucky.
 This is all hopeful. I would also like 
to share two additional hopeful “signs of 
the times” for ecumenism.  In my work, as 
director of Catholic mission and pastoral 
care in hospitals, I have observed the work 
of the Spirit, creating greater visible unity. 
When a patient arrives at an emergency 
room, the EMTs could be Latino Catho-

lics. The triage nurse could be a Southern 
Baptist.  The phlebotomist could be a 
Methodist. The trauma physician might 
well be an Episcopalian.  These cultur-
ally and religiously diverse healthcare 
professionals indicate, to the discerning, 
that the Spirit is resourcefully intentional 
about unity. These healthcare profession-
als work, rest, eat, and joke side-by-side 
through traumatic, tense, demanding cases. 
They become a community,  visibly wit-
nessing to their common value of well-be-
ing, for all patients, with no regard to their 
race, color, creed, or national origin—or, 
I might add, their ability to pay.  This is 
hopeful to those with eyes to see.
 Another hopeful “sign of the times” is 
the flourishing of ecumenical marriages. I 
have observed many of these in parishes 
of our diocese. An ecumenical marriage 
is one in which one of the spouses is not 
Catholic. Love may or may not be blind, 
but it certainly knows no bounds.  These 
ecumenical marriages are another sign of 

 The “Great Jubilee” of 2000
 Pope John Paul II announced a Great 
Jubilee for the year 2000 with his Apostolic 
Letter Tertio Millennio Adveniente (As the 
Third Millennium Approaches) of Novem-
ber 10, 1994. In this writing, he called for a 
three-year preparation period leading up to 
the opening of the Great Jubilee in December 
1999. The first year, 1997, was to be dedi-
cated to meditation on Jesus, the second to 
the Holy Spirit, and the third to God the Fa-
ther. This Jubilee was especially marked by 
a simplification of the rites and the require-
ments for achieving the indulgence, as well 
as a huge effort to involve more Christians 
in the celebration.
 Protestant Churches and the Orthodox 

The official logo of the Great Jubilee 
of 2000 features its motto: Christ 
Yesterday, Today, Forever.

were invited to celebrate the Jubilee 
together with the Catholics as a sign 
of ecumenical dialogue. Furthermore, 
special Jubilees were invoked for vari-
ous groups within the Church, such as 
children, athletes, politicians, and 
actors. World Youth Day, celebrated 
in Rome in August, brought over two 
million young people together.
 The Jubilee was closed by the 
pope on January 6, 2001, by the clos-
ing of the holy door of St. Peter’s and 
the promulgation of the Apostolic 
Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte (Upon 
Entering the New Millennium), which 
outlined the pope’s vision for the future 
of the Church.

the Spirit of the God who is love, build-
ing visible ecumenical unity. This, too, is 
hopeful to those with eyes to see.
 These hopeful signs are without doubt 
grassroots ecumenical efforts by the same 
Spirit who continues to work within the 
Church, not to exclusion of course, to ac-
commodate the fervent prayer of Jesus that 
“[we] all might be one.”
 So, then years after the memorable 
and moving ecumenical jubilee, ecumen-
ism is taking root as both John Paul II and 
Bishop McRaith envisioned. Inside the 
Church and beyond, in our society, men 
and women of differing faiths and beliefs 
are working together to heal others as 
well as  marrying each other and creating 
ecumenical families that are testament to 
the enduring presence and determination 
of the Holy Spirit to fulfill the will of the 
Lord.
 Fr. Dan Kreutzer served as chair of 
the Diocesan Jubilee Year Ecumenical 
Committee.

ONCE MORE WITH LOVE…
is a marriage preparation program for couples preparing for marriage after one or 
both persons have experienced a divorce or death of a former spouse. This program 
is designed to address the critical issues of a second marriage and to offer an oppor-
tunity to establish a solid foundation for a new intimate relationship.
 A Once More With Love program will be held Saturday, November 21, 2009 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center starting at 8:30 AM - and will conclude with liturgy 
at 5:00 PM at St. Stephen Cathedral and a romantic dinner around 6:00 PM.  It is 
essential that a couple plan to attend the entire day.  The cost for the day is $100.00 
and includes lunch, dinner and materials.
 To register you can go on line at www/rcdok.org or contact the Family Life 
Office at  (270) 683-1545.

Union, Webster and Crittenden County Drug 
Courts Partner with Boulware Mission
Special  The Western Kentucky Catholic

 During the past five years, Union, 
Webster and Crittenden County Drug 
Courts have used Boulware Missions 
services to enhance the recovery opportu-
nities of its participants. Drug Court par-
ticipants are people in the criminal justice 
system that have been given the chance 
at rehabilitation in lieu of incarceration. 
Boulware Mission provides those partici-
pants licensed drug and alcohol treatment, 
along with long-term counseling, in order 
for each individual to address their indi-
vidual needs and become a productive 
member of their respective communities.
 At any given month, three to four 
Drug Court participants are in some level 
of counseling at Boulware Mission. Drug 
Court workers and Boulware Mission 
staff keep weekly correspondence to en-
hance the quality and continuity of each 
participants individualized treatment 

goals and objectives. This close relation-
ship between the two entities has trans-
formed would-be criminals into viable, 
responsible citizens of these communi-
ties.
 Not only have professional rela-
tionships been built between Boulware 
and Drug Courts, but also the members 
of each community have made great ef-
forts in raising funds to assist the work 
that Boulware Mission has undertaken. 
Many of these funds come directly from 
the generosity of the faith-based commu-
nities of Union, Webster, and Crittenden 
counties.
 This partnership is just one exam-
ple of how various agencies can form a 
collaborative partnership with Boulware 
Mission to successfully meet the indi-
vidual needs of the communities in which 
they serve.



Three from diocesan schools named 
Sen. Jeff Green Scholars

FRANKFORT, Ky. — Three 2009 graduates from diocesan high schools have been 
named Sen. Jeff Green Scholars. Students earn this designation by achieving a 4.0 
grade point average all four years of high school and scoring at least a 28 composite 
on the ACT. The title honors the late state Sen. Jeff Green of Mayfield, who served in 
the Kentucky General Assembly from 1992 to 1997.
 Students who earned this prestigious designation are St. Mary High School, Pa-
ducah, Blake Averill; Trinity High School, Whitesville, Eathan Johnson; and Owens-
boro Catholic High School, Margaret Glaser.
 “My congratulations go to these hardworking and deserving students for this 
tremendous academic accomplishment,” said Gov. Steve Beshear. “A strong educa-
tion system builds the foundation for students to be successful in college and beyond, 
and I am grateful for the dedication and support of the faculty, administrators, and the 
parents who helped these students succeed. I know they are proud of them today.”
 As Sen. Jeff Green Scholars, these students are eligible for at least $2,500 a year 
in Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship (KEES) awards. 
 KEES awards are funded by net Kentucky lottery proceeds and may be used at 
most colleges and universities in Kentucky. Students may access their KEES account 
information at www.kheaa.com by setting up a Zip Access account.
 For more information about KEES, write to KHEAA, P.O. Box 798, Frankfort, 
KY 40602-0798; call (800) 928-8926, extension 7394; e-mail kees@kheaa.com; or 
visit www.kheaa.com. 

Will Smith Wins St. Mary’s 
AP Scholar Award

PADUCAH,Ky. - Will Smith, St. Mary High 
School Class of ’09, has received the 
AP Scholar Award in recognition of his 
exceptional achievement on AP Exams 
during his senior year at St. Mary. To 
qualify for this honor, a student must 
complete three exams with a grade of 3 
or higher. Smith completed five exams 
with four scores being a 3 or higher. 
Research consistently shows that 
AP students who score a 3 or higher 
on AP Exams (based on a scale of 1-
5, with 5 being the highest) typically 
experience greater academic success 
in college and higher graduation rates 
than students who do not participate in 
AP.   SMSS Photo

 A St. Mary High School senior, Lesley 
Nash, was named a National Merit Scholar 
Semifinalist September 16. That same day, 
Owensboro Catholic High School seniors 
Abbie Riney and Melinda Thompson were 
named National Merit Semifinalists.
 Lesley Nash is the only student in 
Paducah or McCracken County to receive 
this honor. Her score on the PSAT ranked 
her 39th out of 219 National Merit Schol-
ars in Kentucky.  She is the daughter of Jeff 
and Jeanne Nash of Paducah. Lesley and her 
family are members of St. Francis de Sales 
Church in Paducah. Lesley is a member of 
the Advanced Orchestra, the National Honor 
Society, and the academic team. Last sum-
mer she attended the Governor’s Scholar 
Program.   

Lesley Nash 

Melinda Thompson

Abbie Riney
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(Evanston, Illinois) September 16, 2009 - 
Officials of National Merit Scholarship Cor-
poration (NMSC) announced the names of 
approximately 16,000 Semifinalists in the 
55th annual National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. 
 These academically talented high 
school seniors have an opportunity to con-
tinue in the competition for some 8,200 Na-
tional Merit Scholarships, worth more than 
$36 million, that will be offered next spring. 
To be considered for a Merit Scholarship® 
award, Semifinalists must fulfill several re-
quirements to advance to the Finalist level 
of the competition. About 90 percent of the 
Semifinalists are expected to attain Final-
ist standing, and approximately half of the 
Finalists will win a National Merit Scholar-
ship, earning the Merit Scholar® title.

 Melinda Thompson, the daugh-
ter of Al and Molly Thompson, is a mem-
ber of Blessed Mother parish.  In reply to a 
question about her activities at OCHS, Me-
linda said she has  been a drum major for 
the Marching Band; played the tenor saxo-
phone in the band, as well as for her parish 
(Blessed Mother); participated in the OCHS 
Drama Club, the Academic Team, the For-
eign Language Club, the National Honor 
Society.  She has been active in her parish 
Youth Group, and  attended the Kentucky 
Governor’s Scholars Program
 Abbie Riney, the daughter of Dan 
and Kim Riney, is a member of Our Lady 
of Lourdes parish. Asked about her high 
school experiences at OCHS, Abbie wrote, 
“I am fortunate to have had wonderful teach-
ers throughout every stage of my education.  
Each of them has contributed to my educa-
tion in unique and meaningful ways.  For 
me, the Catholic school system has provided 
an excellent environment for my educational 
growth, both academically and spiritually.
  “I have been a very active member 
of the National Honor Society since my 
sophomore year and have been involved in 
SCRUBS (Students Creating Respect Using 
Better Solutions) since my freshman year.  I 
have been a peer tutor for many years and 
was a member of the tennis team during my 
sophomore year.”

 Within the 32 county area of the 
diocese of Owensboro, there were 9 
Semifinalists from the towns of Scotts-
ville, Paducah, Owensboro, Madison-
ville, Henderson, Bowling Green,  and 
Benton. Of the 219 students named 
2009 National Merit Semifinalists in 
the state of Kentucky, four were home-
schooled. 

During The Year Of The Priest, 
Let Us Adopt-a-priest

    The Serra Club of Owensboro has a program to provide 
prayerful  support for the priests of our Diocese. A lapel pin 
has been designed as shown.  The initials of the priest and 
his date  of ordination have been engraved on the back of 

each pin.   Along with each pin, a card and envelope will be included, designed 
especially  to be sent by the wearer to the adopted priest. The Serra Club is 
asking that you pray daily for your Adopted Priest.  To order a pin, send a 
check or money order for $15.00 to: Serra Club of Owensboro, 4213 Spring 
Bank Drive, Owensboro, KY 42303 
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Mary Margaret Drury, left front, and Kris Weise led a group around the Rosary 
Walk Oct. 4 at Mount Saint Joseph. The rosary was led by Fr. Dave Glockner. 
Participants came from Henderson, Hawesville, and Owensboro.

MAPLE MOUNT,Ky. - Every year on the first Sunday of October, Mount Saint Joseph 
Conference and Retreat Center begins the celebration of the month of the rosary by 
inviting everyone to pray the rosary. This year the Rosary for Life reminded us that all 
life is sacred from conception to natural death. Anyone is invited to come and walk the 
20-decade Rosary Walk. It is lined with commemorative bricks donated in honor of or 
in memory of friends and loved ones. 
 If anyone would like to add a brick to the Rosary Walk, please contact Mount 
Saint Joseph Conference and Retreat Center at 270-229-0200.

People Pray Along Mount Saint Joseph 
Rosary Walk Offering A Rosary For Life 

Catholic Charities Adoptions
Providing help, creating hope.

Catholic Charities of Owensboro provides assistance to women 
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy and to couples who are 
seeking to adopt.

For more information about domestic adoption, 
call Rita at 270-852-8328.

For more information about international adoption, 
call Martha at 270-852-8366.

If you or someone you know is experiencing a crisis pregnancy, 
call us to find out how we can help.  270-852-8328



Prayer at the Pole 
Holy Name Youth Minister Charlie Hardesty organized Holy Name School’s 7th and 8th 
grade students to participate in a national day of prayer on Wednesday, September 23, 
2009.  Approximately 50 students took part in the prayer service which began at 7:15 AM 
before school started.

The Whole Child
Holy Name Speaks to Rotary 
About School’s Goals
By Victoria Grabner, Gleaner Staff
HENDERSON,Ky. - Sept. 25, 2009 - Holy 
Name of Jesus Catholic School aims to edu-
cate “the whole child,” school officials told 
the Henderson Rotary Club on Thursday.
 “They know they are created in the 
likeness of God, and each person has unique 
and special gifts,” said Father Ed Bradley. 
 That said, not every student who at-
tends the school is Catholic. Bradley said 
about 25 to 30 percent of all the school’s stu-
dents are non-Catholic, even though they do 
participate in daily religious classes.
 John Hodge, s parent whose daughter, 
Hannah, attends Holy Name, said he and 
his wife have had three children go through 
Holy Name and three who currently still at-
tend the school. 
 They are Presbyterians however. 
Hodge said “the spirit of God is lifted up at 
Holy Name,” where the teachers are dedi-
cated to the faith and to the school. In fact, 
one teacher in particular gives every eighth-
grader her phone number and tells them to 
call her it they ever need to. And some have, 
Hodge said.
 Meanwhile, students from parochial 
schools do tend to perform well on achieve-

Nathan Bach and Andrew Moats receive a hug from 
Holy Name Parishioner Ann Beckham.  The first 
and second graders adopt a Holy Name School 
neighbor and they visit their neighbor with prayers, 
songs, and handmade gifts.
ment tests, Bradley said. He attributed that to high 
levels of parental involvement, a disciplined environ-
ment and students who have a good sense of their self-
worth.
 Some of the students who spoke at the Rotary 
Club meeting described their interests in sports and 
their extra-curricular activities, life participating in the 
Y Club and CPR classes.
 Principal Daryl Hagan added that the goal of a 
Holy Name education is to prepare students for a high 
school education that will launch them into the next 
phase of their lives, which will hopefully include col-
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Holy Name eighth grader Amanda Royer leads the procession from 
the church to the grotto to celebrate Mary, the mother of Jesus.
lege or technical school.
 And the staff members seem to enjoy teaching at the school. 
Vickie Stumph, a fifth- and sixth-grade pre-algebra teacher,  is also 
the cheereading and pep coach. She said she used to teach at the public 
schools for 13 years.  But she was unhappy with her job and thought 
about finding another career. Then she got offered a position at Holy 
Name.
 “I truly love what I get to do every day,” she said. I thank God 
that I get to come to work at Holy Name every day.”
 This article by Victoria Grabner,  published in the Sept. 25, 2009 
edition of the Henderson Gleaner, is reprinted with permission of the 
Henderson Gleaner.

Sister Mary Clement Greenwell, OSU, 
101, Died Sept.23 
Maple Mount — Sister Mary Clement 
Greenwell, 101,  an Ursuline Sister of 
Mount Saint Joseph, died Sept. 23 at 
Mount Saint Joseph, in her 82nd  year 
of religious life. 
 A native of Curdsville, she was 
the daughter of Matthew and Eliza-
beth Sauer Byrne Greenwell. An edu-
cator for over 50 years, she taught at 
St. Joseph High School, Owensboro 
(1929-30), St. Anthony School, Peonia 
(1956-58), Blessed Mother (1973-74), 
and Immaculate (1974-76) schools, 
Owensboro. She also taught in the 
Archdiocese of Louisville, in Missouri and New Mexico, and spent 11 years 
in Louisville in outreach and tutoring ministry. As a teacher, she believed 
even the most unlikely learner could become a good student. She retired to 
the Motherhouse in 1989, where she loved to play cards. Survivors include 
nieces and nephews, and the members of her religious community. 
 The funeral Mass was Sept. 25 at Mount Saint Joseph, with burial in 
the convent cemetery. Glenn Funeral Home, Owensboro, was in charge of 
arrangements. 
 Gifts in memory of Sister Mary Clement Greenwell may take the 
form of donations to the Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph, 8001 Cum-
mings Road, Maple Mount, KY 42356.



By Larena Lawson
OWENSBORO,Ky. - On July 24, 2009, 
the Owensboro Serra Club met for their 
bimonthly luncheon. Uwem Enoh, an 
Owensboro Diocesan Seminarian, kindly 
accepted an invitation to be the Program 
Speaker of the Day, and talked to them 
about his vocation. During the Spring 
2009 months, Uwem had been serving 
as Seminarian Intern at St. Stephen Ca-
thedral, and traveled a lot around Owens-
boro. He had a very interesting story to 
tell. 
 Uwem was born 34 years ago, (al-
though he looks much younger,) in the 
country of Nigeria. His father, Augustine, 
is a retired teacher and now farms, grow-
ing fruits and vegetables. His “mum,” 
Josephine, is a middle school teacher. 
Uwem’s parents had seven children, six 
of whom are still living. 
 Uwem began by telling a remark-
able story about his birth.  “Something 
that happened to me on my first birth-
day on earth has affected me throughout 
life: my mom was walking to the hospi-
tal, about a ten minute walk. Before she 
reached the hospital, my birth happened 
there on the way; I was born by the road-
side. I don’t know how it happened, but 
she told me that this was her easiest birth 
of all my siblings. I don’t know, but, from 
that day, I have been on the road.”
 Uwem was the first from his family 
to leave home. He went to a high school 
seminary, a boarding school. He was the 
first to leave the country to go to South 
Africa for his college education, and the 
first to come to the United States. All of 
Uwem’s siblings are still at home. 
 When Uwem was a small boy, 
maybe 10 years old, he started serving 
at Mass, and it was there that he became 
interested in the seminary and how the 
priests do things. At that time it was just 
fascination, but later he did go to high 
school seminary. There he began reading 
about the missionaries that came to Ni-
geria. In the 1930s, St. Patrick’s Society 
(The Kiltegans Fathers) began sending 
missionaries to Southern Nigeria, prior 
to this were Portuguese missionaries. 
Uwem shared, “The one thing that struck 
me was that since there was no cure for 
malaria a lot of the expatriates died due to 
being bitten by mosquitoes. Though these 
priests knew that they may not come 
home alive, it did not deter them from 
making this tortuous expedition to Africa. 
Southern Nigeria at the time was known 
as ‘The White Man’s Grave.’ The mis-
sionaries kept coming to preach the Word. 

about 56 countries represented. “It was 
pretty broad and wide. I had a lot of expe-
riences about different countries and cul-
tures,” Uwem explained. He stayed there 
for three years, going to school, and going 
around the country experiencing the dif-
ferent foods, the different places and see-
ing the happy people; people who were 
excited about their faith and sing with joy 
in church.  Uwem’s time in that country 
was “a good experience, but also a trau-
matic experience for me,” he admitted. It 
was his first time to be that far away from 
home. When Uwem finished his studies 
there, he decided to go back home to Ni-
geria and do something else.
 Uwem went to the diocese at home 
in Nigeria and they sent him to the high 
school seminary where he was a former 
student and there he taught textbook 
Latin and physical education. He taught 
for a year and during that year a friend 
of his, who is now a missionary priest 
in the Sudan, said that he thought that 
Uwem still had a vocation to the priest-
hood. He gave Uwem an advertisement 
of the Glenmary Missionaries that work 
in the United States. Uwem decided to 
try it. He wrote to them and was invited 
to come. That was in October, 2004. He 
came to the little town of Owingsville, 
in Eastern Kentucky, between Mount 
Sterling and Morehead. That was a big 
change for Uwem. He was there for close 
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As I read about them what struck me was 
the thought that there was something that 
drove these men to come all the way from 
Ireland, in small boats, knowing that they 
were going to die, but they had to take 
the message of Christ to the ends of the 
world. It was because of this witness that 
I decided to become a priest.”
 Uwem went on to finish high school 
seminary, and when he finished, he con-
tinued to think about the priesthood, but 
decided to prepare to go to the university. 
He went to school there for 2 years and 
then it came back to him that he wanted to 
be a priest. He joined the St. Patrick Mis-
sionaries from Ireland. He stayed with 
them in Nigeria for about three years and 
worked with them around the country. 
 “One experience that stayed with 
me during that time was I was sent to stay 
with a priest, and one day we went to vis-
it, (like I did this afternoon,) to visit the 
homebound and those who cannot come 
out,” Uwem said, as he began telling the 
memorable story. “We started with a van 
or with a truck and inside the truck we 
had two bicycles. We drove the truck to 
a point where the road ended; we parked 
the truck, took the bicycles and contin-
ued the journey. At a point, we couldn’t 
make it on the bicycles. The only means 

At left, Father Andy Garner, Diocesan 
Vocations Director, speaks with 
Uwem Enoh at a Seminarian Picnic in 
Paducah on Aug. 15, and gives him the 
2009 diocesan semiarian shirt. Above 
Uwem spoke briefly to the gathering. 
Larena Lawson Photos

Continued on page 20

of transport from there was speed boat.” 
It was about 7:00 P.M. and they were near 
the Atlantic Ocean, in a creek linked to 
its tributaries. These creeks were infested 
with crocodiles. Uwem continued, “One 
thing the priest did that struck me again 
was, at a point the boat stopped and the 
driver was unable to start the engine.” 
The priest just calmly began to say his 
evening prayers. “At that time, I was 
very afraid and was angry at the priest,” 
remembered Uwem. “This man has lived 
his life and is unfazed by the prospect of 
death, but here I was just beginning my 
life and now will die in these creeks. The 
man just went on reading his prayers, 
unconcerned with what was happening 
around him. Eventually we were able to 
start the boat.” But, Uwem left there with 
a great lesson about faith. The old priest 
had put all his faith and trust in God to 
the point where he put their fate in His 
hands. This faith and trust left a lasting 
impression on Uwem, at a time when he 
had become angry and nervous because 
of being stranded in the creek. Uwem said 
that the priest is still serving in Nigeria.
 After three years with the St. Pat-
rick Missionaries in Nigeria, Uwem went 
to South Africa to study Philosophy. In 
the school where he was sent, there were 
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On Oct 2, 2009 Glenmary Sisters congregatiojal leader Sr. Sharon Miller, fourth 
from right,  and Sr. Rosemary Esterkamp beside her, presented a check for 
$5,000 to Karla Ward, Executive Director of New Beginnings, second from left.  
Glenmary Co-Workers and a Board Member with New Beginnings were present 
for the donation. Glenmary Sisters Photo

Sr. Kathleen Mulchrone gave Bishop 
John McRaith a tour of the Sportscenter 
during Pumpkinfest 2009.

OWENSBORO,Ky. - The Glenmary Sis-
ters know themselves to be “called by a 
loving God to live and share the Gospel 
of Jesus... as Catholic missionaries... with 
all peoples in the southern rural and small 
towns of the United States.” 
 Owensboro residents think of the 
Sisters in part as the religious community 
that sponsors the Pumpkinfest around the 
Sportscenter every year.  There are always 
pumpkins and mums for sale, different 
foods available , and lots of activities for 
adults and kids alike to enjoy, including a 
carnival. The seventh annual Owensboro 
Pumpkinfest was held Sept, 25-27. It’s 
been one of fall’s fun events for families 
in the city for seven years.
 Next year’s will be the eighth annu-
al Fall Festival,  but it may not be called 
Pumpkinfest,  and the Glenmary Sisters 
have handed the sponsorshop of the festi-
val to New Beginnings, a local rape crisis 
center.  
 “The Glenmary Sisters have a his-
tory of beginning community festivals 
like this,” said Richard Remp-Morris, 
business manager and director of devel-
opment for the Sisters, “and then find 
another community group to take it over. 
The Sisters do not sponsor events like the 
Pumpkinfest as just a fundraiser;  the fes-
tival is a way to let people get to know 
the Glenmary Sisters better,  what their 
ministries are, and to enhance the quality 
of life in the community.”
 As an example of how the Glen-

L to R - Michael Braden, Ellen Braden, and 
Jarrett Braden.  They were “Team Braden” 
and won first place in the junior division of 
the Scrapheap Challenge.

Donald Cline, David Chandler, John David 
Berry, and Melinda Leonard (front).  They 
were team “Junk Yard Dogs” and won 
first place in the senior division of the 
Scrapheap Challenge.

is supported in part by several corporate, 
group, and  individual sponsors. Prizes 
are awarded in the Scrapheap Challenge,  
the Bake Off, and the Twisted Raffle of 
items donated by local businesses.
 Remp-Morris said that this year’s 
Pumpkinfest was an amazing tie for the 
Sisters and the community with new ven-
dors and new things to do. “Though it is 
hard to let this festival go, the Glenmary 
Sisters know that New Beginings will 
host the event next year and use it for 
the good of the organization’s good work 
within the community of Owensboro and 
Daviess County.”

mary Sisters start a project and then hand 
it over to the community, Sr. Darlene Pre-
sley, missioned in Caruthersville, Mis-
souri, recently received word that a Ken-
tucky state agency recognized her efforts 
in beginning an informal G.E.D. program 
and have realized the need to get some 
certified instructors.  Sister Darlene said, 
“Who knows where this will lead? With 
the high percentage of dropouts and illit-
eracy in adults over 25.  I have no doubt 
God is at work.” 
 The sisters hosted a Mission Park 
inside the Sportscenter this year where 
visitors can learn more about their many 
ministries in the South. 
 Some of the other com-
munity activities which the 
Glenmary Sisters started and 
found other groups to sponsor 
are Helping Hands in Smith-
land, Ky. and a literacy training 
program in Carruthersville, Mo. 
which began in a former Catho-
lic school building, but with 
grants,  the local community 
moved the program to a more 
permanent site.
 The Pumpkinfest features 
activities such as pumpkin sales, 
a carnival midway, a free con-
cert series,  a Scrapheap Chal-
lenge, Classic Car Cruise-In, a 
:Whack Attack” Car Smash, an 
annual Bake-Off,  and lots of 
children’s games. The festival 

Glenmary Sisters  To Hand Over Fall Festival To New Beginnings

Pumpkinfest 2009 drew crowds of people this year to share the festival’s many 
acitvities; here people perused displays and stands in the Sportscenter. 
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By Jacob Lutz, Eighth 
Grade Student at 
Christ the King School 
MADISONVILLE,Ky. - 
What do you get when you 
combine 2,000 pounds of 
meat, 600 chickens, 3 in-
flatable moon bounces, 7 
games, a band, $1,500 in 
raffle money, a handmade 
Amish quilt, lemon shake-
ups, and 25 baskets to be 
raffled away?   You get the 
Christ the King Parish Pic-
nic! Celebrating 25 years 
of success, it has become a 
Hopkins County tradition. 
      This year we sold out of 
popular best sellers, mutton 
and burgoo, by 6:30.  The pit 
crew gets up at 5:00 in the 
morning to prepare it all. 

25 years of Success  - Looking back on the 
25th Anniversary of the Christ the King Picnic

OWENSBORO,Ky. - Scott Klusendorf, 
President of Life Training Institute, spoke 
to the Catholic High Right to Life group 
in Soenneker Hall at 7:45 am, Friday, 
October 2. About 45 OCHS Right to Life 
student members attended. Klusendorf 
travels throughout the United States 
and Canada training pro-life advocates 
to persuasively defend their views in 
public. 
     Above, OCHS junior Haley Knott 
listened carefully as Klusendorf gave 
examples of persuasive arguments 
defending a pro-live view for, as he 
said,  “ A secular audience who do 
not share a Christian worldview,  and 

Right to Life Speaker Meets OCHS Pro-Life Student Group; Shares 
the Case for Life

deny religious and moral truths as being real knowledge.” 

     Urging students to go to his web site caseforlife.com for more explanation, 
Klusendorf ended his talk saying, “Have a great day!  Go out and give them 
Heaven!” Mel Howard Photos

      We have some games that have become 
very popular over the years.   One of them, 
the original first game we ever made, the 
cake wheel, is still the most popular. For the 
youngsters, there are games like the duck 
pond and the fish pond. For the little-bit-
older crowd, there is the ever so popular 
ring toss, and new this year, fun for all ages,   
is the Pig race.  It originated from a game 
at the Mount Saint Joseph Picnic.  Pigs go 
down lanes and whoever gets to the finish 
line first wins!
      All the money the picnic makes  goes 
to Christ the King School for things like 
new books, new computers, playground 
and building maintenance, and just about 
anything. 
      This year is one of the best picnics 
ever, but we also want to make next year 
no exception.   If you are coming through 
Madisonville and have any suggestions 
or ideas for the picnic, stop by or call the 
school.  Next year’s picnic is scheduled 
for September 18, 2010!  From all of the 
students at Christ the King, thank you and 
God bless you for your help in making our 
school a success.

Scenes from the Christ 
the King Picnic in 
Madisonville 
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By Tami Schneider
OWENSBORO,Ky. - Close to 350 people 
left the warmth of their homes to encounter 
the warmth of family and friends inside the 
Sportscenter at the Right to Life of Owens-
boro’s (RTLO) Annual Fall Banquet. Held on 
the first Thursday of October each year, the 
Banquet is a primary fundraiser for the non-
profit organization that fights for the sanctity 
of every human life. 
 After all enjoyed a fulfilling and deli-
cious meal, Ed Hodskins, President of Right 
to Life of Owensboro, graciously thanked the 
attendees for their support and their presence 
and invited them to participate in upcoming 
Respect Life events during the month of Oc-
tober. 
 Mr. Hoskins then proceeded to present-
ing this year’s Life Award to Philip Calvert, a 
dedicated activist in the Pro-Life Movement. 
After receiving the award, Calvert replied: “I 

this year’s keynote speaker, Mr. Scott Klusendorf, President of Life Train-
ing Institute. Mr. Klusendorf travels throughout North America, debating, 
speaking and training others how to persuasively defend life. He began his 
discourse by asking the audience if they liked to argue. Of course, when 
only half raised their hand, he playfully claimed the rest were simply being 
dishonest and said “Let’s talk about arguing.” 

don’t deserve this award. I haven’t done any-
thing anyone else couldn’t have done. I simply 
have more time to do it.” Mr. Calvert religious-
ly goes to the Louisville abortion mill every 
Saturday before the crack of dawn in order to 
pray for an end to the bloodshed. When vying 
for new employment, he made sure his boss 
would give him Saturdays off so he could con-
tinue his weekly trek to Louisville. 
 After the winner received a standing 
ovation, emcee Fr. Jerry Baker introduced 

A full house for the Oct. 1 RTLO Fall Banquet. Ed Hoskins, President of Right 
to Life of Owensboro, spoke to a crowd of about 350 people  at the Owensboro 
Sportscenter, and invited all to participate  in Respect  Life events during October. 
He also took a moment to present the Officers and Board of Directors and thank 
those who made the evening possible.

RTLO’s Fall Banquet keynote speaker, 
Scott Klusendorf, President of the Life 
Training Institute, spoke of persuading 
secular audiences to consider the pro-life 
view. 

Photo below, the RTLO 2009 Life 
Award went to Philip Calvert, a 
dedicated activist in the Pro-
Life Movement, whonregularly 
does prayerful intervention on 
Saturdat mornings in Louisville. 

 He proceeded to give the audience appro-
priate questions to argue about, namely: 1) Is 
truth true? i.e. Is moral truth real and knowable? 
2) What makes us valuable as human beings? 3) 
Do we have only a functional value or an intrin-
sic value? “I want to equip you to fight the good 
fight where you live,” he continued. The Pro 
Life Agenda does not contain complex issues if 
we know the answer to three simple questions: 
1) What is the unborn? 2) What makes humans 
valuable? 3) What is our duty? He answered 
his own interrogations by explaining that our 
issues encompass only the human unborn, that 
we are valuable because we bear the image of 
our Maker and our duty is to defend life. “I am 
pro-choice in many things, but some choices are 
simply wrong,” he stated. 
 “Are we taking our holocaust as serious-
ly as Oscar Schindler took his in the 1940’s?... 
While there are unwanted pregnancies, there 
are no unwanted children,” Mr. Klusendorf af-
firmed. He went on to explain that there are only 
four differences between who we are now and 
who we were at the moment of conception: size, 
level of development, environment, and degree 
of dependency. “These do not define value.” He 
even brought it home with the analogy of a pic-
ture from an old Polaroid camera. At first you 
couldn’t see the image on the film. It took a few 
minutes to appear. Similarly, at conception, “the 
picture was all there, you just couldn’t see it 
yet.”
 As the evening came to a close, RTLO 
Executive Director Dana Goodlett allowed the 
audience to view four new Pro Life clips to be 
aired on local television stations for four months, 
depending on the generosity of financial donors. 
The entire organization has high hopes that these 
commercials will ingrain in the hearts of many 
what they truly believe: “That every human be-
ing has an inalienable RIGHT TO LIFE, a life 
that is precious and must be protected from the 
moment of conception until natural death.” 
(RTLO Mission statement)  

Father Jerry Baker, Pastor of St. 
Ann’s Parish in Morganfield, has 
served as emcee for the Annual 
Right to Life Banquet for many 
years. His stories and sense of 
humor add richness to the evening. 
Patriotic as well as faithful, he ended 
the evening by  spontaneously 
leading the participants in “God 
Bless America.” 
Photos by Tami Schneider. 



Immaculate Parish Picnic A Success 
Even On A Stormy Saturday
By Deb Heine
OWENSBORO,Ky. - Pre-Picnic rains didn’t stop Immaculate Parish’s September 26th 
Picnic, just caused a few changes. The wet grounds made set up for the inflatable games 
impractical but kids full of energy still enjoyed inside games and outdoor “Silly String” 
fights. 
 With rain in the forecast, BBQ and Burgoo drive-thru service had cars lined up early 
in record numbers. Stationed at the Pre-sale counter, Sister Julia welcomed everyone that 
approached.

What she’s thinking: “Lots of delicious cakes: how to choose one?  
Who made this cake? What’s in the icing?  Wonder if they wil give me their 
recipe?” Deb Heine photo

Mom!  Look what I got! 
 Can I try again?  Can I have a 
quarter? The Mom’s reaction: OK,  
it’s for a really good cause! Deb 
Heine Photo

Go Fish.  A mother helps her little mermaids snag a prize-winner.  Deb 
Heine Photo

      What’s in the kettle, guys?  
Some of the best Burgoo to be found anywhere.  
Records show that burgoo made its appearance 
in North America in the 1700s, and today it is 
mostly associated with Kentucky. Traditionally, 
the thick soup’s meat base consisted of 
whatever game or livestock was killed that day, 
usually mutton. Add in any vegetables on hand, 
traditionally but not limited to potatoes, corn, 
lima beans, okra, tomatoes, and beans. Some 
cooks in other areas of the world thickened the 
mix with oatmeal or bulgur wheat. The burgoo 
would then be cooked over a wood fire for hours 
before serving. Deb Heine Photo

Food To Go.  People like freshly cooked barbecue pork, mutton, and 
chickens and hot burgoo straight out of the kettle.  Immaculate parishioners were 
organized and ready to provide the delicious food to go from both a drive-in area 
as well as pre-sale orders and tables ready for dining in at the 2009 Immaculate 
picnic. Here some women of Immaculate parish delivered fresh gallons of burgoo 
and hot barbecue to customers Sept 26. Deb Heine Photo

Barbecue To Go.  
Pre-packaged trays of 
barbecue mutton, pork, 
and chicken were carefully 
stacked and ready for the 
barbecue aficionados who 
came out on a wet and stormy 
day to support Immaculate 
Parish’s pincic.  No one went 
away hungry or disappointed. 
Catholic parishes really know 
how to host a barbecue picnic!  
Deb Heine Photo
      Editor’s Note: some caption 
texts were written by WKC 
editor Mel Howard

Service with a smile and really good 
food! Fresh from working a picnic for the 
retired Sisters at Mount St. Joseph, Ursuline 
Sisters Julia Head, left, and Judith Nell Riney 
greeted everyone who came to the pre-sale 
counter with a smile and their exact order.  
Deb Heine Photo
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The Sept. 20 Saint Lawrence Social was held for the benefit of Mary Carrico Memorial 
School. Many Mary Carrico parents and families worked the picnic; above were 
three parents setting up the Cake Booth - from left, Charla Lanham, Amy Brown, 
and Janae Lanham.

Tootsie Roll Pops in a Ball - Pick one out.

Rollie Pike, singing at left,  and band members played music in the covered shelter.

A stump from an old oak tree on the picnic 
gorunds was a popular place.

Roger Morris, left, and Daryl Cecil have 
been cooking that great Saint Lawrence/
Saint William barbecue for years. People 
who really know barbecue say their mutton 
and pork is just about the best around.

Extended families and friends enjoy sharing lunch and good 
conversation around the picnic tables. 

Above,  the lines were long at the 
burgoo, chicken, pork and mutton by 
the pound booth.
   In the photo at near right, Junior 
Hurm and Clemmie Cecil talk it over: 
The Tradition is Back!  they said.
   At far right,  Saint Lawrence/Saint 
William pastor Father Pat Bittel 
explained to David Morris some of the 
items for auction at the Sept 20 Social.  
Photos by Mel Howard
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New for the St. Mary Picnic this fall was the Angels for 
Ashley booth. Pastor Fr. Dave Johnson informed the people in 
the Sept. 27 Sunday Bulletin: “There is a lot of buzz in town this 
week about an exciting project for little Ashley Johnson. ‘Angels for 
Ashley’ is a group of people who are mobilizing and planning to see 
if we can’t do our own version of “Extreme Makeover” to assist the 
Scott and Charlotte Johnson family. I understand that they were the 
runner-up family for the TV show, but there was no place to park 
the bus. All the details are not in place, but the Church hopes to be 
an umbrella to help coordinate donations and expenses. The cost 
to the parish should be minimal, & the benefit to the project should 
be tremendous. You will surely be hearing more about this in the 
weeks to come. I hope we can count on your support. Have a great 
week, blessings!”
     In the photo above,  Jerry Morris, at right, receives a donation 
from Ashley’s great-uncle Jimmy Johnson as contact person 
Michelle Payne looks on. 
(Editor’s Note: The  December WKC will carry pictures and information 

about the progress of the Angels for Ashley campaign.)

Double the Chocolate, Double the Smiles: 
Folks from Russia to Whitesville come to join in the St. Mary 
picnic fun.  Elina Danilova, left,  from Moscow, Russia, and Donna 
Joan Howard, from Lexington, Ky.,  show cakes they won at the 
St. Mary’s Sept. 27 picnic in Whitesville. 

Just About the Best in the West. Besides offering their great barbecue mutton, pork, 
chicken, and burgoo for sale and dining in the air-conditioned parish hall, the September St. 
Mary of the Woods Picnic in Whitesville features lots of live bluegrass, country, and western 
music from people and friends in the parish, as well as a talent contest. Two of the groups who 
got onstage to play and sing were the Louis and Nora Edge family, and the Stub and Hootie 
Morris family. At top right are members of the Stub and Hootie Morris family singers: from left, 
Connie Hagan,  Dana Roby,  Freddie Morris, Hootie Morris,  Jeanetta Booker,  and David Morris.  
In the picture at lower right, Butch Edge on bass,  Gene Pike, John Lanham on fiddle at back, 
Deanie Midkiff, Ellis Edge,  and seated with guitar,  Bobby Robinson. Mel Howard Photos this 
page.  

St. Mary of the Woods, Whitesville, September Picnic
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BOWLING GREEN,Ky. - While trying to recover from weakness 
after an illness lasting nearly a month, I asked to be referred to physi-
cal therapy by my primary care doctor.  He was happy to do this and 
on Friday, after being off work nearly 14 days, I entered TFC gym-
nasium and signed in.  Here I met an astounding young man, Aaron 
Wells.  Imagine my delight to find out that not only was he from 
Owensboro and Catholic, but he also had many of the same feelings 
that I do about the Mass, the Rosary, and the sacraments.
       Aaron shared a lot with me during that one hour!  He told 
me of how he had been able to witness to a good friend with his 
Catholic faith and his hope for me was recovery, not only through 
physical therapy, but also through his prayers.  Apparently, a non-
Catholic friend came to him a couple of weeks ago in dread because 
he believed that his girlfriend was pregnant.  Aaron witnessed to him 
about his faith and that everything would turn out fine, regardless of 
the situation if he believed that it would. A few days later his friend 

told him that he was at peace 
about everything, but he 
need not have worried.  He 
could have accepted the 

Living the Sacrements:  The Catholic’s Role
“If you are Catholic, It Really is a Small World.”
By Pat S. Smith

Aaron Wells, physical 
therapist, Bowling Green, 
KY. Galen Smith Photo

Blessing of the Pets 2009
BRESCIA UNIVERSITY - Pets took over Brescia’s Quad on October 
5, 2009 in a belated celebration of St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day. 
Dogs of all sizes, cats, frogs, and a snake were all blessed by Fr. Larry 
Hostetter. “Saint Francis said, “those who will exclude any of God’s 
creatures from the shelter of compassion and pity will deal likewise 
with humankind.”  The Catholic Tradition respects animals as God’s 
creatures, worthy of our care. The crowd was also treated to a reading 
describing how St. Francis came to be the patron saint of animals. 
 The event, begun by Fr. Larry and Sr. Pam Mueller, Director 
of Campus Ministry, three years ago, has grown every year. This year 
there were 76 humans in attendance and over 40 pets. Awards were 
given out for: Biggest Pet, Smallest Pet, Oddest Pet, and Pet-Look 
-A- Like.
 This annual event will occur on the Feast Day next year (Oct. 4, 
2010). We hope you and your pet can join us for this celebration next 
year.

Aaron Wells and associate, Deanna Wilson treating a 
patient. Galen Smith Photo

sues.  Aaron told me that, he, too, had searched in college, failing to attend Mass and not always 
choosing the right path.   He then assured me that it was a phase Tony was going through and not 
only would he eventually get the “wild oats” out of his system; he would also return to the Church. 
  I agreed that this was my hope because I had often heard during my years as Catholic that once 
young Catholics get the wild streak out of their systems, they will come back to the Church when 
they again need the Sacraments in general, and probably the Sacrament of Marriage in particular.  
      Before I left the gym that day, Aaron assured me that he would pray for me as I returned to work 
in four days.  That was a great comfort to me, and incidentally,  I awoke the next day feeling like 
my strength was slowly returning.  When I returned on the following Friday, I told him that I felt 
like his prayers had worked and that I had almost been ready to give up.  His compassion and under-
standing had fueled the fire in me spiritually (because I had felt almost spiritually bankrupt) and his 
encouragement that I would get better had definitely helped me, as well as the prayers.  I saw many 
people that Aaron is treating, some elderly patients as well, and they seemed to delight in him and 
his attitude and strength.  
       As he helped me strengthen my “sea legs” on Friday, we talked more about the Church, about 
the upcoming Founder’s Day when Frs. Joe Mills and Jerry Calhoun would come to Holy Spirit for 
dinner on October 24.  He also introduced me to a young woman who was being trained in physical 
therapy to work after she obtained her degree.  Well, turns out not only is she Catholic, but also at-
tends my home parish, Holy Spirit.
      Wow, how wonderful to be Catholic and realize it really is a small world when you are living 
the sacraments!  Thanks to great Catholics in all walks of life, not only do these young people offer 
encouragement, compassion and hope, but also prayer and Christian love.  It’s a small world after 
all.   I am proud to be Catholic and to know Aaron Wells!  Thank you God for unseen angels and 
answered prayers. 

  Pat Smith, parishoner at Holy Spirit, Bowling Green, KY is always 
happy to meet other Catholics and find comfort and hope from them. 

pregnancy, if there had been one.  
There was not.
       I told Aaron about my illness, 
pneumonia, which also included 
withdrawal that I had been fight-
ing since August from a prescrip-
tion medicine that I had overused 
for several years.  He was sympa-
thetic and encouraging to me and 
also very happy that I had made 
the right decision.  He also shared 
with me how he has compassion 
for the injured and sick and that is 
how he chose the field of physical 
therapy.  
 A very nice young man at 
26 years old, he grew up in Saint 
Pius X Parish in Owensboro.  I 
found it refreshing that he could 
listen with compassion to my 
woes about our son Tony’s strug-
gles with the church and other is-



20 The Western Kentucky Cathiolic, November, 2009, www:rcdok.org

to a year and then moved to Mount St. Joseph 
to begin his novitiate. After a year in the novi-
tiate, Uwem decided that Glenmary wasn’t for 
him. He didn’t feel called to be there. Uwem 
was living in the Diocese of Owensboro when 
he was with the Glenmary Missionaries and 
he liked the rural areas and the smaller city 
of Owensboro, which all reminded him of his 
farming community at home, so he decided 
to stay here. One day he walked into Bishop 
John McRaith’s office, and although Bishop 
John was busy and was to travel that day, he 
sat down with Uwem for 50 minutes and talk-
ed and was very attentive to him. Bishop John 
then called Vocation Director, Father Andy 
Garner, and told him that he thought that they 
had a vocation prospect sitting in front of him. 
That wasn’t the formal application to the dio-

Following the Road ... (Continued from page 12) 

cese, but it really meant a lot to Uwem that this 
kind of reception was his introduction into the 
diocese.
 At the present time, Uwem is studying 
at St. Meinrad Seminary in Indiana for the 
Diocese of Owensboro. He declared, “I will be 
ordained, God willing, next year. Thanks for 
your prayers and for all your gifts.”
 In closing, Uwem shared a thought he  
likes to tell young people about the vocation of 
priesthood, “I thought about doing something 
different, like being a doctor, being a teacher, 
being anything I wanted to be, but, the only 
vocation that I do all of those things at the 
same time is the priesthood. I can be a doctor 
as a priest. I can be a teacher as a priest. I can 
even be a Counselor. It’s a vocation that is all 
encompassing.”

WHEN DOES THE HURTING STOP?
 The journey through grief is difficult…and painful.  We are forever 
changed by a major loss experience.  Clearly, we will never be the same 
person we  were before this loss became part of our lives.  The real struggle 
occurs when we consciously or subconsciously resist the change that must 
take place if we are to survive and learn to live with our loss.  (It is difficult 
to get to know and accept this new person who is emerging.)
 Grief is a complex process, unique to each individual, based on per-
sonality type, circumstances of death, and our relationship with the person 
who died. There are, however, emotions common to almost all bereaved 
persons. Understanding is the KEY to the tolerance and patience necessary 
to accept and integrate loss into our lives.
 There will be a bereavement support group for anyone who has expe-
rienced a death at any time of his/her life.  This group will run every Mon-
day  for four consecutive weeks and is open to all the public at no charge.

BEREAVEMENT PROGRAM-FOUR WEEKS SESSIONS
WHERE:  Catholic Pastoral Center, 600 Locust Street, Owensboro, Ky.   

TIME:       6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
CONTACT PERSON:  Betty Medley (270) 683-1545 ext. 357

Nov.9 - What Grief is Really Like:  Some common reactions to a situation 
no one is ever prepared to handle.  Why we feel the way we do, and why no 
one seems to understand.
Nov.16 - Depression:  Sadness, loss, and the feeling that nothing will ever 
be the same.  Physical symptoms; healing can happen. Anger: Nice people 
DO get angry.  Recognizing our anger, coping with it, and getting over it. 
(Address suicide and our feelings of outrage and shame.)      
Nov. 23 - Guilt:  Blaming ourselves for what has happened, handling the  
“what ifs…” and “if onlys…” (touch on suicide, and our responsibility or 
lack of it.) From Grief to Living Again:  Putting grief in perspective,  learn-
ing to share our lives with the living and realizing that we will never “get 
over” our grief, but we can learn to live with it.
Nov.30 - MEMORIAL

Brescia University Christmas        
Readers Theatre Event
 Brescia University announces an upcoming holiday event for the 
entire family that will take place on Thursday, November 19 at 7 p.m. 
Brescia students will perform several short pieces, with the main story 
being Christmas: The Job in the Little Theatre, which is located in room 
125 in the Administration Building.  The program is free and open to the 
public. 
 If you need further information, please contact Belinda Thomson at 
(270) 686-4296 or email belinda.thomson@brescia.edu.

Brescia University 
      Social Work Soup Day
 The Brescia University Student Social Work Association (BSSWA) 
and the Social Work Department are hosting their annual Soup Day fund-
raiser on Thursday, November 12, 2009 from 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. The 
event takes place at the Brescia University Ramold Center, located at 718 
Allen Street. A variety of homemade soups, breads, desserts and drinks will 
be served.  Donations are being accepted in support of Saint Paul’s Mission 
in Crownpoint, New Mexico, which serves Navajo families and children. 
 This is the sixth year that Brescia’s Social Work Department has or-
ganized the event, which has raised more than $7,000 for the Mission. For 
more than 12 years, seniors in the Social Work Department have taken a 
trip to the Mission for their field practicum. Saint Paul’s Mission provides 
housing. The students work as interns in social service agencies that serve 
the Navajo families and children. Donations raised by Soup Day are used 

the day after Thanksgiving.  The Sisters, of the Order of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ, set up 
a toy shop for the Navajo families to come and pick out toys for their children’s Christmas. 
 This Soup Day fundraiser is just one of the many service projects that the social work stu-
dents willingly complete to help others, including those outside Owensboro.

Fr. Daniel Dillard Tells of His Journey to Priesthood
 Fr. Daniel Dillard spoke at the St. Thomas More Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Saturday, October 
10, 2009. He shared his journey to becoming a priest with the approximately 20 men in at-
tendance. L to R – Jim Tidwell, Terry Larbes, Jim Sanders, Roger Ashley, and Ernie Mitchell 
listen as Fr. Daniel Dillard shares his journey to priesthood.  Photo submitted by Missy 
Eckenberg

                  Pilgrims of Hope
 You’re invited! 

 Join Pilgrims of Hope and live out 
your missionary calling. 

When: Nov. 14
Where: Christ the King Catholic Church 

in  Madisonville, Ky.
Time: 1-3 pm.



The Western Kentucky Catholic, November, 2009, www:rcdok.org 21

Parish Administrator
St. Thomas More Catholic Church, Paducah, KY

    • Position Description: The Church Administrator provides full-time, on-site 
management of church facilities and property; financial management and contract 
administration; supervision of administrative and custodial staff; oversight of of-
fice operations and technology;  coordination of interparochial business matters 
within Paducah Deanery. 
    • Requirements: Practicing Catholic with associate or bachelor’s degree in 
business, management, finance or related field; 3-5 year minimum experience in 
management and personnel supervision; excellent oral and written communication 
skills. 
  • Salary & Benefits: Negotiable depending on experience.  Benefit package in-
cludes health, dental, disability and life insurance as well as pension contribution 
through the Diocese of Owensboro. 
 • Resumes may be sent to fr.jpr@stmore.org or mailed attention to Pastor at St. 
Thomas More by November 13th.    No phone calls please. 

OWENSBORO,Ky. - Precious 
Blood Parish is offering adult edu-
cation/formation session once a 
month this year. 
 Our first presenter was Sister 
Cheryl Clemons, at right,  and her 
topic was “the Gift of the Eucha-
rist.” Our second presenter was Fa-
ther Larry Hostetter, shown above 
with Precious Blood pastor Father 
Bruce McCarty, and his topic was 
“Respect Life.” Over fifty people 
attended the sessions. For more in-
formation about future topics and 
speaker call 270-684-6888.

Precious Blood Parish 
Adult Education/

Information 
November 11, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

Topic: “Our Friends in Heaven:
Meet Mary and the Saints”

Presenter: Sister Cheryl 
Clemons, OSU

Precious Blood Parish Hall
All are invited and welcomed. 

No fee!!!

PRECIOUS BLOOD PARISH MISSION
DECEMBER 14, 15, AND 16, 2009, 7:00 p.m.

PRESENTER: Father R. B. Williams, O.P.
THEME: “What You Ought to Do? Days of Advent Hope”

Sacrament of Reconciliation will be celebrated 
on Tuesday evening, December 15.

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick will be celebrated on
Wednesday evening, December 15.

ALL ARE INVITED AND WELCOMED!!

Openly Acknowledge What Has Been Lost
By Betty Medley
 When some-
one dear to us 
dies, we not only 
lose that person, 
we also lose all 
the things we as-
sociated with that 
dear one’s pres-
ence: their com-
panionship, their 
support, and their 
personal interest 

a way that no longer exists for us.
 Though admitting the fact of our 
loss maybe more painful than we think 
we can bear, saying the words, naming the 
loss-to ourselves and to others-are impor-
tant steps on our journey toward healing.  
Our goal is never to forget the person or 
whatever else has moved out of our lives.  
Our goal is to begin adapting our lives to 
a new circumstances.  Though our steps 
may be faltering and filled with sadness, 
we are walking the path that leads us to-
ward wholeness and healing.
   • On paper, write the who, what, when, 
where, and how of a recent loss. Pour out 
everything.  NO matter how hard it is to 
face them, know that healing begins with 
naming your losses and recognizing their 
importance in your life.
    • Repeat this affirmation several times 
each day until its message becomes clear 
and helpful:  “I will walk through my loss-
es rather than try to walk around them.  I 
will open my arms to them, seeking the 
blessings they might hold for me.”
 Sit with your sadness and loss. Rec-
ognize all the ways in which your major  
loss has brought other losses in its wake. 
Write down the major and lesser  losses 
if helpful.  By writing them down, you 
can return to them, add to them as new 
thoughts arise, and pray with them when 
any one of them asks for  particular atten-
tion.

Betty Medley

in us.  Even when there are others remain-
ing who mean a lot to us, no one else in 
our world is quite like this one important 
person.  Other losses-jobs, possessions, 
dreams, or hopes-also will change our 
lives. So we may have lost a sense of the 
future.
 Naming and owning the losses 
build the ground-work that supports our 
grieving in a healthy way. Avoiding the 
whole truth, putting aside how huge its 
implications are in our lives and how 
much we are being asked to change, or 
refusing to even think about the loss seem 
to be ways of trying to hold on, when all 
of life is asking us to let go.  Until we 
can come to see and own up to the fact 
that our lives will be powerfully affected 
by our losses, we can’t begin to move 
through the losses to new life.  Our lives 
are on hold while we are trying to live in 

ONCE MORE WITH LOVE
A Marriage Preparation Program for couples preparing for mar-

riage after one or both persons have experienced a divorce 
or death of a former spouse.

Saturday-November 21, 2009      8:30am – 6:00pm
Catholic Pastoral Center Basement, 600 Locust Street,

 Owensboro, KY  42301   
      
         For information,               call 270-683-1545 ext. 357.

Diocesan Marian Conference
Mary, Mother of Christ, the Eternal High Priest
Saturday, December 12, 2009

Blessed Mother Catholic Church Family Life Center
Speakers will include Patty Schnier, Fr. Ben Luther, Fr. Bruce Fogle,  

Fr. Gerald Baker, Fr. William Casey,  Fr. Richard Cash.
The Registration fee is $20,  and the cost of lunch is $5.00. 

To Register, please contact Heather Clemens, 270-683-1570, 
 or Tracey Danzer, 270-691-0027



Juniors Kendal Connor, Myranda Isbill, Caty Gerteisen …Sophomore Elizabeth 
Rhodes, and Seniors Curtis Knott and Mark Payne.

Left, Junior 
C a r r i e 
W i l k e r s o n 
helps clean the 
windows. 

Trinity Sophomore Tyler Isbill prepares 
to mop the bathrooms.

Freshmen Kasey Jo Roby and Jessica Beyke work 
in the prayer garden while many others work behind 
them.

Submitted by Lisa Armes
WHITESVILLE,Ky. - TheTrinity High 
School  Y Club spent a day September 23 
working to   beautify the THS campus in 
Whitesville.  Most of the club’s members 
stayed after school to help with the proj-
ect to clean the school inside and out, and 
do a lot of landscaping as well.  The Ag-
riculture Club helped with the project this 
year under the leadership of Mr. Bryce 
Roberts.  
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Trinity’s Y Club Works To Beautify Campus Inside and Out

Freshmen Jamie Mattingly and Cory 
Smith work on setting the mums.

At THS, Y is Why.
 The “Y” is Trinity’s Y Club 
stands for many ideas,  and one is 
“youth,” the young church of today 
answering God’s call to serve His 
Church.

At Trinity, Y is Why.

Poster graphics by Robin Beatty



EWTN Foundress Mother Angelica and Deacon Bill 
Steltemeier Receive Papal Honor

EWTN Foundress Mother Angelica and 
Deacon Bill Steltemeier Receive Papal Honor; 
Bishop Robert J. Baker of Birmingham 
conferred the awards. EWTN Photo

By Catholic News Service
IRONDALE, Ala. (CNS) -- Pope Benedict XVI 
has awarded the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice Cross to 
Mother Mary Angelica, founder of the Eternal Word 
Television Network, and Deacon Bill Steltemeier, 
chairman of EWTN’s board of governors, for dis-
tinguished service to the church. The cross, whose 
name is Latin for “for the church and the pope,” is 
the highest papal honor that can be conferred on 
laypeople and clergy. Bishop Robert J. Baker of 
Birmingham presented the awards Oct. 4 in a brief 
ceremony following Benediction at the Shrine of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament in Hanceville.
 “By giving awards, the church is not saying 
people or institutions are perfect, but we are saying 
that Mother Angelica, through this network, has 
made a significant contribution to the new evange-
lization heralded and promoted by recent popes,” 
Bishop Baker said in his homily. “Mother Angelica’s effort has been at the vanguard of the new evan-
gelization and has had a great impact on our world.”
 The bishop said Deacon Steltemeier had “perpetuated this global Catholic apostolate as chair-
man of the board, and until recently, as chief executive officer.” “He is still helping EWTN carry out 
its mission to join with the Holy Father and the magisterium in sharing the light of the faith in every 
possible part of the world,” he added.
 Michael P. Warsaw, EWTN president and CEO, said the honor “acknowledges the tremendous 
faith, hard work and incredible sacrifices that each of them has made throughout the years in founding 
and building up the network.” It also is “a clear sign of the importance of the network’s mission for the 
church and the pope,” Warsaw added in a statement.
 Mother Angelica, an 86-year-old member of the Poor Clares of Perpetual Adoration, founded 
Our Lady of the Angels Monastery in Irondale in 1961 and began EWTN in 1981 in a garage on the 
monastery property. The network now is available in more than 150 million television households in 
more than 140 countries and territories. Deacon Steltemeier, 80, was an attorney in Nashville, Tenn., 
who left his law practice to join Mother Angelica with her fledging television network. He served as 
EWTN’s president for many years. Because of ill health, Mother Angelica received the award in her 
private quarters rather than at the public ceremony.
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By Lou Baldwin Catholic News 
Service 
PHILADELPHIA (CNS) -- The main 
thrust of the 1984 pastoral letter is-
sued by the black Catholic bishops of 
the United States was evangelization, 
Bishop J. Terry Steib of Memphis, 
Tenn., told a gathering in Philadel-
phia marking the 25th anniversary of 
the document.
 “The Catholic Church is uni-
versal, there is room in the sanctuary 

the time the pastoral was released was due to “subtle racism,” Bishop 
Steib charged in his remarks at the symposium. 
 Since that time tremendous strides have been made, and he cited 
as an example the election of Barack Obama as president. “Most of 
us probably believed that would never happen in our lifetimes,” he 
said. “To say the world has not changed is to dishonor all of those who 
fought the battles for us.” 
 Some racism still exists, he said, and cited the furor in Catholic 
circles in May over the honorary degree awarded by the University 
of Notre Dame to Obama, who supports legal abortion. The president 
also was the commencement speaker at the Indiana university.
 Critics of Obama, who included about 70 bishops, said it was 
Obama’s stand on abortion that made him an inappropriate choice to 
receive an honorary degree and/or be the commencement speaker at a 
Catholic university. 
 At the symposium, Bishop Steib said other presidents have had 
disagreements with the positions of the Catholic Church, for example, 
on war policies and capital punishment, but have received honorary 
degrees without similar objection. 
 It is the subtle racism that still exists which contributes to the 
lack of priestly vocations among young black men because “it leads to 
a mistrust of the church among young black men and women,” he said. 
“Let’s acknowledge that.”
 On the other hand, the African-American community “has con-
tributed to some of the difficulties they are facing,” Bishop Steib said, 
quoting Obama on the collapse of the two-parent family in the black 
community and the failure of many black men to live up to their re-
sponsibilities to their children.
  If evangelizing is the highest priority, Catholic education is 
a tool for evangelization, and Bishop Steib decried the closing of so 
many schools in inner-city neighborhoods. 
 In his own diocese he has reopened several previously closed 
schools, largely through assistance from anonymous donors and foun-
dations. They are called Jubilee Schools and many if not most of the 
children who attend them are not Catholic, but that’s not the point, he 
said.
 “Our mission, because of our baptism, is to teach our children 
the good news about Jesus Christ. What better way to go about it than 
through the Jubilee Schools?” he said. “We don’t maintain the Jubilee 
Schools because the children are Catholic; we maintain the Jubilee 
Schools because we are Catholic.”

Memphis bishop says time was right for 
black bishops’ 1984 pastoral 

Bishop J. Terry Steib 
of Memphis, Tenn.
for everybody, and it is our responsibility to work within our 
community and lead others to our faith which we believe in,” 
he said. “That’s what evangelization is all about.”  
 The bishops felt “the time had indeed come to share with 
the church, in our own language, the experience, the history, 
the insights, the understanding of the past,” he said as keynote 
speaker at a Sept. 12 symposium. “We decided it was time to 
shape the hopes for the future.”

 The Philadelphia Archdiocese’s 
Office for Black Catholics sponsored 
the event marking the silver jubilee 
of the pastoral, titled “What We Have 
Seen and Heard.” Several hundred Af-
rican-American Catholics, priests and 
religious who work in the black apos-
tolate were in attendance. 
 Bishop Steib was one of 10 
bishops who issued the pastoral Sept. 
9, 1984, the feast of St. Peter Claver. 
 Louisiana-born and a priest of 
the Society of the Divine Word, the 
former provincial for his congrega-
tion was ordained a bishop just seven 
months before it was issued. At the 
time he was an auxiliary bishop for the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis. 
 The relative dearth of black 
Catholic leadership in the church at 

“Divine Light” is a 48-page, 
professionally printed booklet 
that tells the story of the 19 
stained glass windows in the 
Motherhouse Chapel of the 
Ursuline Sisters of Mount 
Saint Joseph. Beautiful 
color photographs are 
accompanied by detailed
information written by former 
Congregational Leader Sister 
Annalita Lancaster, OSU.

Available for only $10
On sale at the Mount Saint Joseph 
Gift Shop and Brescia Bookstore, 
or order by mail (add $2 postage):
Call 270-229-4103, ext. 302
archives.msj@maplemount.org

Divine Light
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Guests, school family members,  and Bishop Soenneker Home residents prayed the 
Rosary October 1 with Mary Carrico Memorial School as Kindergarten teacher  Jenny 
Lashbrook led the students and staff with Sr. Mary Celine.  Mel Howard Photos
 

Photo at right, two students share a 
bead of the Rosary drawn in colored 
chalk on the parking lot, from left, Molly 
Brown (Kn) and  Mikaelyn Aud (6).   

By Tori Lanham, grade 8, Mary 
Carrico Memorial School
 KNOTTSVILLE,Ky. - At Mary Car-
rico Memorial School, every Octo-
ber 1st,  we pray the Living Rosary.  
This rosary walk has been a tradition 
at MCMS for the past 6 years.  The 
Living Rosary is where the students, 
Kindergarten through 8th grade, draw 
a rosary with beads big enough for 2 
people to stand on.  The 8th graders 
lead the prayers while students grades 
K-7 and staff walk through the rosary, 
taking a step to the next bead while 
meditating on the mysteries of the ro-
sary.  
 Members of the community 
and residents of the Bishop Soen-
neker Home come to pray with us.  
This event helps everyone get into 
the month of October, the month of 
the rosary, where we honor Mary, 
Mother of God, Mother of the church.  
We conclude the Living Rosary with 
a brief reception of guests, students, 
faculty, and staff for refreshments.  

Photo at left, Breannah Hamilton, grade 4 at 
Mary Carrico Memorial School in Knottsville, 
held her Rosary just before the school’s  
seventh annual Rosary  Walk Oct.1.

Mary Carrico Memorial School Prays Living Rosary To Begin October, Month of the Rosary

Mary Carrico Memorial School principal Mike Clark prayed the Rosary  as the students 
and staff participated in the Oct 1 Rosary Walk.



Retreat Day for the Holy Name School Seventh Grade!

Holy Name School’s seventh grade class took 
time from school to attend the annual 7th grade 
retreat at St. Margaret’s Chapel in Henderson.  
The retreat began with celebrating the Mass with 
Fr. Anthony Shonis. Then the students were 
assigned to small groups that rotated through 
stations. The day was organized by Mrs. Phyllis 

Brown, middle school religion teacher at HNS. Pictured:  At 
top left, Music Teacher Janet Barkley prepares for the liturgy 
with Henry Fowler and Alex Yenvincy. At left, Christin Poole, 
Cammy Hester, Brooklyn Flynn, and Maci Brown before the 
Mass begins.    Also pictured above is the Class of 2011 
from HNS! HNS Photos
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St. Mary Junior Receives Rotary Honor

Sarah Hendley with Paul Harris Fellow Certificate 
and Medallion presented to her by udge William 
Howerton and the Rotary Club of Paducah 
President, L.V. McGinty. Submitted by Missy 
Eckenberg

PADUCAH, Ky. - Judge 
William Howerton pre-
sented St. Mary junior, 
Sarah Hendley with a 
Paul Harris Fellow Award 
to honor her exemplary 
service to the community 
on Wednesday, August 
26, 2009 during the Rota-
ry Club of Paducah meet-
ing. Among the activities 
noted were assisting with 
the Rotary’s Antique Quilt 
Show to raise money for 
college scholarships, act-
ing as a dinner server 
for the 1st Annual Feast 
for St. Nicholas to raise 
money for free healthcare 
for those without insur-
ance, and participating in 
GoBuddy Soccer to teach 
special needs children 
soccer skills over a two 
month period.
 Guests present to 
congratulate Sarah were 
Bruce Pope, retired businessman, Bill Jones; U.S. Bank Regional CEO; Martie 
Wiles and Sue Tharp, Paducah Field Office staff for Senate Mitch McConnell,; 
Danny Thomas, Director of Youth Ministry at St. Thomas More; Fr. J. Patrick 
Reynolds, Pastor, St. Thomas More; Dennis Griffith, Guidance Counselor, St. 
Mary High School;  and Tony Burkeen, Principal, St. Mary High School. 
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Why am I a Cursillista?
     Why am I a Cursillista? I could say, as I learned during my Cursillo weekend, that 
I am living my 4th day. That is meaningless un-
less I realize that the most important item in my 
spirituality is the Son of God in the person of 
Jesus Christ. I try and pray that I am continu-
ally being converted in all my being to follow 
His example of love and forgiveness. One of the 
biggest helps in my conversion is the step in the 
Cursillo movement called the PostCursillo. This 
is where I encounter fellow Christians, like me, 
on their journey to salvation through Christ. 
 The smallest encounter is with a group of 
friends that I meet with weekly to discuss how 
each of us sought, encountered, and followed 
Christ in the previous week. This sharing of 
thoughts, studies, and actions keeps sustaining 
my life’s goal of loving God and neighbor. I look 
forward each week to this encounter which is called a Group Reunion. It is a reunion 
with friends where Christ is present. The group has about 5 members presently. 
 I also attend another group with 6 friends which meets biweekly for Scripture 
study. There is also a larger encounter that happens monthly on a routine basis. This 
grouping is called an Ultreya. This is where I meet a greater number of Christian 
pilgrims from throughout the diocese. Similar to the smaller group reunion, we begin 
with prayer and a song, then break into smaller groups to share our journeys of piety, 
study and action. This is followed by a short witness talk by a selected member. After 
this talk we proceed to the church where we conclude with a visit to the Blessed Sacra-
ment. These three group interactions along with my prayers, Scripture, and God’s gift 
of grace help me focus on the continual conversion of my life to the will of God.  
 Without the stimulus and sustenance that the Postcursillo gives, my Christian-
ity would be a spiritual but stagnant personal routine which would not be in accord 
to what true disciples of Jesus are commissioned to do as in Mark 28, 19 – 20: “Go, 
therefore, and make disciples of all nations”. 
 “The person who has been evangelized goes on to evangelize others. Here lies 
the test of truth, the touchstone evangelization: it is unthinkable that a person should 
accept the Word and give himself to the Kingdom without becoming a person who 
bears witness to it and proclaims it in his turn.” (On Evangelization in the Modern 
World #24)
 DeColores,  Bob Davis

Owensboro Catholic High School Academic 
Letter Mass and Breakfast
OWENSBORO,Ky. - On Sunday, Octo-
ber 11, OCHS held its Academic Letter 
Mass and Breakfast with Bishop John 
McRaith presiding over the mass. Mr. 
Ken Rasp, OCS Director, and Mr. Jim 
Mattingly, Diocesan Superintendent, 
were the presenters.
  To earn an Academic Letter, one of 
the following criteria must be met:
1. The student’s GPA for the entire pre-
ceding school year must have been a 
3.6 or higher  2. The student must have 
been a member of the OCHS Academic 
Team and participated in at least 50% of 
all matches during the preceding year.  
3. The student must have been a partici-
pant in an academic oriented competition 
(such as the Sweet Sixteen Showcase or 
the Governor’s Cup) and won first, sec-
ond, or third place on at least the regional 

level during the preceding year.
 Congratulations to the following 
students who earned an Academic Letter.  
     Seniors - Class of 2010 - Trenton 
Ackerman, Raye Anderson, Colleen Ber-
ry, Amanda Beyke, Katie Castlen, Tay-
lor Edge, Jay Fullenwider, Eric Goetz, 
Christina Hall, Erica Hamilton, Katelyn 
Hayden, McKenzie Higdon, Kathryn 
Hyland, Emily Jolly, Alexandria Lynn, 
Andrew McCarthy, Kate McNulty, Haley 
Minton, Hannah Minton, Laura O’Bryan, 
William Payne, Jessica Ralph, Abbie 
Riney, Jenna Riney, Martina Riney, Kal-
ey Robertson Andrea Schepers, Rachel 
Scott, Meghan Sims, Cole Sturgeon, Me-
linda Thompson, Sierra White, Caitlin 
Wilson, Jarrod Wolford, Ellen Wright, 
John Wright, Monica Young, Hannah 
Zingg

    Juniors - Class of 2011 - Aaron Al-
vey, Erin Ballard, Megan Berry, Michael 
Bowlds, Alexander Dotsey, Matthew Ja-
cobs, Chase Kauffeld, Nolan Miller, Kay-
lee Murphy, Regina Powers, Ann-Claude 
Rakotoniaina, Sabrina Storm, Samuel 
Thompson, Lindsey Whitehouse, Jack 
Wilson
    Sophomores - Class of 2012 - Me-
gan Alvey, Alec Bahnick, Daniel Best, 
Will Bickett, Rebecca Boom, Peyton 
Booth, Sami Jo Brett, Katie Brown, 
Joshua Buckman, Kaleb Caceres, Logan 
Cecil, Cassidy Clark, Mary Kate Clem-

ens, Michael Crowe, Stephanie Dooper, 
Matthew Frany, Hunter Gough, Amanda 
Gross, Christopher Hayden, Nicholas 
Krampe, Nathan Lasley, Justin Mahoney, 
Henley McCormack, Erica McFarland, 
Anna McNulty, Elizabeth McNulty, Re-
becca Millay, Gilbert Mischel, Katelyn 
Orth, Allie Payne, Michael Polio, Blake 
Powers, Allen Rakotoniaina, Alexander 
Riccio, Amanda Richards, Laura Riney, 
Stacey Schepers, Clay Settles, Emily 
Taul, Megan Tigue, Thomas Weis, Rachel 
Wheatley, Ryne Wilson.



INCREASE IN NEED
Catholic Charities USA saw a 10 percent increase in need for assistance overall in 2008, with 
the highest increase coming from recession-related housing needs. (CNS graphic/Emily 
Thompson) (Sept. 18, 2009)

Pregnancy Resource Centers
More than 40,000 volunteers serve at least 2,300 pregnancy resource centers nationwide. 
(CNS graphic/Emily Thompson) (Oct. 2, 2009)
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Report assesses positive impact of cen-
ters that help women avoid abortion
WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Primarily through the work of volunteers, preg-
nancy resource centers around the country are “empowering women and 
strengthening communities” by enhancing child and maternal health, ac-
cording to a former assistant secretary of health in the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. Dr. Joxel Garcia, who served in the ad-
ministration of President George W. Bush, was commenting Sept. 30 in 
Washington on the release of a new report summarizing the contributions 
of pregnancy resource centers over the past 40 years. 
 The report, “A Passion to Serve, A Vision for Life,” (http://www.frc.
org/get.cfm?c=PASSIONTOSERVE) from the Family Research Council 
established in part by Dr. James Dobsonm in 1983, found that some 2,300 
pregnancy resource centers in the U.S. serve an estimated 1.9 million 
people each year with pregnancy assistance, abstinence counseling and 
education and community outreach. Some also offer medical services such 
as pregnancy testing, HIV and AIDS testing and ultrasounds. The centers 
studied in the report do not offer, recommend or refer for abortions and 
operate under three major networks -- Care Net, Heartbeat International 
and the National Institute of Family & Life Advocates.
 Here is a list of pregnancy resource centers located within cities in 
Western Kentucky:
• Haven of Hope, Inc, PO Box 645, Benton, Kentucky 42025, 
270-527-4111.  
• Pregnancy Support Center, 1439 Magnolia St, Bowling Green, 
Kentucky 42104, 270-781-5050
• Pathway of Hope , 132 Locust St, Central City, KY 42330, 
270-754-1197.
• Marsha’s Place PRC, 603 Center St, Henderson, Kentucky 42420, 270-
826-9674
• Alpha Alternatives PCC, P O Box 370, 403 A W 9th St, 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42241, 270-885-3820
• Door of Hope, 95 YMCA Dr, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431, 
270-821-9825
• Hope Pregnancy Resource Center, 227 W Water, Mayfield, 
Kentucky 42066, 270-247-3190
• Shelter of Love CPC, Inc, PO Box 393 / 107 W Main St, 
Morganfield, Kentucky 42437, 270-389-2847

Two Catholic agencies 
team up to offer small 
loans to working poor
BELLEVILLE, Ill. (CNS) -- Car payments, school fees, new tires, insur-
ance payments, even funeral costs: Sometimes the money to keep a person 
from slipping over the edge just isn’t available. The Society of St. Vin-
cent de Paul has begun a program to give small loans to help people step 
away from the brink of financial disaster. With $15,000 from the society’s 
conferences at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Belleville and St. Clare and 
St. Nicholas parishes in O’Fallon, and an additional $5,000 donation, the 
society teamed up with the Catholic & Community Credit Union to make 
loans of up to $300 to people who are employed but are facing some ex-
traordinary expense that would push them into a cycle of debt they can’t 
manage. “We’re really helping people,” Pat Hogrebe, St. Vincent de Paul 
development director, told The Messenger, newspaper of the Belleville 
Diocese. Hogrebe, along with a small committee, reviews applications for 
loans, completes paperwork and sends it on to the credit union for process-
ing.

• Life House Care Center For Women, 1506 Chest-
nut St,   Murray, Kentucky, 270-753-0700
• Birthright, 508 E 4th St, Owensboro, Kentucky 
42303-4232,   270-926-7561
• Hope Unlimited Family Care Center, 2330 Cairo 
Rd,   Paducah, Kentucky 42001, 270-442-1166.
__________________________________________

In The Diocese Of Owensboro ...
 Rita Heinz, Director of Programs, Owensboro 
Diocesan Catholic Charities, said, “The Catholic 
Community in Kentucky is doing so much to support 
pregnant women and provide options to prevent abor-
tion.  Across the Commonweatlth, the Catholic Con-
ference of Kentucky sponsors Opportunities for Life 
which is a 24 hour hotline which people experiencing 
problem pregnancies may call.

 “In Owensboro, there is the St. 
Gerard Life Home, a maternity home 
for pregnant, adult, women operated by 
Catholic Charities, Diocese of Owens-
boro.
 “And the Diocese of Owensboro 
also sponsors A Caring Connection, 
Catholic Charities Pregnancy Counseling 
and Adoption Program.”
 For more information about any 
of the offerings within the Diocese of 
Owensboro area, people may call the di-
ocesan Catholic Charities office at 270-
683-1545 or visit the Catholic Charities 
link to the Owensboro diocesan website, 
http://www.rcdok.org/ministries/catho-
lic_charities/index.php.
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By Father Ben Luther
 The Most Reverend Francis R. 
Cotton was the first Bishop of Owens-
boro (1937-60). The day he was called 
home to the Lord was the Sunday of Oc-
tober 25. He had prayed his Divine Of-
fice, offered Mass in his private chapel 
in his residence on Frederica Street in 
Owensboro, ate his breakfast, picked up 
the Owensboro Messenger and Inquirer, 
and the Louisville Courier Journal from 
the front porch of his home, and went 
upstairs to read the newspapers. At about 
10:00 AM, he began to experience chest 
pains and left the sunporch of his resi-
dence, went into his bedroom, opened 
the phone directory to his doctor’s num-
ber, and fell dead across the bed on the 
open directory. At noon, the Ursuline 
Sisters who were his cooks and house-
keepers, rang the bell to summon him 
to lunch. As he did not respond, they 
rang several more times, then called for 
him to come. Taking alarm, they called 
Father Anthony G. Higdon to come and 
check on the bishop. He came and found 
his body. The coroner was called, who 
opined that death had happened around 
midmorning. Monsignor Gilbert Hen-
ninger, who was Vicar General of the 
Diocese of Owensboro, was contacted 
at his residence at Mount St. Joseph 
Motherhouse, through the Chancery 
Office of the diocese. The next move 
was to make calls to the Consultors of 
the diocese, who assembled at the new 
chancery building on Frederica Street 
(now owned by Our Lady of Lourdes 
church) for the election of an Admin-
istrator for the diocese. They chose 
Monsignor Henninger and informed the 
Archbishop of Louisville.
 The funeral Mass for Bishop 
Cotton in St. Stephen’s Cathedral saw 
a large number of bishops and priests 
present. The Office for the Dead was 
prayed by them prior to the Mass. The 
celebrant of the Solemn Pontifical Mass 
for the Dead was Archbishop John A. 
Floresch, Archbishop of the Louis-
ville and Metropolitan of the Province 
(dioceses of Kentucky and Tennessee). 
The funeral was a “Low Mass,” and no 
singing. The organ was played at sev-
eral parts. As it was the pre-Vatican II 
liturgy, the Mass was all in Latin.
 Following the Mass, the funeral 
procession left the Cathedral and head-
ed to the new cemetery at Philpot, Ky., 
land only recently purchased for that 

purpose. Bishop Cotton was the first to 
be buried in the new cemetery. In his 
will, he named it as “Resurrection Cem-
etery.” Monsignor Henninger offered 
the graveside prayers. Later, a monu-
ment designated the burial area for the 
Bishops and priests of our diocese.
 With the burial of Bishop Cot-
ton’s body, the interim life of the dio-
cese awaited the appointment of the 
second Bishop of Owensboro. It was 
October, but it would be a considerable 
time before that would occur, about sev-
en months. We now turn the clock back 
from 1960 to 1907, the year of the birth 
of the Bishop of Owensboro to-be.
 He was born on May 27, 1907, 
near Melrose, in Stearns County, Min-
nesota, the seventh child of German im-
migrants, Henry and Mary Soenneker. 
He was baptized Henry Joseph several 
days after birth. The family lived on a 
large farm. Henry and Mary Soenneker 
were the parents of nine children; the 
oldest and youngest died in infancy. 
Four of the girls entered religious life. 
Henry Soenneker attended a small rural 
county school for seven years, but on 
the eighth, his parents placed him in St. 
Boniface parochial school. Several inter-
esting impressions of young Soenneker 
survive. He was called “an ordinary 
farm boy,” and he could “sleep through 
an awful storm!” He disliked milking 
cows. He loved to swim with his broth-
ers and cousins. His sled was the best 
for going downhill with many riders 
after a Minnesota snow storm. He was 
always the first student to arrive for the 
schoolday. He disliked milk, and would 

Our FIRST MINNESOTA BISHOP: Henry 
J. Soenneker - Part I

drink it down in a hurry if his mother in-
sisted. He grew up in a household where 
German was a spoken language and the 
sermon at Sunday Mass was in the same 
language, but English was also learned 
in school. The family prayed the rosary 
daily. The piety of Henry Soenneker’s 
parents and the spirit of the Catholic 
culture of Stearns County, Minnesota 
— the most Catholic county in America 
— laid the groundwork for the priestly 
vocation of Henry J. Soenneker. He tes-
tified that he owed his vocation mainly 
to the example of his parents.
 After his application to the Jo-
sephinum seminary in Worthing-
ton (Columbus) Ohio was processed 
through his pastor and diocese, Henry 
Soenneker left his parental home in the 
fall of 1921 for the Pontifical College 
Josephinum. The Josephinum enjoyed 
pontifical status from the decree of 
Pope Leo XIII (1878-1903), to provide 
a seminary for the sons of German im-
migrants to America. The Josephinum 
was noted for its strict rules, much more 
than other seminaries in America.The 
academic standing of the Josephinum 
was outstanding, the professors well 
chosen.
 Henry Soenneker lived in the se-
cluded life of the Josephinum for twelve 
years. The Rector of the Josephinum at 
the time of the priestly ordination of 
Henry J. Soenneker was Monsignor 
Henry J. Grimmelsman, who was later 

Bishop Henry Soenneker’s     
Coat of Arms
 The coat of arms for Bishop 
Soenneker is the same as Bishop Cot-
ton’s except for the right field which 
denotes an individual bishop’s personal 
coat-of-arms.
 Like many whose family name 
has the root “Sonn” or “Sonne,” Bish-
op Soenneker’s coat of arms displays a 
golden sun emblazoned in the base of 
the shield on a green field.
 In the upper portion of the right 
field are two stars; one represents the 
Blessed Virgin and her title  “Star of the 
Sea.” The other represents the bishop’s 
home state of Minnesota in reference to 
the geographical position of Minnesota 
to the states and the state seal which 
bears “Star of the North.”
 The center of the field is a hori-
zontal band of silver and blue fusils (di-
amond shaped objects) and is charged 
with a gold crown that represents Hen-
ry II of Bavaria, the baptismal patron of 
Bishop Soenneker.

     Bishop Soenneker’s motto, “Omnes 
Unum in Christo,” means “All Are One 
In Christ.” Bishop Soenneker’s coat-of-
arms was designed by the firm of Wil-
liam F J. Ryan of New York City.

The Most Reverend Henry J. 
Soenneker

to be the first Bishop of Evansville, In-
diana diocese. 
 Henry Soenneker was ordained 
to the priesthood by the Most Reverend 
James Hartley, Bishop of Columbus, in 
the seminary chapel, on May 26, 1934, 
together with six other seminarian-dea-
cons. On June 5, he departed from the 
Josephinum and went home to be with 
his family and prepare for his first Sol-
emn High Mass. Following that, he had 
the brief traditional vacation time as he 
awaited his first assignment. It was to 
be the assistant to the pastor of Saint 
Anthony’s Parish in Saint Cloud, later 
the seat of a diocese.
 Father Soenneker’s first pastor 
was Father Frederic Hinnenkamp. The 
relationship between the two was ideal. 
His pastor required that both he and his 
assistant pastor would teach catechism 
in the local parochial school. It was 
done faithfully for six years. I recall his 
comment about the examinations given 
to the children of the parochial school. 
“The tests examined the teachers, not so 
much the students!” Among the priests 
of the diocese, Father Soenneker and 
his pastor, Father Hinnenkamp, were 
considered an “ideal pair.” In 1935, 
Monsignor Bernard Wildenborg was 
appointed pastor, and the relationship of 
Fathers Wildenborg and Soenneker was 
as ideal as with Father Hinnenkamp. 
Father Wildenborg called Father Soen-
neker “the finest assistant.”



Happy Anniversary
Editor’s Note: We find it easy to take 
them for granted, these  Catholic couple 
witnesses, both believers in commitment, 
models of faith, hope, and charity. Let 
us praise them, be at play with them, 
imitate them, honor their memories when 
they recount  their joys and trials for us 
as they tell their stories and share their 
photographs. Honor how they lived in 
their time, and that they are now in their 
silver and golden years, still loving, still 
faithful, still our best living models of 
answering God’s call to the vocation of 
married life.  For many,  their prayer is 
their main work each day, and they work 
to please God alone. For these reasons 
and for yours, The Western Kentucky 
Catholic regularly honors in this Happy 
Anniversary column their names,  their 
years of marriage, and their Catholic 
parish which sustains their family and 
spiritual life. 

Marriage Celebrations for November
Anniversaries of 25, 40, 50, and Over 
50 Years of Marriage

Blessed Mother, Owensboro
Stanley & Kathy Saalwaechter, 25
Joseph & Beverly Carrico, 40
Kenneth & Alice Cole, 50
Eldridge & Lois Owens, 52
Harry & Charlene  Baumgarten, 52
Blessed Sacrament, Owensboro
Phillip & Joyce Moorman, 52
Christ the King, Madisonville
Eddie & Rachel Ballard, 56
Emilio & Virginia Suarez, 55
Christ the King, Scottsville
Leroy & Jean Jansen, 40
Holy Guardian Angels, Irvington
Joseph & Mary Catherine Crews, 58
Alvin & Loretta Heck, 57
James & Betty Hardesty, 50
Holy Name of Jesus, Henderson
Larry & Jane Denton, 50
Billy & Betty Gatten, 60
Bobby & Della May Marlin, 52
Boynton & Marian Merrill, 57
Ralph & Jeannine O’Nan, 51
Charles & Faye Pippin, 52
Andre’ & Louise Trawick, 54
Holy Spirit, Bowling Green
Bernard & Lois Schwitzgebel, 50
Bill & Alberta Metzger, 63
Richard & Marie Owen, 52
Immaculate Conception, Hawesville
Bob & Jo Ann Ogle, 50
Myrl & Cleo Bickett, 68
Parish of the Immaculate, Owensboro
Joseph Jewell & Rosita Blanford, 62
F. Donald & Mary Beatrice Blanford, 56
Charles Russell & Mary Jane Bowlds, 57
Thomas & Mary Louise Cecil, 59

Joseph & Mary Ruth Cilia, 66
Stewart G. & Barbara June Coomes, 55
John & Patricia Mountain, 53
William & Carolyn Mulligan, 63
Tom & Rosella Whitsett, 59
Robert Winfield & Marjorie Slack, 40
Our Lady of Lourdes, Owensboro
Robert & Mary Hagan, 51
Edward & Ann Laughley, 40
Greg & Lori Nelson, 25
James & Clara Simon, 58
Precious Blood, Owensboro
Louis & Liz Cecil, 65
Mike & Vicki Howard, 40
Charles & Shirley Merimee, 53
James & Doris Schrecker, 55
Sacred Heart, Hickman
Morrison & Paula McClure, 52
Sacred Heart, Russellville
Kenneth & Karen Brown, 40
William & Jean Danhauer, 59
St. Agnes, Uniontown
Ross & Jane Thomas, 50
Pat & Peggy Thomas, 57
Fred & Mary Evelny Eckmans, 50
Clarence & Charlene French, 73
St. Alphonsus, St. Joseph
Keith & Kris Weise, 25
Maurice & Dot Drury, 62
Bill & Daisy Gibson, 53
William A. & Elizabeth Mattingly, 63
Robert & Mary Ann Mattingly, 52
St. Ann, Morganfield
Harold & Kathy Thomas, 50
Larry & Sharon Cissell, 54
James & Betty Hancock, 65
St. Anthony, Browns Valley
Simon & Rita Wink, 53
St. Charles, Bardwell
Joe & Rosalyn Hayden, 63
St. Edward, Fulton
Doug & Connie Lorton, 53
Bill & Jean Fenwick, 57
Steve & Ann Lindsey, 55
St. Francis Borgia, Sturgis
Paul & Bernadette Farr, 55
Fred & Rita Williamson, 61
St. Francis de Sales, Paducah
Robert L & Jeanne Alexander, 25
Hayvert & Catherine Sutton, 50
Charles & Mary Chappell, 52
St. Jerome, Fancy Farm
Leon & Mae Carter, 74
Charles & Betty Cash, 59
Hardy & Joyce Hayden, 40
Bernard & Wilma Hobbs, 60
Charles & Mary Ann Thomas, 51
Joseph & Magy Wilson, 61
St. John the Evangelist, Paducah
Wally & Dionna Wurth, 25
Leroy & June Kaufman, 57
Francis & Dorothy Scheer, 55
George & Emma Gourgois, 55
Johnny & Jouise Kaufman, 56
Ambrose & Mary Denise Willett, 63

Bennie & Doris Durbin, 59
St. Joseph, Central City
Jim & Mary Beyke, 50
St. Joseph, Leitchfield
Wendell & Mary Lou Beeler, 55
St. Joseph, Mayfield
Kenneth & Wanda Shelby, 25
Fred & Nancy Lancaster, 40
John & Helen Riley, 53
Douglas & Hilda Webb, 61
Samuel & Ann Cash, 63
Randal & Louise Carrico, 64
St. Jude, Clinton
Donald E. & Barbara E. McConnal, 50
St. Lawrence, Philpot
Wayne & Wilma Knott, 40
St. Leo, Murray
Kenneth & Carolyn Ramsey, 52
Leonard & Elenore Lankford, 50
St. Mary, LaCenter
Kenny & Norma Anselm, 40
St. Martin, Rome
Larry & Sharon Gillim, 50
George & Patti Osborne, 54
Paul & Mary Schrecker, 63
St. Mary of the Woods, Whitesville
Audry & Martha Hagan, 61
J. W. & Mary Morris, 57
William & Mary Brey, 63
Gordon & Evelyn Millay, 55
St. Peter, Stanley
Hugh & Betty Cecil, 57
Delbert & Shirley Fulkerson, 57
St. Peter, Waverly
George & Regina Vogel, 61
St. Pius Tenth, Calvert City
Jerry & Gayle Seay, 56
St. Pius Tenth, Owensboro
Mark & Susan Stallings, 25
Donald & Linda Logsdon, 40
Julian & Louise Crowe, 50

Dennis & Charlotte Gatton, 50
Joseph & Dorothy Raley, 55
St. Romuald, Hardinsburg
Thomas & Molly Byrd, 25
Joe Paul & Phyllis Flood, 52
Victor & Lillian Henning, 52
Harold & Dorothy Burnette, 57
St. Stephen, Cadiz
Delbert & Ronella Stagner, 63
St. Stephen Cathedral, Owensboro
John & Marybelle Darnell, 63
Jim & Jolene Hudson, 53
Daniel & Debbie Van Bussum, 40
William & Jean Danhauer, 59
Charles & Mary Ruth Danhauer, 60
Glenn & Ruth Helen Wright, 54
Gilbert & Joann Moore, 52
Paul & Frances O’Bryan, 25
St. Thomas More, Paducah
Bill & Mary Ann Graves, 40
Wayne & Margaret Hagan, 51
John & Helen Farrell, 54
Louis & Emma Bourgois, 55
George & Joanna McMinn, 55
St. William, Knottsville
John W. & Edna Lanham, 63
Frankie & Elsie Lindsey, 53
Joseph E. & Catherine Mills, 63
Leon & Patricia Lanham, 52
Sts. Joseph & Paul, Owensboro
Marvin & Emma Blincoe, 63
Wm. Sid & Anna Clark, 51
Donald & Martha Hare, 54
Charles & Florence Howard, 54
Richard & Rita Stiff, 54
Sts. Peter & Paul, Hopkinsville
Antonio & Patricia Esposito, 40
Arnold & Julia Borders, 54
Henry & Hannelore Kumpfmuller, 52
Thomas & Winnie Wilson, 57

The Western Kentucky Catholic, November, 2009,www:rcdok.org 29

 Yes, I/We want to support the mission
of Mount Saint Joseph Conference and
Retreat Center and the effect the retreat
ministry has on the lives of those who attend
by contributing to the Memorial Rosary
Walk. I/We want to support this ministry by
contributing:

Please make checks payable to: Mount Saint Joseph Center
c/o Rosary Walk, 8001 Cummings Rd., Maple Mount, KY 42356-9999

Credit Card: Visa Mastercard
Card #_____________________________________
Expiration Date______________________________
Signature___________________________________

If donating $125 or more, please fill in the blocks with the name of
the person or persons to be inscribed on the brick, stone or bench.
One letter, comma, period or space must go in each box
(15 maximum per line up to 3 lines):





	$ 500 to sponsor a bead
	$ 125 to sponsor a brick
	$_____ Other

Name__________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________________

State		_____________________________________Zip___________________

Phone___________________Email__________________________________

Come and pray at the Rosary Walk
Mount Saint Joseph, Maple Mount, Ky.

Remember your loved ones with bricks or beads
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Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph
39th Annual Picnic Sept. 13, 2009

RAFFLE TICKET WINNERS
 $3,000 - Alex and Karen Howard, Owensboro

$1,000 - Molly Greenwell, Owensboro
Quilt - St. Benedict Joseph Shelter
$500 - Steve Gardner, Owensboro

Mirror - Rick and April Vindhurst, Henderson
Barbecued ham - Marylou Coomes, Hawesville

 Congratulations to our winners!
And a special thanks to everyone who purchased tickets.
All picnic proceeds benefit the retired Ursuline Sisters.

Learn how the ministries of the Ursuline Sisters of Mount
Saint Joseph help change lives in eight states and in 
Chile (shown at left). Call 270-229-4103 or e-mail 
alicia.coomes@maplemount.org • www.ursulinesmsj.org

Do you have a passion to free 
and nurture women and children?

Vocation Director
Sister Alicia Coomes
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bishops say in proposed pastoral
By Nancy Frazier O’Brien, Catholic News Service

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., chairman of the bishops’ Ad Hoc 
Committee on Defense of Marriage spoke with the presbyterate of the Diocese 
of Owensboro on October 19, 2009 about the church’s visioon of marriage. 
MelHoward photo

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- Hoping to re-
verse what they call “a disturbing trend” 
toward viewing marriage as “a mostly 
private matter” with personal satisfaction 
as its only goal, the U.S. Catholic bishops 
will debate and vote on a 57-page pasto-
ral letter on marriage at their Nov. 16- 19 
meeting in Baltimore. The letter, called 
“Marriage: Life and Love in the Divine 
Plan,” is another component in the bish-
ops’ National Pastoral Initiative for Mar-
riage, which began in November 2004.
 “The vision of married life and 
love that we have presented in this pas-
toral letter is meant to be a foundation 
and reference point for the many works 
of evangelization, catechesis, pastoral 
care, education and advocacy carried on 
in our dioceses, parishes, schools, agen-
cies, movements and programs,” says 
the document’s closing section, called a 
“commitment to ministry.”
 The letter cites four “fundamen-
tal challenges to the nature and purpose 
of marriage” -- contraception, same-sex 
unions, easy divorce and cohabitation. 
Calling both contraception and cohabita-
tion “intrinsically evil,” the bishops say 
that although couples who use contracep-
tion “may think that they are doing noth-
ing harmful to their marriages,” they are 
in reality causing many negative conse-
quences, both personal and societal.
 “The union of male and female is 
reduced to a means of gratifying what-
ever one desires, and so conjugal love is 
diminished,” the letter says. “The procre-
ative capacity of male and female is de-
humanized, reduced to a kind of internal 
biological technology that one masters 
and controls just like any other technolo-
gy.” The document encourages the use of 
natural family planning, which the bish-
ops say promotes “an attitude of respect 
and wonder ... and fosters the true inti-
macy that only such respect can bring.”
 “Children begin to seem less and 
less as gifts received in a personal com-
munion of self-giving, and increasingly as 
a lifestyle choice, a commodity to which 
all consumers are entitled,” the draft says. 
Children can be similarly harmed by co-
habitation and divorce, the bishops say, 
citing “the findings of the social sciences 
... that the best environment for raising 
children is a stable home provided by the 
marriage of their parents.”
 “Marriage is not merely a private 
institution,” the letter adds. “It is the 
foundation for the family, where chil-

dren learn the values and virtues that will 
make good Christians as well as good 
citizens.” The bishops acknowledge that 
divorce “may be the only solution to a 
morally unacceptable situation,” such as 
when “the safety of a spouse and children 
is at risk,” and pledge their support and 
assistance to those in such situations.
 They encourage “those for whom 
divorce seemed the only recourse” to 
make frequent use of the sacraments, es-
pecially penance and the Eucharist. Even 
Catholics who have remarried civilly af-
ter a divorce should “participate in parish 
life and attend the Sunday Eucharist, even 
though they cannot ordinarily receive 
holy Communion,” they say. The moves 
to legally recognize same-sex unions pose 
“a multifaceted threat to the very fabric of 
society, striking at the source from which 
society and culture come and which they 
are meant to serve,” the bishops say.
 “Such recognition affects all peo-
ple, married and nonmarried: not only at 
the fundamental levels of the good of the 
spouses, the good of children, the intrin-
sic dignity of every human person and the 
common good, but also at the levels of 
education, cultural imagination and influ-
ence, and religious freedom,” they add. 
Some of the strongest statements in the 
document are directed against those who 
live together without marriage.
 “To have sexual intercourse out-
side the covenant of marriage is gravely 
immoral because it communicates physi-
cally the gift of oneself to another when, 
at the same time, one is not willing or 
able to make a total and permanent com-
mitment,” the draft says. Cohabitation 
does not improve the likelihood that a 
couple will have a stable marriage and 
can even diminish the possibility, it adds. 
The bishops said they addressed the letter 
“first and foremost to the Catholic faithful 
in the United States” but also offered it to 
others “in the hope of inspiring them to 
embrace this teaching.”
 “Today, more than ever, people are 
asking whether and how it is possible to 
make and keep a lifetime commitment in 
a marriage,” said Archbishop Joseph E. 
Kurtz of Louisville, Ky., chairman of the 
bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee on Defense 
of Marriage, in a news release about the 
draft document. “The Catholic Church 
has a vision for marriage that can sustain 
spouses in good times and in bad times 
-- one that can lead them to happiness and 
holiness in their relationship,” he added. 

“This message is based on both reason and faith; it is God’s plan for the good of the 
spouses, their children and family, and society as a whole.”



WHITESVILLE,Ky. - The Criminal Law class at Trinity High School took a field trip 
to the Daviess County Detention Center on Monday, October 5th.  They took a tour of 
the facility as well as listened to the Jailor, captain, and inmates speak to them about 
making good choices and staying away from drugs.  

Trinity High School Criminal Law class in front of the detention cente: Front row, 
Mrs. Armes, Mark Hamilton, Mercedez Varble, Samantha Coomes, Cortney Morris, 
and Brett Roberts.  Back row…Margie Hamilton, Amanda Edge, Diana Rhodes, 
Aaron Ward, Leah Collins, Emily Rhodes, Becky Rhodes, Carrie Wilkerson, Angie 
Collins, Jacob Riney, Jon Rhodes, and Travis Clark. Submitted by Lisa Armes
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Some Legal Consequences of Choices

Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries
Saint Martin, Rome, parishioners who celebrated with the annual Diocesan 
Marriage Cleebration  Mass at Saint Martin Church on September 27. Pictured 
left to right and the year they are celebrating: David & Connie Clary, 25 yrs., 
Lynne & David Scott, 40 yrs., Earlene & Jerry Abney, 50 yrs. Submitted by Judy 
Fee

By Edie Keeney
PADUCAH,Ky. - Christine Quigley had a 
surprise when she found out that she was 
to receive the Sophia Award.  She has 
been a member of St. Francis de Sales in 
Paducah since 1955, and for the past sev-
eral years she had heard of others receiv-
ing the award but she did not really know 
what it is or who might receive it. 
 Ginny Knight-Simon is the coor-
dinator of The Diocesan Office of Wis-
dom, a ministry to seniors that originated 
from Bishop McRaith’s concern with is-
sues and activities for older individuals.  
Bishop McRaith told her he wanted to 
recognize older members of the Diocese 
of Owensboro for their long and faithful 
service to the Catholic Church and their 
communities.  A committee, including Fr. 
Joe Mills and Fr. Paul (Pike) Powell, was 
formed and out of this committee the So-
phie Award came to be.  The award was 
named The Sophie Award.  In the Greek 
language sophie means wisdom.  The 
committee receives nominations from 
the churches of the diocese.  The nomi-
nees must be 65 or older and can be an 
individual or couple, home-bound or 
deceased who is/was a good role model, 
The nomination can come from members 
of the church who vote or the nominee 
can come from a parish service group.  
The name is submitted with the reasons 
the person should receive the award.  A 
special Mass is celebrated and the award 
is presented to each recipient.  After Mass 
a group photograph is taken and a copy 
is in a Christmas card to each person re-
ceiving the award.  There have been 50 to 
70 recipients with their family and friends 
attending the Masses each year.  This Sep-
tember, the Award Mass was held at Holy 
Name Parish in Henderson.  Bishop John  
has attended every Awards Mass since it 
began.  
 Christine Quigley has been married 
to Jerry for 50 years.  They have 4 chil-
dren and 8 grandchildren whose Catholic 
faith is an important part of their lives. 
Christine is an excellent role model to her 
family and her church community.  She 
is very involved in the parish.  She is a 
co-chair of the bereavement committee 
that provides meals following funerals, 
she is also co-chair of the committee that 
organizes and serves meals at the 2 ba-
zaar fundraisers at St. Francis.  She is also 
involved in making 2 handmade quilts a 
year that are raffled off at the fundraisers.  

She is quick to say, “Without the support 
of the parishioners who enjoy quilts the 
success we have at the bazaars would 
not be possible.”  She makes hundreds of 
telephone calls to help those who checked 
areas of service on the parish stewardship 
forms to help them fulfill their commit-
ments.  In the mist of all this she works 
with Mary Ann Wooten, her co-chair on 
the 2 committees, to make the altar linens 
for the church.
 Christine is also involved in her 
community.  She was a charter member 
of the Farley Neighborhood Watch and 
served as the secretary for many years.  
She and Jerry are charter members in the 
Kentucky Bluebird Society whose mis-
sion is to preserve the blue birds and to 
educate the public, especially the chil-
dren, about the role of the birds in our 
world.  Jerry has built many of the 28 
birdhouses he has placed in Paducah’s 
Nobel Park Blue Bird Trail.  Each year 
he cleans and prepares them for the next 
nesting season.  
 Christine commented, ”Receiving 
this award is a very humbling experience 
when I look around and see so many of 
my friends that are doing volunteer work 
for the same reason that I am.  Trying to 
give back to the church a little bit of what 
I have received.  When I do work for the 
Lord, I do not expect a reward here on 
earth.  I have been a member here at St. 
Francis since 1955.  The first years I re-
ceived many blessings and I did not return 
much except our monetary offerings.  The 
last several years have been a real bless-
ing to be able to give time and talent.  I 
get so much more from doing this than I 
receive.”

Christine Quigley, Saint Francis de 
Sales Parish, Paducah,  won a 2009 
Sophia Award.  Edie Keeney Photo

Christine Quigley Receives So-
phia Award For Faithful Service



Diocesan Review Board Members Ready  
To Respond To Calls

 
    The members of the Board who deal with sexual abuse allegations in the Diocese 
of Owensboro are as follows:  Ms. June Bell, Chair, Mr. Ken Bennett,  Dr. 
Charles Bohle, Ms. Susan Clark, Rev. Pat Connell, Mr. Jeff Ebelhar, Mr. 
Nicholas Goetz, Ms. Teresa Henry, Vice-Chair, Dr. Carroll Howard, Mr. 
Dan Howard,  Sr. Eula Johnson, SCN,  Rev. Pat Reynolds, and Dr. Michele 
Thomas.  Ms. Louanne Payne serves as the Diocesan liaison to the Review 
Board.
          Any person who wishes to communicate with the Diocesan Review 
Board is asked to call the Catholic Pastoral Center at 1-270-683-1545 and 
ask to speak with a member of the Review Board.  To speak with a particu-
lar member of this Board, tell the receptionist.  In either case, the reception-
ist at the Catholic Pastoral Center will give the caller’s information to the 
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 Visit Our Lady of Guadalupe 
  Join Father John M. Thomas & Father Jose Carmelo for an amazing trip 

to Mexico to visit Our Lady of Guadalupe!

    The Shrine at Guadalupe is considered the holiest place in 
the Western Hemisphere. Highlights of our five night journey 
include: 
 Pyramids Of The Sun And Moon, Temple Of Quetzalcoatl, 
Tulpetlac Church, Basilica Of Our Lady Of Guadalupe, Tilma 
Of Juan Diego, Blessed First Martyrs Shrine, Church Of San 
Francisco, San Miguel Del Milagro Shrine, Our Lady Of 
Ocotlan Shrine, Mexico City, Cholula, National Palace, An-
thropology Museum, Coyoacan Famous Market, Casa Azul 
& Our Lady Of Guadalupe Shrine.   Also, we will enjoy some 
shopping, a live mariachi band, and fine Mexican dining! 
  From Monday, February 8, 2010  
   To Sunday, February 13, 2010 

 $1,799.00, includes air, 4 star hotels, 12 meals, & transportation
   Call Kenny:    270-389-1002

Pilgrims Of Hope’s First Project A Success

A Mission Of Hope
Submitted by Jim Scott, St. Ann Parish, Morganfield, Ky. 
 On Sunday September 20, 9 people from the Diocese of  Owensboro went to 
Jamaica and our sister Diocese of Mandeville to try to give the poor a little hope and a 
lot of help.  We stayed at Our Lady of Dunsinane retreat house in Dunsinane, Jamaica.  
We returned to Kentucky Saturday 10/26.
 Our group consisted of 2 dentists and their wives, who were their assistants, and 
5 workers.  We worked at a medical clinic in Bull Savanna, a small community in the 
southern part St. Elizabeth Parish in the Diocese of Mandeville.  Dr. Carol Narkevic, 
a missionary from the USA, runs the clinic.   The dentists saw 175 patients that week 
while the other 5 of us did some much needed repairs on the clinic.
 Each day when we arrived at the clinic there was a large group of people waiting 
to see the dentist.  Many traveled several miles to be there.  There is no public transpor-
tation, so they either take a cab or catch a ride with someone going that way.  Several 
of the people who saw the dentist in the morning would still be there in the afternoon 
waiting for a ride back home. Some that didn’t have appointments would wait all day 
to see the dentist.  There is no waiting room inside the clinic, the patients waited out-
side sitting on benches and tables under June Plum fruit trees.  As we worked around 
the clinic each day we were able to talk with these people.  What a pleasure that was.  
When we would ask one of them how they were today, their reply was always “good 
or not bad.”  Not once did I hear them say anything negative about their way of life.  
These people have so little but they continue to have joy and hope in their lives.   This 
was the only time there would be a dentist in their area this year.
 I would like to personally thank Dr. Darrell French and Dr. Dwight Wilson for 
the giving of their time and talent for this week.

In the group picture at right 
are, in the front row, Dr. 
Dwight Wilson, Dr. Darrell 
French, Jim Scott, Don Page 
& Tom Rose; second row: 
Martha Wilson, LaDonna 
French, Laura Brown, 
Stefani Simpson, Meeckas 
Waite, Belinda Page & Anna 
Conn.

MORGANFIELD,Ky. - Pilgrims of Hope is a newly 
formed organization dedicated to raising the spiritual 
consciousness of our Sister Diocese in Mandeville. 
Our first project as an organization was to raise $600 
to sponsor a student’s tuition for a year at St. Vincent 
Strombi High School in Bull Savanna, Jamaica.  We 
successfully raised this amount through donations from 
members of Pilgrims of Hope and people who have 
been to Mandeville on a mission trip. 

 Two members of Pilgrims of Hope, Tom Rose and I, 
were very fortunate to be in Bull Savanna on a mission trip 
when this scholarship was awarded.  We were invited to at-
tend the ceremony where we presented the scholarship to 
Christine Powell, a 9th grade student there at St. Vincent 
Strombi High School.  That’s all of us in the picture 
just below. Needless to say, Tom and I were thrilled and 
blessed by this event.
  Submittted by Jim Scott, St. Ann Parish, Morganfield

member of the Review Board for follow-up.  Callers may choose to remain 
anonymous for the initial call to the Catholic Pastoral Center receptionist.  
The phone numbers of the members of this Board will not be made public.
 You may also contact the Board via email at reviewboard@pastoral.
org.  Be sure to include your contact information.  No direct response will 
be given by email because confidentiality is never guaranteed when using 
email.  Follow-up will be made by telephone.
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Fr. J. Patrick Reynolds, Pastor of Saint Thomas More Church,  invites the parish’s Candidates and 
Catechumens to continue their spiritual journey. Assisting Fr. Pat was altar server Michaela Jones.  Photo 
by Stan Eckenberg.

CASTEL GANDOLFO, Italy (CNS) -- 
Many children raised by cohabitat-
ing, separated, divorced or remar-
ried parents are deprived of fixed 
points of reference and can suffer 
from inner conflict and confusion, 
Pope Benedict XVI told Brazilian 
bishops. The traditional family 
based on a man and woman unit-
ed in an indissoluble marriage is 
under attack in today’s world, he 
said. “There are forces and voices 
in present society that seem com-
mitted to demolishing the natural 
homestead of human life,” the pope 
said during a meeting Sept. 25 with 
bishops from the northeastern area 
of Brazil. Families in secularized 
cultures, especially where divorce 
is legal, seem deeply immersed 
in uncertainty, he said. More and 
more couples build their unions 
on the fragility and impermanence 
of cohabitation, which is merely 
based on an “individual’s feeling 
or subjectivity,” he said. He said as 
divorces increase and cohabitation 
is on the rise, the children in these 
situations are “deprived of their 
parents’ support and become vic-
tims of malaise and abandonment, 
thus spreading social disorder.”

Catholic Marital Trends
With 53 percent of adult Catholics currently married, 
Catholic marital trends are similar to those of the U.S. 
population as a whole. (CNS graphic/Emily Thompson) 
(Oct. 16, 2009)

of adult Catholics are currently married

never been married

divorced

widowed

separated

unmarried and living with partner

CatholiC marital trends are 
similar to those of the U.s. population 
as a whole.

Source: Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate  ©2009 CNS
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By Michael Chesnut
PADUCAH,Ky. - St Thomas More Parish cleebrated the 
Rite of Acceptance and Welcoming for one catechumen 
and nine candidates during the Sunday 9:00am Mass, Oc-
tober 4, 2009.  This first step in the RCIA process marks 
their first ritual expression of the desire to be received by 
the Church.  They are usually a bit nervous about stand-
ing in front of the entire assembly at Mass, and perhaps 
internally about the spiritual commitment this step entails.  
But it is without fail that they experience the “showers of 
God’s grace,” about which the norms speak.  As the name 
implies, they spoke of feeling accepted and welcomed by 
the parish community in the terms of friendship and fam-
ily.  They also found the Signing of the Senses particular ly 
beautiful and spiritually nourishing.
 The Signing of the Senses is part of the Rite of Ac-
ceptance and Welcoming, the first major rite of the RCIA 
process, both for Catechumens and Candidates.  The full 
rite consists in the catechumens and candidates start-
ing outside the church building (outside the doors to the 
church) [in the ancient church they would knock and a 
deacon would ask a question and let them in], and they are 
invited into the church by the pastor, as a sign of their be-
ing inviting into God’s people/the Church, and movement 
from outside inquirer to inside learner (catechumen).   
 They assemble around the baptismal font, symbol-
izing either the way they will soon become a part of the 
church through baptism or the way they became followers 
of Christ by baptism to be fulfilled in Confirmation and 
Eucharist.  
 They are asked what they seek and to give their free 
consent to take this next step toward reception into the 
Church, as well as their sponsors and the assembly giving 
their affirmation.  Then comes the Signing of the senses as 
a way of opening the whole person, all of their senses, all 
of the external means by which they collect information/ 
have experience to be open to the Holy Spirit.  
 It would have been the stated assumption in previous 
ritual that if one was not specifically opened to the Holy 
Spirit, by let us say, baptism, they would be implicitly open 
to less than holy spirits.  So it is a consecration of the whole 
person to the Holy Spirit, that they may see clearly His 
work in their life and respond accordingly, daily growing 
in grace on the path to full initiation.  
   The celebrant makes the first cross on the forehead, 
then the sponsor makes the subsequent crosses.  This ends 
with a prayer and them being invited to enter the assemb-
ley to hear God’s word (not yet to share at the altar).  After 
the readings and homily, the intercessions are prayed for 
them and then they are called forward, blessed, and dis-
missed from the assembly.  

Divorce, cohabitation ruin the lives of 
many  children,  
pope  says
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 Writer’s Note:  When I was asked to 
consider writing a story commemorating 
this Year For The Priest, about “a priest 
who has touched a person, a family or a 
parish in a special way,” I immediately 
thought of Fr. John Thomas.  While Fr. 
Thomas has many special gifts, the way 
he handles someone’s death or the death 
of a loved one quickly came to mind be-
cause of my own personal experience.   
 More than three and a half years 
ago, my sister suffered a massive heart 
attack and died in St. Louis, Missouri.  
Of his own volition, Fr. Thomas traveled 
to St. Louis to preside over her funeral.  
Needless to say, this selfless act of love 
touched me and my family in a way I had 
never experienced.  As we gathered in the 
funeral home, the congregation consisted 
of practicing Catholics, non-practicing 
Catholics, Protestants, Jewish, a couple 
of agnostics as well as one known atheist.  
Yet, in his homily, Fr. Thomas united us 
all as one in our shared sorrow and he 
reassured us with Christ’s love and for-
giveness.  At the time, I felt uniquely spe-
cial because of his kindness.  As I hope 
this article depicts, however, each and ev-
ery one of Fr. Thomas’ parishioners are 
uniquely special to him.

 When death is encountered, the 
memories surrounding the event are im-
penetrable.  It’s as if the memories of all 
that occurs during that time are burned 
into the souls of those closest to the one 
who dies.  For many parishioners at Sts. 
Peter and Paul in Hopkinsville, those 
memories include the presence of their 
pastor, Fr. John Thomas.
 According to those to whom he 
has ministered, Fr. Thomas has a special 
gift.  With awe, wonderment and a special 
gratitude, parishioners spoke of his gift, 
some just months after losing someone 
dear to them.
 “If it wasn’t for Fr. John, I don’t 
know what we would have done,” claimed 
Ana Etheridge after losing her son, Sky-

ler, a little more than a year ago.  “Fr. John ministered to 
my entire family,” said Nicole Mowen regarding the loss of 
her father this past June.    “I couldn’t have done it without 
him,” recalled Lynne Hensley when her husband died this 
past January.   “I don’t think I could have gotten through 
it the way I did,” agreed Robert Belitsky remembering his 
wife’s death in April of this year.  These are just a few of 
the heartfelt, grateful comments heard by parishioners who 
have been ministered to by Fr. Thomas when they’ve lost a 
loved one by death.
 According to Fr. Thomas, the comfort and ministry 
he provides when a parishioner loses a loved one is his 
duty.  “It’s not only my responsibility, but my duty,” he 
said.  To Fr. Thomas, there is a difference between a duty 
and a responsibility.  “A responsibility is external, it’s put 
upon you.  A duty is something that comes from within.  A 
duty is something more.  You don’t carry out a duty be-
cause it’s expected.  A duty is doing something because of 
who you are.  It comes from the core,” he explained.  
 Fr. Thomas developed this strong sense of duty after 
what he calls a “blatant failure.”  “A family had experi-
enced a terrible death, the situation was unusual, and the 
services were not held here in Hopkinsville,” Fr. Thomas 
explained.  “I did not show the compassion or mercy of the 
Church or the priesthood,” he admitted.  “The family was 
terribly hurt and my failure to reach out to them made the 
family’s pain that much more unbearable.”
 Through that experience, Fr. Thomas has developed 
a stronger sense of how he should handle death as a priest.  
“I have committed myself to be especially attentive to 
those near death and to those near the dying,” he affirmed.   
“The moment of death is one of the greatest needs.  The 
people need the Church more at that moment than a lot 
of other times.  What could be more important than that?  
That’s how I approach it now,” he elaborated.  “Here, of 
course I represent the Church.  People don’t need me there, 
they need the Church of which Christ is the head.”
 Being there at the moment of death, or as closely 
thereafter is indeed a high priority for Fr. Thomas.  “As 
pastor, you’re to be with your people especially at the time 
of death; whether it is for the person dying or for the people 
around the person dying.  That presence is first and most 
important,” Fr. Thomas explained.  “I don’t care if it’s a 
Catholic who hasn’t been to church in 10 years or someone 
who’s warming their pew every day of the week.  They 
each deserve the dignity of the liturgy and the presence of 
the Church,” he emphasized.
 Many parishioners recalled both Fr. Thomas’ quick 
response to their calls and the time he spent with them.  
“Fr. John, Libby, and Byron met me in the parking lot,” 
explained Sue Wassmer who lost her husband nearly five 
years ago.  Wassmer explained that as she and her hus-
band were traveling home after a mission at the church, her 
husband, Gene, suffered a heart attack and needed to pull 
the car over in another church’s parking lot.  Although the 
EMTs had already arrived, Fr. Thomas, Libby Downs, the 
pastoral associate at Sts. Peter and Paul, and Byron Ma-
cias, currently a seminarian who was the Hispanic Minister 
at Sts. Peter and Paul at the time, arrived quickly to minis-
ter to Wassmer and her husband.  
 In addition to arriving quickly, Fr. Thomas and the 
others remained with Wassmer until Gene was heliported 
to a hospital in Nashville.  “Fr. John was right there.  Libby 
was a rock.  They were all being so supportive,” Wassmer 

recalled.  “I couldn’t do half of 
what I do without the staff that’s 
here,” claimed Fr. Thomas.  “Espe-
cially at a time like that.”
 Belitsky, who found his wife 
dead at about 3 p.m. on Palm Sun-
day this year after returning home 
from church and running errands, 
recalls how quickly Fr. Thomas 
arrived.  “Fr. John and Dennis (a 
friend who works for Emergency 
Management Center) arrived at 
the same time, before the emer-
gency vehicles arrived,” Belitsky 
recalled.  “He hugged me and then 
went right into the bedroom to give 
Stephanie her last rites,” he added.  
In addition to arriving quickly, Fr. 
Thomas also spent numerous hours 
at Belitsky’s home that evening.  
“It was a long evening to say the 
least,” Belitsky recalled.  “He was 
there until 9 or 10 that evening.” 
 On August 21, 2008, Shane 
and Ana Etheridge discovered that 
the child Ana had been carrying 
for five months had died in utero.  
Ten minutes after they learned the 
news, they called their pastor.  “He 
got to the house in no time,” Ana 
recalled.  “He made us feel like 
we were number one at that time,” 
agreed Shane.  The Ethridges too 
recall the time Fr. Thomas spent 
with them during their hours of 
greatest need.  “He was here a 

couple of hours,” Ana recalled.  
“He sat and talked to us and 
tried to explain things to us.  
He also walked us through 
how to explain it to the kids,” 
Ana added explaining the need 
to tell her other two children 
what had happened.
 Spending time during 
the illnesses preceding death 
is another ministry of Fr. 
Thomas’ that his parishioners 
greatly appreciate.  Mowen, 
who teaches seventh grade at 
Sts. Peter and Paul School, 
recalls how involved and con-
cerned Fr. Thomas was during 
the last months of her father’s 
life.  “He was super supportive 
at the end of the school year,” 
Mowen recalled.  “He didn’t 
hesitate to let me off work for 
a week,” Mowen explained 
that at the time she thought 
her father, who lived in Slidell, 
Louisiana, may not survive 
much longer.  “He even called 
my mom to let her know that 
he and the parish were praying 
for her,” Mowen added.  
 A little more than a 
month later, when Mowen’s 
father was nearing the end of 
his life, Fr. Thomas continued 
showing his concern for her 

Priest Touches Parishioners at Critical Times
By Dawn C. Ligibel

Fr. John Thomas, pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul in Hopkinsville, 
spends a few moments with two parishioners to whom he has 
ministered after they lost their husbands.  Sue Wassmer, on the 
left, who lost her husband in January of 2005, has since become 
the church’s secretary.  Donna Dunham, on the right, lost her 
husband in April of this year.  She now spends time in the church 
office every weekday assisting the staff as needed.  Photo taken 
by Dawn C. Ligibel.

Continued on page 38
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Emmanuel Udoh
St. Meinrad Seminary

eudoh@saintmeinrad.edu

Jamie Dennis 
St. Meinrad Seminary

(no email address)

Steve Hohman 
St. Meinrad Seminary 

shohman@saintmeinrad.edu

Ryan Harpole
St. Meinrad Seminary

rharpole@saintmeinrad.edu

Uwem Enoh
St. Meinrad Seminary

uenoh@saintmeinrad.edu

Julio Barrera
St. Meinrad Seminary

jbarrera@saintmeinrad.edu

Will Thompson
St. Meinrad Seminary 

wthompson@saintmeinrad.edu

Gary Clark
St. John Vianney Seminary

gdclark1@stthomas.edu

Joseph Markin
St. John Vianney Seminary
mark6959@stthomas.edu

Basilio Az
Our Lady of Guadalupe Seminary

azbasilio@yahoo.com

Jared Kaelin
St. John Vianney Seminary

jmkaelin@stthomas.edu

The Diocese of 
Owensboro is blessed to 
have 16 seminarians in 

priestly formation.  
These young men 

pray for you 
and they count on 

your prayers for them, 
as they 

actively seek God’s will 
in their lives. 

Pray for 
our Priests, 
Consecrated 

Religious, and 
Seminarians.Byron Macias

Pastoral Year-St. Pius X
byronmacias@hotmail.com

Seminarians of the Diocese of Owensboro

Brandon Williams 
St. Meinrad Seminary 

bwilliams@saintmeinrad.edu

Nick Higdon
St. John Vianney Seminary

jnhigdon@stthomas.edu

Alex French
St. John Vianney Seminary

agfrench@stthomas.edu

Robert Ellegood
St. John Vianney Seminary
elle0012@go.century.edu

Prayer for 
Vocations

Lord, through Your 
Holy Spirit, we ask 
for Your blessing as 
we pray for vocations. 
Inspire many men and 
women to hear Your 
call to serve God and 
the Church as priests, 
deacons, vowed religious 
and lay ministers.  Give 
them courage, renew 
their faith and inspire 
them with confidence 
to answer Your call. 
We ask this through 
Jesus’ name. Amen. 



 By Tami Schneider
 A vocation is a gift from God. It is the 
path that leads us to the greatest amount of 
happiness in this earthly life, knowing that 
we are following God’s will. Unfortunately, 
our humanity often blurs our vision so that 
we cannot see this path clearly on our own. 
In each of our lives, God sends us our own 
personal “Angel Gabriel” in the form of an 
inspiration, a parent, a friend or even a per-
fect stranger. 
 In diocesan seminarian’s Uwem 
Enoh’s case, Idara Otu was his Angel Ga-
briel. The two grew up together, and it was 
Idara who invited Uwem to attend a World 
Apostolate of Fatima Youth Cadet gathering 
for young people at St. John’s Pro-Cathedral 
Parish in Abak,  Akwa Ibom, Nigeria. Uwem 
claims “I only went because we were going 
to play soccer afterwards, but that one time 
made an impression on me, so I kept going 
back.” The Youth Cadet group meets to pray 
the rosary, praise and worship, and it plants a 
seed in many young people’s hearts. In fact, 
all of the priestly vocations from Pro-Ca-
thedral parish had at one time attended the 
group. Uwem became very involved in the 
World Apostolate of Fatima and after about 
8 months, became president of the group. 
That is when he first began considering a vo-
cation to the priesthood. 
 Though peers and companions, Idara 
joined the seminary prior to Uwem and was 
ordained in 2002 with the Missionaries of 
St. Paul. Uwem joined the seminary with the 
St. Patrick’s Missionary Society two years 
after his friend. However, after five years of 
formation, he returned home because he had 
decided not to continue. “I had given up,” 
Uwem said. “Part of it was that I was do-

ing what my parents wanted me to do. I 
had to take a step back and decide if that’s 
what I wanted to do.” When Idara came 
home for a visit and found Uwem there, 
he told him “You still have the call to be 
a priest.” But Idara did not stop there. He 
followed up this declaration by directing 
Uwem to Fr. Steve Pawelk, Vocations Di-
rector with the Glenmary Home Mission-
ers in the United States. This was of great 
help to Uwem.

 After Idara was ordained to the priesthood, he was sent to war-torn Sudan. 
“In the Sudan, the Church simply strives to take care of the basic needs,” Uwem 
explained. “Recently, Fr. Idara had to travel to Kenya just to buy food. Every time 
he leaves, he says ‘If I die, send my body back to Nigeria.’” He lives everyday not 
knowing whether he will live or die. That is true martyrdom. 
 Idara Otu’s example has been a true inspiration to Uwem. “Even though he’s 
my age, I look up to him,” Uwem stated. “He is humble, intelligent and prayerful. 
He reminds me of the early missionaries who came to Africa. Most of them died of 
malaria but it didn’t deter others from coming. There’s something that drew these 
men to faith.” 
 After spending a year and a half with the Glenmary’s, Uwem contacted Fr. 
Andy Garner to affiliate with the Diocese of Owensboro and begin diocesan semi-
nary formation. Uwem is now in his last year of Theology at St. Meinrad Seminary. 
He recently made Deacon Promises on September 17th and is scheduled to be or-
dained to the transitional deaconate in January, 2010. Who would have known that 
the simple phrase “You still have the call to be a priest,” would make such a monu-
mental difference in this man’s life? Uwem still communicates with Fr. Idara Otu 
about once a month to continue to be inspired by his example. 

  

Father Idara Otu

At right, Fr Idaru stands at the back of 
his vehicle stuck in the mud road in the 
Sudan. Uwem said, “The picture with 
the truck shows how treacherous the 
roads are. This was one of the trips 
from Sudan to Kenya to buy groceries. 
It’s about a 9-hour trip.
 Submitted Photos
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Inspired by Example

Two Young Men 
Make Deacon 

Promises
At right, Steve Hohman places his 
hand upon the Book of Gospels 
asking strength from God and 
His Word to remain faithful to the 
promises he has made. He was 
one of seven who made Deacon 
Promises. At far right, Uwem Enoh, 
4th Year Theology Student at Saint 
Meinrad Seminary professes Deacon 
Promises on  September 17th in 
preparation for ordination to the 
Transitional Deaconate in January 
of 2010. After the Candidates for 
the Transitional Diaconate place a 
signature upon the promises they 
have made, they are also signed by 
a priestly witness. Photos by Tami 
Schneider.
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and her family.  
“He would text 
me and see how 
we were all do-
ing.  He was 
very involved,” 
Mowen remem-
bered.  “On that 
last day, I had 
told him that we 
had taken him 

the ins and outs.  Fr. John was just right 
there to walk you through anything you 
needed.  He’s a pro.  He gets you in and 
out without getting run over by a hearse,” 
Hensley said with a laugh.
“You’re so confused about everything,” 
agreed Wassmer.  “You’re numb.  Think-
ing is a major issue,” she added.  “He just 
says things to you that take the worry 
away from you.  He is very comforting.”  
 “Nothing would have turned out 
the way it turned out if he hadn’t been 
there,” claimed Mowen, regarding Fr. 
Thomas’ visit to Slidell for her father’s 
funeral.  “He was probably brought there 
more for them (her siblings) than he was 
for me and my mom.  As much as it meant 
to them, it was a turning point for them in 
their healing process.”
 Although Fr. Thomas hadn’t in-
tended to participate in Mowen’s father’s 
funeral service, he was asked to speak 
just prior to the service beginning.  “Five 
minutes before, my sister asked for Fr. 
John to speak.  He didn’t blink,” Mow-
en explained.  “People walked up to me 
after the service and said how much his 
talk meant to them.  And that was literally 
with no notice,” Mowen marveled.
 “It’s the Holy Spirit,” stated Fr. 
Thomas.  “That’s why you have to put 
yourself aside.  If I stood there alone, it 
would never be what it’s supposed to be 
or what God would have it be,” Fr. Thom-
as explained.
 In addition to providing the 
Church’s presence at critical times, such 
as at the time of death or during a funeral, 
Fr. Thomas also seizes other opportuni-
ties when ministering to his parishioners.  
“At a lot of funerals, a lot of people have 
never been in a Catholic church before.  
My goal is to make it real and not make 
it something it’s not.  I want every per-
son who comes to that liturgy to be part 
of that liturgy as much as they can.  The 
liturgy reveals the truth, if you allow it,” 
Fr. Thomas explained.
 When the opportunity arises, Fr. 
Thomas even brings loved ones into 
the Church during long illnesses or af-
ter a loved one dies.  Although Hensley 
was married in the Church in 1970, she 
remained a non-Catholic until 2006.  “I 
didn’t have time,” Hensley explained.  “I 
was too busy taking care of business,” 
she added with a laugh.  “She’d been at-
tending here for 150 years,” Fr. Thomas 
said chuckling.  “She’d been singing in 
the choir for 140 years.  It was time,” he 
added.
 Although married for 26 years, 

Wassmer had never joined the 
Church until two days after her 
husband died.  “Her marriage was 
an impediment to her receiving 
the sacraments,” Fr. Thomas ex-
plained.  Because of previous mar-
riages for both Wassmer and her 
husband, she had not been able to 
convert to Catholicism.  “He gave 
up communion all those years,” 
Wassmer recalled with affection.  
“His dying gave me that gift.”  
 “When I realized that Sue 
could possibly receive her first commu-
nion at her husband’s funeral, I knew 
we needed to do something quick,” Fr. 
Thomas said.  Arrangements were quick-
ly made for Wassmer to join the Church 
two days after her husband’s death and 
two days before his funeral.  “That was a 
very steady moment for me.  It was stable 
for me; I was very focused,” Wassmer ex-
plained. 
 Ministering to his flock beyond the 
time of death is another gift Fr. Thomas 
offers to his parishioners.  “His job did 
not end on the day of the funeral,” claimed 
Wassmer.  “He made sure I continued to 
heal.  He included me in many things.  He 
has never stopped ministering to me,” she 
added.
 “Any time I need to talk to him he 
opens his door and he makes me feel so 
good,” explained Donna Dunham who 
suddenly lost her husband this past April 
due to a massive heart attack.  “At one 
point, I really felt like I was losing my 
mind.  He said it’s normal.”  Dunham also 
explained that Fr. Thomas has encour-
aged her to spend time in the church of-
fice each day assisting wherever needed.  
“Oh yeah, it has helped.  They’ve helped 
me come a long way,” Dunham added.
 “I’m here aren’t I?” Hensley asked 
with tears in her eyes, when she explained 
how she came to be the sixth grade teach-
er at Sts. Peter and Paul School this year 
as part of Fr. Thomas’ continual ministry 
toward her.  She had had to retire from 
teaching several years ago when her hus-
band was very sick.  “It was time to go 
back to work,” she added.  
 “When he found out I was preg-
nant again, he said ‘I’ll keep you in my 
prayers.’  That made me feel like we had 
that support from him and the Church,” 
explained Ana Etheridge.  The Etheridges 
gave birth to a healthy son named Joseph 
in August of this year.
 “There’s a closeness there,” Be-
litsky commented about his relationship 
with Fr. Thomas.  “If he wasn’t here, I 

wouldn’t have had any reason to stay (in 
Hopkinsville).  He is somebody I can turn 
to.  He made me feel like it was worth 
staying,” he added.  “He wanted me to 
come to church and work with the main-
tenance people.  I don’t need anything to 
do, I keep myself busy, but it gives me a 
purpose.”
 “The role of the pastor is to call 
people into the fold, to draw them into the 
community with whatever gifts they can 
share,” Fr. Thomas explained.  “After the 
loss of a loved one, they become a part of 
the community in a different way.  They 
have to find their footing again.”
 Not surprisingly, many parishioners 
feel a special closeness to Fr. Thomas af-
ter experiencing his ministry surround-
ing the death of a loved one.  “I feel like 
he’s my brother,” said Dunham.  “He’s 
so down to earth.  I’ve never met a priest 
like him.  He doesn’t sit up on a pedestal.  
He’s very warm and loving.  He is very 
sensitive to your needs.  He makes you 
feel good about yourself,” she added.
 “Shall we say he is just a real hu-
man being?” Hensley asked affectionate-
ly.  “He is.  He’s a real human being.”
 “The first thing I really noticed 
about our church, especially with this 
loss, is how they come together to support 
you in your faith.  And that all has to do 
with Fr. John,” claimed Shane Etheridge.  
“He calls people together and they come 
to support him and to support us because 
they believe in him and his work,” he 
added.  “To me, Fr. John always makes 
me feel more like a friend.  He’s just al-
ways relaxed and he makes you laugh.  
Yet he helps you understand God’s way,” 
he added.
 “He’s just an all around great guy,” 
Belitsky agreed.  “He’s an all around 
priest.  There’s nothing I wouldn’t do for 
him and I don’t think there’s anything he 
wouldn’t do for me,” he added.  “There 
are not enough accolades in this world to 
describe Fr. John.”
 “We should have more priests like 
him, like Fr. John,” concluded Dunham.

Priest Touches Parishioners at Critical Times
(Continued from page 35)

Father John Thomas
off the oxygen.  He said ‘Keep me posted, 
I’ll be there,’” Mowen explained.  Little 
did Mowen know that he meant he would 
literally travel to be with her.  “I thought 
he meant emotionally and in prayer,” 
Mowen said.  “If Fr. John hadn’t come 
down, I would have given up.  I was so 
distraught,” Mowen explained.  “I didn’t 
realize how much I needed his spiritual 
support until he said he was coming.”
  “We texted for three days,” Fr. 
Thomas recalled.  “I could sense she 
was unsettled and unsure about what to 
do and what not to do.  She was anxious.  
The opportunity arose for me to be able 
to be there and I just thought to have her 
church, her parish, present would be help-
ful.”
 Another parishioner, who valued 
the time Fr. Thomas spent with her and 
her husband prior to his death, fondly re-
calls his involvement.  “When Jerry was 
in the hospital in Nashville, he’d come to 
Nashville.  Every time Jerry had to go to 
Nashville, which was a lot, he’d come,” 
said Hensley.  
 In 2005, Hensley’s husband, who 
ultimately suffered from end-stage kid-
ney failure for fourteen years, was in dire 
need of a kidney.  “I had seen Jerry for 
years slowly decline.  I had seen him on 
numerous occasions in the hospital near 
death,” Fr. Thomas recalled.  “One day 
after a meeting at church, I just got in 
the car and drove to Nashville.  I knew 
he needed a kidney.  I remember walk-
ing from the car to his room.  I just knew 
what I was going to do.  I had made a de-
cision.  I told him I was going to be tested 
to donate a kidney for him.”
 “That was the most marvelous 
thing in the world I had ever heard of,” 
Hensley said.  “He was talking the talk, 
so he was gonna walk the walk.  Anyone 
who steps up to the plate like that is sig-
nificant,” Hensley claimed.  
 Significant also to his parishio-
ners is Fr. Thomas’ ability to assist at the 
time of death and throughout the funeral.  
“You really can’t think very well during 
that time,” said Hensley.  “He knows all 
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Mission, as a witness of divine love, becomes particularly effective when it is shared in a 

communitarian way, so that the world may believe.

Diocesan Seminarians Spend Brotherhood Time at Land Between the Lakes 

Above, the Seminarians enjoy some 
time outdoors on a nature trail at Land 
Between the Lakes. Here, they stop to 
read about the history and topography 
of the surrounding area. At right, 
the Seminarians stand outside of St. 
Stephen’s Church. From left to right 
they are: Alex French, Ryan Harpole, 
Uwem Enoh, Brandon Williams, 
Jamie Dennis, Steve Hohman, Robert 
Ellegood, Byron (Paco) Macias, Julio 
Barrera, Nick Higdon, Joseph Markin, 
Will Thompson, Emmanuel Udoh, Jared 
Kaelin, Gary Clark, and Fr. Andy Garner, 
Director of Vocations and Seminarians. 
Basilio Az was not present. 

Above, Fr. Andy Garner celebrates 
Mass for the diocesan seminarians at a 
house lent to them in Land Between the 
Lakes. This is the second time they were 
able to take advantage of this location 
to spend some time of relaxation and 
prayer together as brothers at the end 
of the summer, before each one goes 
their separate way back to seminary. 
This year, there are 16 seminarians 
affiliated with the Diocese; 6 at St. 
John Vianney Seminary in St. Paul 
Minnesota, 8 at St. Meinrad Seminary 
in southern Indiana, one on pastoral 
year and one at Seminario Hispano in 
Mexico City.

At left, Fr. Daniel 
Dillard and Fr. Andy 
Garner raise the 
chalice and the 
paten during the 
doxology as they  
celebrate Mass for 
the Seminarians 
at the former St. 
Stephen’s Church. 
Though no longer a 
functioning parish, 
they enjoyed  visiting  
this historical site. 
At right, Diocesan 
Administrator, Fr. 
Mike Clark, pictured 
with Emmanuel  
Udoh and Julio 
Barrera, shares 
a meal with the 
seminarians at 
Patty’s Restaurant. 
Photos submitted 
by Will Thompson 
Julio Barrera.  
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HOPKINSVILLE,Ky. - Just five months 
ago, Sarah Kranz had retirement plans 
set firmly in her sites.  She had plans to 
volunteer at school and at the local hos-
pital, and she also had plans to travel.  
When she learned that Sts. Peter and Paul 
in Hopkinsville needed a new principal, 
however, her plans quickly changed.
 “Never did it enter my mind that 
this job would open up,” Kranz admitted.  
“When I knew for sure that I was retir-
ing, I e-mailed Fr. John and told him if 
anything came available at the school to 
keep me in mind.  God answers prayers.  
Fr. John e-mailed me and said ‘Call me 
immediately,’” Kranz explained.  
 “I was so excited,” Kranz said when 
she learned that the principal’s job was 
open.  After interviewing with Fr. John 
Thomas, Pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul, 
and a committee of parishioners, Kranz 
was offered the job.  “I was ready to retire 
from the public schools.  God closes one 
door and opens another,” she added.
 “You know there’s a time for ev-
erything, as scripture says,” quoted Fr. 
Thomas.  “This was the time for her to 
come to us as principal.”
 Being principal of the school is not 
the first time Kranz has been a part of this 
school.  In fact, she attended the same 
school from first grade through eighth 
grade.  After four years of high school 
at the Mount St. Joseph Academy and 
another four at Murray State University, 
where she earned a bachelor’s of science 
in speech and English, Kranz found her-
self back at Sts. Peter and Paul.  “Right 
here,” she said.  “I taught here for four 
years.”  
 The thing Kranz remembers most 
from her time as a teacher at Sts. Peter 
and Paul is the families.  “I remember 
what a great start to my teaching career 
that was because the families were so 
interested.  There was a lot of support,” 
Kranz explained.  “I still feel supported,” 
she added.
 “These former students are now 
parents (at the school) and they all still 
call me Miss Kranz,” Kranz said with a 
laugh.  “So many of those who were par-
ents back then were just recently here on 
grandparents’ day,” Kranz added.
 After Kranz taught at Sts. Peter and 
Paul for four years, ironically the princi-
pal’s job was open at that time.  “I applied 
for the job, but they said I didn’t have 
enough experience,” Kranz admitted.  
 A multitude of experience is pre-
cisely what Kranz brings to the job now.  
After leaving Sts. Peter and Paul, she 

taught at a local Hopkinsville high 
school for one year before she taught 
at another one for 13 years.  At that 
time she left the classroom to become 
a guidance counselor.  
 In 1998 she joined the Chris-
tian County Board of Education as 
an Instructional Supervisor where she 
worked to develop and evaluate cur-
riculum.  From 2000 until her recent 
retirement from the public school sys-
tem earlier this year, Kranz was the Di-
rector of Pupil Personnel.  “I was the 
complaints department,” she quipped.  
During this time she dealt with truant 
students, discipline problems and up-
set parents.  She even traveled to the 
local jail on occasion to visit with stu-
dents or parents.  “I had lost some of 
the joy in education simply because of 
what I dealt with on a daily basis.  I 
didn’t see the happy faces that I see 
here,” Kranz explained.  “This job has 
brought the joy back three-fold.”
 While Kranz appreciates the 
opportunity to manage Sts. Peter and 
Paul, she is in no big hurry to make 
many changes.  “I’m not trying to 
make a lot of changes.  I think it’s 
smart to sit back and observe for a 
year,” Kranz explained.  “I’ll make 
necessary changes when they are 
needed, but not all at once,” she add-
ed.
 One change she did make im-
mediately was to take recess out from 
the middle school schedule.  “They 
need that instructional time,” she add-
ed.  “Besides, the teachers know when 
the kids need a break, so they can take 
a break when they need to.  They call 
it a ‘power break,’” Kranz said with a 
laugh.
 Orderliness and discipline are 
two words used most often when 
people talk about the new principal at 
Sts. Peter and Paul.  “Even during the 
first week of school I could see a dif-
ference in the student body,” claimed 
Fr. Thomas.  “The students were more 
orderly, more respectful and more at-
tentive, even at dismissal,” he empha-
sized.
 Fr. Thomas went on to explain 
about the two lines of tape that now 
span the distance of the main hallway 
of the school, which the children are 
supposed to follow when entering and 
leaving the school.  “It promotes order 
and structure,” Fr. Thomas explained.  
“Subconsciously it also points out that 
it’s not casual around here.  There’s a 
direction, there’s a path to follow,” he 

added.
 Kranz believes that consistent actions 
and enforcement of rules are key to commu-
nicating discipline to her students.  “When a 
child is in trouble, I will go to the classroom 
and escort him or her here to my office and I 
will then escort him or her back to the class-
room, so he or she knows I mean business,” 
Kranz explained.  “When other students see 
me come and get them, I think it sends a 
message to them as well,” she added.
 The students clearly sense their new 
principal’s desire for order and discipline.  “I 
like her really a lot because she makes a lot 
of rules that I like,” said Virginia Cincotti, a 
fifth grade student at the school.
 “She’s not too strict, but when she 
needs to be strict, she’s strict,” said Matthew 
Shelton, from the sixth grade.  “She puts her 
foot down when she needs to,” he added.
 While Kranz expects and receives re-
spect from her students, she also allows them 
to see how much she cares for them and likes 
to have fun.  “I love her,” claimed Maddy 
Craft, of the fourth grade.  “She’s really, re-
ally funny and she’s really nice.”
 “She always there to say good morn-
ing to everyone and she wants to be with 
the children,” agreed Shelton.  “And she al-
ways says touchdown,” Shelton added with 
a smile.
 Kranz explained that she enjoyed hav-
ing fun with the players on the middle school 
soccer team at the beginning of the school 
year before the team’s first game.  “I kept 
telling them that I would come to their game 
and yell ‘touchdown’ when they scored a 
goal,” she said laughing.  Kranz kept her 
promise by doing just that at the team’s first 
game.  She sat along the sideline and when 
they scored each goal, she jumped up with 

her arms in the air and yelled “ touch-
down!”
 Kranz noted, however, that the 
players beat her to the punch at that first 
game.  “As soon as they saw that I was 
there, they all turned to me while they 
were out there on the field getting ready 
for the game, and they all threw their 
hands in the air and yelled ‘touchdown,’” 
Kranz said with a smile.
 In addition to showing her spirit at 
the soccer games, Kranz also carried her 
football theme into the soccer team’s pep 
rally, which was held in the school gym 
on September 8.  Soon after all the players 
had been introduced to the student body, 
Kranz entered the gym sporting pigtails, 
black paint under her eyes, and football 
shoulder pads while carrying a football 
helmet in one hand and a megaphone in 
the other.  She proceeded to walk around 
the gym yelling “touchdown” to the stu-
dents’ and staff’s delight.
 In addition to playing to her school’s 
soccer team, Kranz also has fun with the 
grade school children every day.  At dis-
missal, she stands outside her office in the 
hallway and calls to the children saying 
goodbye in several different languages.  
As the children proceed down the hall, 
she calls out “bonjour, ciao, arrivederci, 
adios.”  Most of the children call back 
with their own international goodbyes.
 Kranz credits several different 
mentors she’s had throughout her career 
for her ability to balance discipline with a 
good nature.  “I learned from these people 
that people who are in important positions 
can be normal people.  They were always 
easy to talk to and they taught me how to 

Sarah Kranz, principal of Sts. Peter and Paul School in Hopkinsville, visits each 
classroom in her school every day.  Here she poses with several students in the 
kindergarten class.  Photo taken by Dawn C. Ligibel.

Principal Remembers the Joy in Education
By Dawn C. Ligibel

Continued on page 41
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Brittany Sweet glowed as the audience’s applause rained down on her on 
September 26 moments after she was named the 2010 Christian County 
Junior Miss.  Flanking her on the right and left respectively are Catherine 
DeMoss, the second runner up, and Michala Burman, the first runner 
up.  All three winners were graduated from Sts. Peter and Paul School in 
Hopkinsville in 2006.  Photo taken by Dawn C. Ligibel.

By Dawn C. Ligibel
HOPKINSVILLE,Ky. - Three out of the top 
four winners, including the overall winner 
Brittany Sweet, in the Christian County Ju-
nior Miss Scholarship competition attended 
and were graduated from Sts. Peter and Paul 
School in Hopkinsville.  
 America’s Junior Miss is the largest and 
oldest scholarship program for high school se-
niors who are college bound.  The competition 
is held at local levels, followed by state compe-
titions then a national competition.  The local 
competition in Christian County was held on 
Saturday, September 26.
 All 13 participants from Christian Coun-
ty competed in the areas of physical fitness, 
self-expression, and talent during the three-
hour show.  Earlier in the day, contestants were 
judged on a 10-minute interview with the panel 
of judges, and for scholastic achievements.  
 Sweet was ruled the overall winner.  She 
also won four out of the five individual compe-
titions.  Michala Burman and Catherine DeM-

oss placed as first runner-up and second run-
ner-up respectively.  All three young ladies 
were graduated from Sts. Peter and Paul in 
2006.
 Another member of the Sts. Peter 
and Paul class of 2006 also shone brightly, 
particularly during the talent competition.  
Brianna Craft played the guitar and sang a 
personal composition entitled “Journey of 
Life.”  She was inspired to write the song 
after a fellow parishioner was killed in a car 
accident earlier this year.
 As the Christian County Junior Miss, 
Sweet won $3,500 in scholarship money and 
is eligible for more scholarships depending 
on which college she chooses to attend.  In 
the meantime, she will proceed to compete 
at the state level on January 15 and 16 in 
Lexington, Kentucky.  Winners from each 
state competition will then travel to Mobile, 
Alabama in June of 2010 for the national fi-
nals.

The new principal of Sts. Peter and Paul School in Hopkinsville, Sarah 
Kranz, posed with Pastor Fr. John Thomas during a soccer pep rally 
at the school on September 8.  She had been teasing the soccer 
players saying that she would stand and yell “touchdown” whenever 
they scored a goal at their first game.  She followed through with her 
promise in addition to showing up at their pep rally ready to cheer for a 
football team.  Photo taken by Sue Wassmer.

do that,” she explained.  “Your position is important, but your 
real job is to be available to the students, the parents and the 
public, because you are accountable,” she added.
 “She has a genuine concern for each student,” agreed 
Fr. Thomas.  He then recounted the first weekend Mass Kranz 
attended as the new principal.  “As she knelt in the pew before 
Mass, several children who were in their pews with their par-
ents, with their parents’ permission, left their pews to go to her 
and give her a hug,” he recalled.
 While Kranz credits her educational mentors for her 
ability to relate to her students and parents, she also recognizes 
other influences in her life.  After being taught for the first 12 
years of her life by nuns, Kranz still holds a strong affection 
for nuns as demonstrated by the numerous nun statuettes that 
decorate her office.  “I have a great respect for the sisters,” she 
admitted.  “The sisters were always mentors to me.”
 “My mom and dad were my greatest teachers,” Kranz 
continued.  “My dad had all six of us children kneel around 
the bed every night and pray the rosary,” she recalled.  “The 
only night we didn’t do this was on Sunday.  Instead we prayed 
it going to Mass on Sunday morning because it was a twenty-
minute drive to church.  This continues to influence me to-
day.”
 “She has a great knowledge of the Catholic faith and 
love of the church,” said Fr. Thomas.  “It’s not just cerebral.  
It’s not just in her head, it’s part of her life.”
 Although the school year isn’t even half over yet, the 
students, the staff,  and the new principal all seem to be getting 
along well.  “I’m very pleased with her performance thus far,” 
said Fr. Thomas.  “I see teachers that are being challenged, but 
are happy.  I see students that are being pushed to reach goals 
and are proud of themselves.  And I see parents that are being 
called to responsibility for their children’s education.”
 While retirement may have to wait a while longer, Kranz 
is also pleased with her choice to remain in education.  “My 
family is so thrilled for me because the joy has come back.  
I’m so happy right now.”

Principal Remembers the Joy in 
Education (Continued from page 40)

June 19, 2009 through June 
19, 2010

declared by Pope Benedict 
XVI

 “I have decided to es-
tablish a special “Year for 
Priests” that will begin on 
19 June and last until 19 June 
2010. In fact, it is the 150th 
anniversary of the death of 
the Holy Curé d’Ars, John 
Mary Vianney, a true example 
of a pastor at the service of 
Christ’s flock ... As Church 
and as priests, we proclaim 
Jesus of Nazareth Lord and 
Christ, Crucified and Risen, 
Sovereign of time and of his-
tory, in the glad certainty that 
this truth coincides with the 
deepest expectations of the 
human heart.” 
~Pope Benedict XVI; 
         March 16, 2009

The Memorare
 Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known 
that anyone who fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or sought 
thine intercession was left unaided.
 Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my 
mother; to thee do I come, before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. 
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions, but in thy 
mercy hear and answer me.
 Oh Most Gracious Mother, intercede for us to the Master of the 
Harvest to send laborers; priests to minister the Sacraments of the 
Church and consecrated women and men to give profound witness 
to the Paschal Mystery of your Son for the whole world.



Year for Priests
June 19, 2009 - June 19, 2010 

A Priest’s Prayer
 
  Loving Father, I praise you, I love you, 
I adore you.
   Send your Holy Spirit to enlighten my 
mind to the truth of your Son, Jesus, Priest 
and Victim.
   Through the same Spirit guide my 
heart to his Sacred Heart, to renew in me 
a priestly passion that I, too, might lay 
down my life upon the altar.
May your Spirit wash away my impurities 
and free me from all my transgressions in 
the Cup of Salvation,
   Let only your will be done in me.
   May the Blessed Mother of your dearly 
beloved Son, wrap her mantle around me 
and protect me from all evil.
   May she guide me to do whatever He 
tells me.
   May she teach me to have the heart of 
St. Joseph, her spouse, to protect and care 
for my bride.
   And may her pierced heart inspire me 
to embrace as my own your children who 
suffer at the foot of the cross.

   I humbly cry to her: please be my 
consoling mother, and help me to be a 
better son.
    Lord, make me a holy priest, inflamed 
with the fire of your love, seeking 
nothing but your greater glory and the 
salvation of souls.
    I humbly bless and thank you, my Fa-
ther, through the Spirit, in Christ Jesus, 
your Son and my brother.  Amen.
    O Mary, Queen of priests, pray for us.   
Saint John Vianney, pray for us.
   

The Peoples’ Prayer 
for Priests

Please Pray for Priests

 Dear Lord, we pray that the Blessed 
Mother wrap her mantle around your 
priests and through her intercession 
strengthen them for their ministry.
 We pray that Mary will guide your 
priests to follow her own words, “Do 
whatever He tells you” (Jn 2:5).
 May your priests have the heart of 
St. Joseph, Mary’s most chaste spouse.
 May the Blessed Mother’s own 
pierced heart inspire them to embrace 
all who suffer at the foot of the cross.
 May your priests be holy, filled with 
the fire of your love seeking nothing but 
your greater glory and the salvation of 
souls. Amen.
   Saint John Vianney, pray for us.

Source: USCCB Secretariat of Clergy, Conse-
crated Life and Vocations, http://www.usccb.
org/yearforpriests
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“Thank God Ahead of Time: 
The Life and Spirituality of Solanus 
Casey” by Michael H. Crosby, OFM 
Cap. St. Anthony Messenger Press 
(Cincinnati, 2009). 282 pp., $16.95.
Reviewed by Rachelle Linner
Catholic News Service
 Franciscan Father Michael Crosby 
is uniquely qualified to write about the life 
and spirituality of Father Solanus Casey 
(1870-1957.) A fellow Capuchin, he 
wrote Father Casey’s official biography 
in 1982 and was the “external collabora-
tor to the relator” for the investigation by 
the Congregation for Saints’ Causes that 
concluded, in 1995, that “the servant of 
God, Francis Solanus Casey, was an au-
thentic master through his word and ex-
ample.” In declaring him venerable (the 
first major step leading to canonization) 
the Vatican extolled Father Casey’s “life 
of heroic virtue.”
 “Thank God Ahead of Time” draws 
on this intimate and respectful knowl-
edge. Father Crosby rightly eschews 
sentimentality and instead persuades the 
reader of Father Casey’s virtue through 
rich anecdotes, illustrative excerpts from 
letters and spiritual reflections, and won-
derful photographs of a man who knew 
the happiness, peace and confidence of 
conformity to God’s will.
 Solanus Casey was the sixth of 16 
children of Irish immigrant parents. He 
was born on a farm near Oak Grove, Wis., 
and as a young man worked as a logger, a 
motorman and a prison guard before en-
tering the Capuchins at age 26. His semi-
nary education was hindered by his lack 
of fluency in German and Latin and a ten-
dency to “skim the surface. If he did not 
grasp something immediately he tended 
to give up. To himself and others this in-
dicated a lack of sufficient intelligence; to 
observers today he might be considered 
more intuitive or intellectually lazy.”
 Thus, when he was ordained in 
1904 it was as a “simplex priest,” one 
who is unable to hear confessions or 
preach dogmatic sermons. Father Casey’s 
resignation to the will of his religious 
superiors was evident in the fidelity and 
gratitude with which he carried out the 
most humble tasks in the monastery. Two 
years after his ordination, while serving 
in Yonkers, N.Y., Father Casey was as-
signed to be the friary’s porter, or door-
keeper, a ministry he would carry out for 
the rest of his life.
 Father Crosby shows us how, in 
Solanus Casey, grace built on nature. The 

man’s natural gentleness, approachability 
and genuine concern for people were the 
scaffolding for his “unique giftedness: 
his keen insight into people’s needs and 
how they fit into God’s plans. These days 
at Yonkers found the seeds being sown 
which would flourish in his future minis-
try of healing and prophecy.”
 In 1923 his superiors told him to 
keep a record of “special cases,” a rich 
compilation of the spiritual blessings 
that flowed through the decades of 18-

hour days. Almost more remarkable than 
example after example of miraculous 
healing and conversion is the evidence 
of Father Casey’s humility, reverence, 
simplicity and lack of self-importance. 
He was, one Capuchin explained, “con-
stantly Godcentered, on fire with love 
for God, and constantly Godconscious, 
seeming always to have his eyes on God. 
He seemed to see everything as flowing 
from God and leading back to God.”
 Father Casey, as Father Crosby 
reminds us, was a man of his time and 
culture, but he also exhibited a remark-
able freedom that allowed him to move 
beyond racial, economic and religious di-
visions. He believed that “religion is the 
science of our happy relationship with 

God and our neighbor” and that wide-
spread anxiety and alienation were the 
result of “humanity’s sad weakness,” the 
“lack of faith and, consequently, want of 
confidence in God.”
 The book’s concluding chapter of-
fers an excellent overview of the theolog-
ical and spiritual influences and religious 
practices that sustained Father Casey in 
his life of expansive and expensive char-
ity, a life of ongoing conversion, renun-
ciation and total dependence on God.
 “Thank God Ahead of Time” is an 
example of the best kind of contempo-
rary hagiography, combining as it does 
the spiritual nourishment of an edifying 
portrait of Father Casey and the intellec-
tual pleasure of Father Crosby’s masterful 
theological reflection. It is a fitting tribute 
to this humble and holy man and a gift to 
its readers.
 Linner, a freelance reviewer, lives 
in Medford, Mass.

Fellow Capuchin provides edifying portrait of simple, saintly man

Fr. Solanus Casey, OFM Cap. (1870-
1957). If canonized, Fr. Solanus would 
be the first American-born male saint. 
The cause was opened in 1966, and Fr. 
Solanus was declared venerable on 
July 11, 1995. Photo www:aodonline.
org/...070720Prayingforacause.htm.

“Vianney Visit”  
     In this “Year for Priests,” the Office of Vocations invites young men of the 
Diocese of Owensboro on a pilgrimage to Saint John Vianney College Seminary in 
Saint Paul, MN during November 19 – 22, 2009.  In addition to many graces, the 
pilgrimage offers an opportunity for young men in grades 10 and up interested in 
the  priesthood and in being formed as men in Christ to experience seminary life 
first-hand, and to explore the who, what, where, when, and why of a vocation to the 
Roman Catholic Priesthood.  Please register by Friday, November 6.  For registra-
tion and further information contact the Office of Vocations at (270) 683-1545 or 
email Father Andy Garner at fr.andy.garner@pastoral.org.



By Dawn C. Ligibel
HOPKINSVILLE,Ky. - Robert Belitsky 
knew his wife had been struggling.  For 
eight years, Stephanie battled with nu-
merous ailments, injuries and diseases.  
Belitsky did everything he could to try 
and make her happy and healthy.  Fi-
nally the day came when she could no 
longer bear the pain and frustration and 
took her own life.  He never saw it com-
ing.
 “I had no idea.  I came home and 
shouted ‘Honey, I’m home.’  I went 
looking for her in the bedroom and there 
she was.”
 Married just shy of 50 years, the 
Belitsky’s began dating when they were 
seniors in high school.  “Back then, you 
didn’t date until you were a senior.  It 
just wasn’t done.”  They continued to 
date throughout college and while he 
served in the Navy.  “She wanted to get 
married when I was on the carrier, but I 
said ‘No.  I’m not going to make you a 
carrier wife,’” Belitsky recalled.
 Soon after marrying, they had two 
children.  “The daughter came first and 
then the son,” Belitsky said.  They lived 
a great majority of their married life 
split between Pennsylvania and Arizona 
where Belitsky worked as a mechanical 
engineer and Stephanie taught school.  
When Belitsky had had enough of the 
corporate world, he and Stephanie start-
ed their own business in Arizona, which 
they operated for 16 years.
 Throughout their marriage, the 
Belitsky’s enjoyed many common in-
terests.  “We had fun.  We always had 
fun,” Belitsky admitted.
 After retiring, they decided to 
move somewhere closer to family.  After 
hearing about a computer program that 
helps determine an ideal place to live, 
the Belitskys’ completed the survey and 
discovered that Hopkinsville was one of 
the top three choices.  
 When they first visited, they end-
ed up staying for five weeks in their RV 
and fell in love with the town.  “It was 
the church,” Belitsky explained, “that 
really made the difference.  Fr. John and 
I hit it off from the very beginning.”
 Although Stephanie had already 
undergone a hip replacement, two knee 
replacements and had broken her ankle 
on two different occasions before mov-
ing to Hopkinsville, the worst of her 
physical decline accelerated after the 
move.  “She had rheumatoid arthritis, 
osteo arthritis, vita logo, impetigo, glau-
coma, and essential tremors,” Belitsky 
explained.  “The poor kid, she never had 
a chance.”

 The one disease that caused much of 
Stephanie’s emotional and mental distress was 
the tremors.  “She used to be a school teacher 
and she taught handwriting,” Belitsky recalled.  
“She had the most beautiful handwriting.  Then 
when her hand began shaking so bad, she could 
hardly print anymore.  She couldn’t write cur-
sive at all.  That really upset her,” he added.
 With all her ailments, the Belitsky’s spent 
many hours in many different doctor offices.  
“During those eight years I probably drove more 
that 250,000 miles to doctor’s appointments,” 
Belitsky claimed.  “I’m not kidding.  I am not 
exaggerating.  I never once complained.  I just 
wanted her to get better.”
 It was on Palm Sunday of this year when 
Belitsky went to church alone, never suspecting 
what he would find when he got home.  “Stepha-
nie wasn’t feeling good on Saturday night, so 
I told her we could go to church in the morn-
ing.  On Sunday morning I woke her up at nine 
o’clock and told her I would help her get ready 
for church if she wanted to get up.  She said she 
didn’t feel good enough to go.”  
 Belitsky proceeded to church by himself.  
After church he did some shopping in prepara-
tion for their children’s visit the coming week.  
The entire family had planned to be together 
on Easter.  “We should have been traveling to 
them,” Belitsky said.  “We’re the ones who 
are retired.  They have children and jobs.  But 
Stephanie just wasn’t feeling well enough.”
 At one point while he was running er-
rands, Belitsky called home.  “She didn’t an-
swer the phone, but that wasn’t unusual.”  So, 
Belitsky went about his business for most of 
the afternoon.  It was when he arrived home at 
about three in the afternoon that he found his 
wife dead.
 “I called 911 and talked to Dennis (a close 
family friend) and told him what had happened.  
Then I asked him to call Fr. John.  Dennis and 
Fr. John both got to my house before the emer-
gency vehicles.”
 Belitsky’s initial struggle, besides losing 
the woman he dearly loved, was the fact that 
she had committed suicide.  “I’m from the old 
school.  You don’t destroy the Lord’s temple,” 
Belitsky emphasized.
 Fr. Thomas spent many hours with Belitsky 
that day, most of it explaining the Church’s view 
on suicide.  “He kept telling me not to worry 
about that.  That she was too good of a person 
not to be with God.  I told him that he and the 
Fuller Brush salesman could both tell a good 
line, but I wasn’t buying it.  I figured he was just 
trying to make me feel better.”
 “Suicide used to be considered a mortal 
sin,” explained Fr. John Thomas, pastor of Sts. 
Peter and Paul in Hopkinsville.  “You couldn’t 
have a funeral Mass, you couldn’t even be bur-
ied in a Catholic cemetery,” he added.  “The 
Church does not respond that way anymore.  We 
show compassion and above all, we teach that 

God is merciful.”
 During the week following 
Stephanie’s death, Belitsky pro-
ceeded to clean out the cabinets 
of all the medications his wife had 
been taking.  “I read all the infor-
mation about the side effects,” Be-
litsky explained.  “There were over 
a hundred side effects.  Every one 
of them listed severe mood chang-
es, argumentative, excitability, and 
suicidal tendencies.  She had all 
those for eight years.  I was mysti-
fied because of the mood changes.  I 
just didn’t know,” he admitted.
 Belitsky went on to say, “My 
warning to anyone is that you need 
to know, beyond the shadow of 
a doubt, what the side effects (of 
medicine) will be.”
 After several difficult days, 
Fr. Thomas and a seminarian who 
was visiting Sts. Peter and Paul 
during Holy Week, Byron Macias, 
traveled to Belitsky’s house for a 
funeral service in the presence of 
Stephanie’s cremains.  Fr. Thomas 
had asked the seminarian to do a 
favor for him as they traveled to 
Belitsky’s house.  “I told him not to 
ask any questions, but after I read 
the gospel, I said  I would look at 
him and then I wanted him to say a 
few prayers in Spanish.”
 Gathered around Belitsky’s 
kitchen table on Holy Thursday 
with Belitsky and his two children, 
Fr. Thomas read the gospel where 
Jesus explained that his disciples 
could not understand what he was 

telling them, but that someday they 
would understand.  At that point, 
Fr. Thomas looked at Macias who 
immediately started praying in 
Spanish. 
 “When he finished, I ask 
them if they understood what By-
ron had just said.  They all shook 
their heads.  I asked Robert why he 
didn’t understand Byron.  He said, 
‘because he said it in Spanish.’  I 
then asked them if they thought 
Byron was sincere when he prayed.  
They all agreed that he was.  Then 
I asked if they thought God under-
stood what he had said.  They all 
agreed that he had.  I then told them 
that Stephanie had said something.  
We don’t understand it, but God 
understands it.  One day we will.”
 Belitsky continued his strug-
gle for the next several days.  He re-
members being counseled both by 
his daughter and Fr. Thomas.  “My 
daughter told me, ‘Dad, you’ve got 
to get out of the Old Testament and 
into the New Testament.’  Fr. John 
told me that this is why Jesus came, 
to redeem our sins.”
 Just one week after his wife’s 
death, Belitsky started to accept 
the truth.  “I came to terms with it 
on Easter morning,” he admitted.  
“When I hugged him (Fr. John) on 
Easter morning after Mass, I said, 
‘O.K.  I got it.’”  On Easter morn-
ing, Belitsky began to allow him-
self to believe in God’s merciful 
nature.

Devoted Husband Copes with Wife’s Suicide

Stephanie and Robert Belitsky share a happy moment in November 2008, 
after receiving cookies delivered to their home by a member of the Sts. 
Peter and Paul middle school youth group in Hopkinsville.  Photo taken 
by Dawn C. Ligibel.
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St. Pius X Hosts Parish Mission 
By Byron ‘Paco’ Macias

OWENSBORO,Ky. - “The Grace of Who 
we are in Christ” was the main theme of 
this year’s Parish Mission at Saint Pius 
Tenth Parish, held from October 4 to 7th. 
Mr. David Thorp, from Massachusetts, 
was the key speaker. Every evening dur-
ing the mission, parishioners gathered for 
meal and fellowship at the parish hall be-
fore the talks. Mr. Thorp, who has been 
in our diocese a couple of times before 
to speak at Charismatic conferences held 
at Mount Saint Joseph and owner of an 
uncanny simplicity and dynamism, talk-
ed about our identity. The first day Thorp 
talked about who we are in Christ as indi-
viduals (“The Grace of Being Royalty”); 
the next day about who we are in Christ 

(“The Grace of Being the Body of Christ); 
on Tuesday, the topic was “The Grace of 
Letting Go;” and the last day, “The Grace 
of Being Christ for the World.” 
 The mission began with the reaffir-
mation of who we are: “royalty;” and be-
cause of that very royalty, our true iden-
tity as real children of God given to us at 
the baptismal fount, we are also called to 
be the light of the world and to shine as a 
lighthouse that prevents ships to sink. 
 The mission had also many prayer 
and song opportunities. The many parish-
ioners who attended felt happy and satis-
fied with the event. In fact, a couple of 
parishioners admitted they would like to 
have “David” again in the future.  

Learning About Christian Service 
and putting it into Practice 
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By Byron ‘Paco’ Macias 
OWENSBORO,Ky. - Saint Pius Tenth’s Confirmation Class began its preparation 
time with a retreat at Gasper River the weekend of the October 2nd. Matt Hunt, the 
class teacher and also the parish Youth Minister, sees the importance of having a retreat 
early in order for the students to get to know each other better. The retreat included 
a variety of opportunities to bond, pray, learn, and serve. The main theme of the re-
treat was “Christian Service.” The class, along with several parents, chaperones and 
seminarian intern Paco, arrived on Friday evening. After settling in the cabins, the 
group had prayer, games, food, and a talk and video about being fire for the world and 
what we all have to offer can make a difference in the world.  Youth leaders Jessica 
Gerteisen and Andrea Howard shared their testimony of how fulfilling, enriching and 
impacting service is. They invited the students to become involved in activities that are 
really life-giving. Then there was a bonfire, more games and prayer. The next morning 
after breakfast the class had another talk on how to practice social justice by Paco. Im-
mediately after the talk, the youth were offered several opportunities to do service at 
Gasper River: some filled holes on the paths; others cleaned; others cleared the Paths 
leading through the Stations of the Cross.  The service projects took several hours and 
culminated with a delicious lunch prepared by Camp Director, Ben Warrell. Saturday 
afternoon was for fun and zip-lining and other community building games. After the 
activities the participants had a chance to discuss about their experience. The ride back 
home felt different: there was a relaxed environment of friendship, fraternity and com-
munity; a wonderful way to begin the preparation to receive fully the Holy Spirit in the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Join in the Spirit of NCYC 2009 Online
 NCYC 2009 (National Catholic Youth Conference) is an exciting, biennial 
three-day experience of prayer, community and empowerment for 20,000 Catholic 
teenagers and their adult chaperones in Kansas City, Nov. 1921, 2009. The event 
includes general sessions, workshops, reconciliation, daily liturgy, concerts and 
special activities.
 For the first time ever, parishioners of all ages can watch NCYC general 
sessions live online and support youth participants online by joining the Virtual 
Pilgrimage, posting prayers and videos, downloading free songs, viewing messages 
from bishops, and much more. It’s fun, it’s easy and it’s free! And ALL are welcome 
and encouraged to join in. The Owensboro Diocese has 176 going to NCYC this 
year!
 Join the Virtual Pilgrimage for NCYC 2009 at www.mycatholicvoice.com/
ncyc TODAY!

Photo above:  Matt Hunt leading aConfirmation Class; at lower right, Ben Warrell 
leading SPX Confiirmandi at Gasper River Retreat Center. 
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Haga Oír Su Voz En El Debate Sobre Acceso 
A La Atención Médica

Por Mar Muñoz-Visoso
  ¿Le duele la cabeza con tanta información y desinformación sobre qué va a pasar con 
la reforma del sistema de salud? ¿Tentado a sucumbir ante la idea de que los enfermos 
más necesitados de tratamiento médico, los pobres, los marginados, los inmigrantes 
van a acabar perdiendo, “como siempre”, frente a poderosos intereses económicos y 
políticos y se pregunta para qué involucrarse? 
  La tarea parece dantesca, pero no es el momento de rendirse ni desentenderse. El 
debate ha llegado a un punto crítico donde la voz de los católicos necesita ser escuchada 
de forma clara y expresada con fuerza.
 Los obispos católicos de Estados Unidos han hablado al unísono sobre los principios 
que han de guiar este diálogo. Llevan años, décadas, abogando por la reforma de un 
sistema de salud fragmentado, actualmente caro, lleno de ineficiencias, y que deja a 
demasiadas personas fuera. 
 La introducción de diferentes propuestas legislativas (en la actualidad hay varias 
versiones circulando en la Casa de Representantes y el Senado) reconocen esta 
realidad. No sólo ha dado oportunidad de presentar la enseñanza católica con respecto 
al tema sino que, a juzgar por la crispación y por lo complicado del debate, ha hecho la 
presentación clara de unos principios morales básicos por los que regirse más necesarios 
que nunca. 
 Un católico, en buena conciencia, no puede apegarse ciegamente a una propuesta 
u otra sin pasarlas por el tamiz de los principios fundamentales de la subsidiaridad, la 
solidaridad y el bien común.
 Siguiendo la enseñanza social católica, la Conferencia de Obispos de los Estados 
Unidos:
1.   Apoya una cobertura médica universal que proteja la vida y la dignidad de todas 
las personas, desde la concepción a la muerte natural, especialmente los pobres y 
vulnerables.
2.   Se opone a cualquier esfuerzo para expandir fondos públicos para el aborto, o que 
haga obligatoria la cobertura de procedimientos de aborto, o que no respete el derecho 
a la libertad de conciencia de los trabajadores de la salud e instituciones religiosas.
3.   Apoya medidas efectivas que salvaguarden la salud de la sociedad en su conjunto, 
tales como expandir la elegibilidad para programas de salud pública —como Medicaid— 
a todas las familias de pocos recursos y ofrecer subsidios adecuados a los que con un 
poco de ayuda podrían comprar por sí mismos primas de seguro médico y cubrir otros 
gastos de su bolsillo. Los inmigrantes legales y todas las mujeres embarazadas y los 
niños, independientemente de su estatus migratorio, deberían ser incluidos.
           La urgencia de la situación ha llevado a muchos obispos por todo el país a presentar 
estos principios para educar a los fieles y al público, animarles a que se involucren en 
el debate, y también hacer que estén al tanto sobre los peligros, subterfugios y sutilezas 
escondidos en las diferentes propuestas. 
 Localmente, cada obispo pone el énfasis donde más le preocupa pero, al final, el 
mensaje es el mismo: urge reformar el sistema de atención médica en Estados Unidos, 
pero que no se haga a costa de los pobres, de los niños en el vientre de sus madres, o 
de la conciencia de médicos, enfermeras y otros trabajadores de la salud. 
 Hay diferentes formas de llegar a una cobertura universal. Podemos debatir y 
alcanzar un compromiso sobre cuál es la función propia del gobierno en este asunto. 
  Busquemos soluciones donde todas las partes implicadas puedan aportar algo y puedan 

Obispos Hispanos Debaten Con 
Congresistas Latinos Temas De Gran 

Preocupación En La Comunidad Hispana 
 WASHINGTON, USCCB —En una serie de reuniones con congresistas demócratas y 
republicanos de ambas cámaras, una delegación de obispos hispanos de diferentes partes 
del país presentó a los legisladores cuatro áreas de gran preocupación para ellos y ofreció 
principios de la enseñanza social de la Iglesia para ayudar en los debates actuales.
            El Arzobispo José Gomez, de San Antonio, Texas, lideró la delegación el 17 
de Septiembre, en representación de la Conferencia de Obispos Católicos de Estados 
Unidos.
            “Los obispos somos muy conscientes de las importantes contribuciones que las 
comunidades hispanas realizan a la prosperidad y el bienestar de los Estados Unidos”, 
dijo el Arzobispo Gómez. “Y sin embargo, esas mismas comunidades sufren bajo el 
yugo de una política inmigratoria fracturada y por falta de acceso a una educación de 
calidad, una atención médica adecuada y a oportunidades económicas”.
            El Arzobispo Gómez resumió el propósito del encuentro con los legisladores.
“Nos hemos reunido con líderes políticos de ambos partidos para reafirmar los prin-
cipios de la enseñanza social católica sobre la dignidad de todos los seres humanos, 
desde la concepción hasta la muerte, y la centralidad del bien común. Les ofrecimos 
estos principios basados en la ética social y en nuestra herencia religiosa como una 
guía constructiva para lograr soluciones justas y equitativas en los debates de política 
pública sobre estos temas importantes.”
            “Nos unimos a otros líderes hispanos y a toda la gente de buena voluntad al 
levantar nuestras voces para afirmar lo más claramente posible los principios básicos de 
justicia social para todos”, declaró el Arzobispo Gómez después de las reuniones. 
            La delegación incluyó también a los siguiente obispos: Obispo Ricardo Ramirez, 
de Las Cruces, NM; Obispo Jaime Soto, de Sacramento, CA; Obispo James Tamayo, 
de Laredo, TX; Obispo Carlos Sevilla, de Yakima, WA; y  Obispo Auxiliar Edgar Da 
Cunha, de Newark, NJ.
            A continuación se ofrece un resumen de los puntos tratados con los legisla-
dores. 
La atención médica y los inmigrantes. Los obispos de Estados Unidos han abogado 
durante décadas en favor de una reforma del sistema de atención médica que sea ver-
daderamente universal y respete la vida y la dignidad de todos, incluyendo a los pobres 
y a los inmigrantes legales. La legislación sobre la atención sanitaria debe ayudar a 
todos los inmigrantes legales, sin importar su nivel económico, a participar en cualquier 
nuevo sistema sanitario y oponerse a cualquier prohibición que les impida beneficiarse 
hasta después de cinco años. 
Reforma Inmigratoria Justa. Los Obispos de Estados Unidos apoyan una reforma 
inmigratoria justa, lo cual incluye varios elementos centrales: una legalización amplia 
mediante un programa que provea una oportunidad para la residencia permanente 
“ganada”, y un nuevo programa de trabajadores que incluya la provisión de salarios 
decentes. Los obispos apoyan un sistema inmigratorio basado en la familia y la restau-
ración de las protecciones procesales debidas que se perdieron con la aprobación de la 
ley de reforma inmigratoria (Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act) de 1996. Los obispos también apoyan que se busquen soluciones a los problemas 
que originan la migración y la inclusión de DREAM Act y AgJOBS en la legislación 
de reforma. 
Los hispanos y la pobreza (Vivienda). Los Obispos de Estados Unidos apoyan una 
política nacional de vivienda que incluya la conservación y creación de viviendas de 
calidad para las familias de bajos ingresos, los ancianos y otras poblaciones vulnerables. 
Los obispos también hacen un llamado a terminar con prácticas abusivas en los présta-
mos y apelan al Congreso para que dedique fondos al Nacional Housing Trust Fund, el 
cual producirá los fondos necesarios para preservar o crear 1,5 millones de viviendas 
de alquiler (renta) durante los próximos diez años y 200.000 nuevos vales de ayuda al 
año, durante diez años, para opciones de vivienda. 
Los hispanos y la educación. Los obispos de Estados Unidos alientan al gobierno 
federal a promover programas que ayuden a mantener a los estudiantes en las escuelas, 
incluyendo a los estudiantes y maestros católicos en los programas federales de edu-
cación. Piden especialmente la reautorización del programa No Child Left Behind, la 
reautorización del programa de becas de escolaridad en el Distrito de Columbia —que 
ha ayudado a muchos estudiantes capitalinos a recibir ayuda financiera para asistir a 
escuelas privadas—y a dedicar fondos a los colegios comunitarios (community colleges) 
donde muchos jóvenes hispanos reciben su educación superior. 

hacerlo de acuerdo 
con sus convicciones 
religiosas. 
 Paremos el ruido y 
los insultos, y prestemos 
atención al tema que 
nos ocupa: la salud 
de la nación. Como 
dijo recientemente 
u n o  d e  n u e s t r o s 
obispos hispanos más 
veteranos, el obispo 
Ricardo Ramírez, de 
Las Cruces, Nuevo 
México, “en nuestro 

d i s c u r s o  p ú b l i c o 
no permitamos que 
el enfado ahogue la 
sabiduría, ni que los 
eslóganes sustituyan a 
las soluciones”.
  Si en algún país 
existen los medios 
pa ra  r emed ia r  l a 
crisis de la atención 
médica es en éste. Pero 
¿existe la voluntad? 
La solidaridad y el 
bien común tienen un 
precio. 
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Un grupo de jóvenes de distintas parroquias por toda la Diócesis 
se reunieron dos veces en la parroquia de Santos Pedro y Pablo en 
Hopkinsville para planear su Encuentro Juvenil. Dos veces al año la 
Diócesis de Owensboro invita a todos los jóvenes de Kentucky del 
Occidente y sus alrededores a participar en un retiro juvenil. En estos 
retiros, se escojen temas apropiadas y relevantes a la edad de los 
participantes, así pueden aprender su fe de una manera más profunda, 
mientras conviven, comen, jueguen, y comparten juntos. Arriba se ve el 
grupo de trabajo que se reunieron el día domingo, 27 de septiembre.

Encuentro para Jóvenes Hispanos 
en Gasper River

Noviembre 20-21, 2009
Patrocinado por la 

Pastoral Juvenil Diócesana 
Será dirigido por los líderes jóvenes, donde ellos desarrollarán sus talentos 

y se prepararán para exponer algunos temas a los demás jóvenes.  Los 
jóvenes están muy entusiasmados  en participar porque será un momento 

de encontrarse a sí mimo como encontrar a Dios en sus vidas.  El Encuentro 
está programado a nivel Diocesano, por lo que pedimos a todos que corren 

la voz y anuncien este magno evento.  Iniciaremos el día 20 a las 5:00PM 
con las inscripciones. Para mayor información, pueden comunicarse con 
el Ministro Hispano de su parroquia o con Luis Ajú o Tami Schneider en la 
Oficina Diocesana de Ministerio Hispano. (270-683-1545, luis.aju@pastoral.

org, tami.schneider@pastoral.org) 

Los Miembros del Comité de Revisión Diocesano 
Están Listos para Contestar Llamadas

 Los miembros del Comité quienes tratan las alegaciones de abuso sexual abuse 
en la Diócesis de Owensboro son los siguientes: Ms. June Bell, Chair, Mr. Ken 
Bennett,  Dr. Charles Bohle, Ms. Susan Clark, Rev. Pat Connell, Mr. Jeff Ebelhar, 
Mr. Nicholas Goetz, Ms. Teresa Henry, Vice-Chair, Dr. Carroll Howard, Mr. Dan 
Howard,  Sr. Eula Johnson, SCN,  Rev. Pat Reynolds, and Dr. Michele Thomas.  
Ms. Louanne Payne sirve como enlace Diocesano al Comité de Revisión.
 A cualquier persona que quiera comunicar con el Comité de Revisión Diocesano 
se le pide que llame al Centro Pastoral Católico al 1-270-683-1545 y pregunte por 
un miembro del Comité de Revisión.  Si quiere hablar con un miembro particular del 
Comité, lo puede mencionar a la recepcionista. En cualquier caso, la recepcionista 
en el Centro Pastoral Católico entregará la información de la persona que llamó al 
Comité de Revisión para seguimiento.  Los que llaman pueden escoger mantenerse 
anónimos para la primera llamada a la recepcionista del Centro Pastoral Católico.  
No se harán públicos los números telefónicos de los miembros del Comité.
 También pueden comunicarse con el Comité por email al: reviewboard@pas-
toral.org.  Asegúrense de incluir su información personal.  No les contestaremos 
directamente por email porque nunca se puede garantizar la confidencialidad al usar 
email.  Nos comunicaremos con ustedes por teléfono.

Calendario de Actividades 
del Ministerio Hispano

9 de noviembre 
- Reunión trimestral de los Agentes del Ministerio Hispano, Stos. José y Pablo, 
Owensboro, 10:30 - 2:00.
20-21 de noviembre
- Retiro Juvenil, Centro de Gasper River, Bowling Green

Unos jóvenes juegan futbol en el último retiro juvenil. Foto por Tami Schneider. 

América, Cristóbal y Anna cuelgan una bandera antes de un retiro en el 2008.
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centros a nivel nacional

de personas se
atienden anualmente

voluntarios

fondos anuales
(menos del 10 por ciento de
fuentes gubernamentales)

Centros de Asistencia para Embarazo

Fuente: “Una pasión para servir, una visión de vida”, Family Research Council                     ©2009 CNS

2.300+

1.9 millones

40,000+

$200 millones

WASHINGTON (CNS) – Los centros 
de socorro para mujeres embarazadas 
que se encuentren por todo el país, 
manejado mayormente por el trabajo 
de voluntarios, están “empoderando 
a las mujeres y fortaleciendo a las 
comunidades” a través del mejoramiento 
de la salud de las madres y sus hijos, 
según dice el anterior secretario 
asistente de la salud en el Departamento 
de Salud y Servicios Humanos de 
EEUU. Dr. Joxel Garcia, quien sirvió 
en la administración del Presidente 
George W. Bush, estaba comentando 
el 30 de septiembre en Washington 
sobre el comunicado de un nuevo 
reporte resumiendo las contribuciones 
de los centros de socorro para mujeres 
embarazadas dentro de los últimos 40 
años. 
           El reporte, llamado “Una 
Pasión para Servir, Una Visión para 
la Vida,” (http://www.frc.org/ get.
cfm?c=PASSIONTOSERVE) del 
Concilio de Investigación Familiar 
establecido en parte por el Dr. James 
Dobson en 1983, encontró que unos 
2,300 centros de socorro para mujeres 
embarazadas en los EEUU sirven a 
aproximadamente 1.9 millones de 
personas cada año con asistencia 
durante los embarazos, el consejo 
sobre la abstinencia, la educación y la 
ayuda comunitaria. Algunos también 

ofrecen servicios médicos como pruebas de embarazo, pruebas de VIH y SIDA y 
ultrasonidos. Los centros que estudiaron en el reporte no ofrecieron, ni recomendaron 
ni hicieron referencias para los abortos y operan bajo tres grandes redes – “Care Net”, 
“Heartbeat International” y el “National Institute of Family & Life Advocates”.
           Abajo encontrarán una lista de centros de socorro para mujeres embarazadas 
localizados dentro de las ciudades en Kentucky Occidental:

• Haven of Hope, Inc, PO Box 645, Benton, Kentucky 42025, 
270-527-4111. 

• Pregnancy Support Center, 1439 Magnolia St, Bowling Green, 
Kentucky 42104, 270-781-5050

• Pathway of Hope , 132 Locust St, Central City, KY 42330, 
270-754-1197.

• Marsha’s Place PRC, 603 Center St, Henderson, Kentucky 42420, 
270-826-9674

• Alpha Alternatives PCC, P O Box 370, 403 A W 9th St, 
Hopkinsville, Kentucky 42241, 270-885-3820

• Door of Hope, 95 YMCA Dr, Madisonville, Kentucky 42431, 
270-821-9825

• Hope Pregnancy Resource Center, 227 W Water, Mayfield, 
Kentucky 42066, 270-247-3190

• Shelter of Love CPC, Inc, PO Box 393 / 107 W Main St, 
Morganfield, Kentucky 42437, 270-389-2847

• Life House Care Center For Women, 1506 Chestnut St, 
Murray, Kentucky, 270-753-0700

• Birthright, 508 E 4th St, Owensboro, Kentucky 42303-4232, 
270-926-7561

• Hope Unlimited Family Care Center, 2330 Cairo Rd, 
Paducah, Kentucky 42001, 270-442-1166.

Un Reporte Evalúa el Impacto Positivo de los 
Centros que Ayuden a las Mujeres a Evitar el Aborto

En La Diócesis de Owensboro ...
       Rita Heinz, la Directora de 
Programas de Caridades Católicas de 
la Diócesis de Owensboro, dijo que, 
“La comunidad católica en Kentucky 
está haciendo mucho para apoyar a 
las mujeres embarazadas y proveer 
opciones para prevenir los abortos. Por 
todo el estado, la Conferencia Católica 
de Kentucky patrocina Opportunities 
for Life lo cual es una línea telefónica 
directa de 24 horas para las personas 
que se encuentren en situaciones de 
embarazo inesperada.
       “En Owensboro, tenemos St. Gerard 
Life Home, una casa de maternidad 
para las mujeres adultas embarazadas, 
manejada por Caridades Católicas de la 
Diócesis de Owensboro.”
        “Y también la Diócesis de 
Owensboro patrocina A Caring 
Connection, un Programa de Caridades 
Católicas de Adopción y Consejo para 
Mujeres Embarazadas.”
         Para mayor información sobre 
cualquiera de estos servicios dentro 
de la Diócesis de Owensboro, 
pueden llamar la oficina diocesana de 
Caridades Católicas al 270-683-1545 o 
pueden visitar el vinculo de Caridades 
Católicas en la pagina del Internet de 
la Diócesis de Owensboro, http://www.
rcdok.org/ministries/catholic_charities/
index.php.
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A la derecha, el 
Padre Carmelo 
Jiménez de la 
parroquia de Santos 
Pedro y Pablo en 
Hopkinsville y el 
Padre Juan René 
Kalombo de la 
parroquia de Santos 
José y Pablo en 
Owensboro dan 
un discurso e 
interaccionen con 
los que  asistieron al 
retiro en preparación 
para el matrimonio. 
Tres parejas de 
la parroquia de 
Santos José y Pablo 
participaron en el 
retiro en agosto. 
Fotos sometidas 
por Patti Gutiérrez.

“Visita a Vianney” 
En este “Año Sacerdotal,” la Oficina Diocesana de Vocaciones invita a 
los hombres jóvenes de la Diócesis de Owensboro a una peregrinación 
al Seminario Bachillerato de San Juan Vianney en St. Paul, Minnesota 
los días 19 – 22 de noviembre del 2009.  La peregrinación les ofrece a 
los jóvenes del grado 10º y adelante que tienen interés en el sacerdocio 
una oportunidad de experimentar la vida del seminario.  Favor de 
registrarse antes del viernes, 6 de noviembre.  Para registrarse y para 
obtener mayor información, comuníquese con el Padre Andy Garner:  
270-683-1545 o fr.andy.garner@pastoral.org.

Por Cristóbal Gutiérrez
 El pasado 29 y 30 de agosto la parroquia de Santos José y Pablo en Owensboro, 
tuvimos la oportunidad y dicha de poder ofrecer un retiro de dos días a parejas hispanas 
de nuestra parroquia con inquietudes respecto al Sacramento del Matrimonio. Fue una 
experiencia muy bonita y formativa no solo para las tres parejas que se encuentran 
discerniendo sobre este preciado sacramento, pero incluso para todos los que 
estuvimos envueltos en organizar y acompañar en tal evento. Agradecemos bastante a 
Luis Ajú, el Padre Carmelo, Patricia Gutiérrez y a la Hermana Panchita por el apoyo y 
tiempo que hicieron para compartirnos de su sabiduría y experiencia respecto al tema. 
Agradecemos a Dios esta oportunidad y le pedimos que nos siga bendiciendo con más 
oportunidades como esta. Gracias también al convento de las hermanas Ursulinas  por 
su hospitalidad y amistad.

Tres Parejas Asisten un Retiro en Preparación para el Sacramento del Matrimonio

Abajo se ven las tres parejas de la parroquia de Santos José y Pablo que 
participaron en un retiro en preparación para el Sacramento del Matrimonio los 
días 29 y 30 de agosto en el centro de conferencias de las Hermanas Ursulinas.  A 
la derecha, la Hermana Panchita Wilhelm, OSU, da una plática a  los participantes. 
Fotos sometidas por Patti Gutiérrez.


